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« Lovx, the moſt gen rous paſſion of the mind, 
„% The ſofteſt refuge innocence can find; 

«« The ſafe director of unguided youth, | 
« Fraught with kind wiſhes, and ſecur'd by truth; 
« The cordial drop, heav'n in our cup has thrown, 
« To make the nauſeous draught of life go down. 
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Hiſtory of DORIPELA XA 
| "CONTINUED, of J 
T WENT to bed with theſe motives fer 
conſolation: not any thing makes the mind 
more tranquil, than the 3 how to 
amuſe it agreeably with chimerical ideas, I 55 
ſlept notwithſtanding, leſs quiet, than this diſpo- $ 
ſition of mind ſeemed to promiſe; I was extream» . : 


ly uneaſy all the night; I fancied it was owing,. 38 | 
to my having left my windows open, for fear th 
outh ſhould come early and break them: the We 


ill uſage I had received from my aunt, made mea. 


judge this precaution neceſſary for my ſafetix. 

As I had not flept during the night, 1 N. 
did not riſe till it was late, and then 
ſpent ſome time in examining the win 
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2 FEMALE BANISHMENT, er 
dows, to ſee i, notwithſtanding my -eare, thele. 
were broke; I had reaſon to be eaſy with re- 
ard to them; but how was I ſurprized*to find 
a little packet ſealed; I:trembled- at this fight ; 
on opening it, I found a letter with a ſtone in- 
cloſed in it to make it heavy enough to. be 
thrown up; I read it with the greateſt uneaſi- 
neſs; it was to this purpoſe. . 


The LET TER: : 


It is more than four days, cruel maid, that 
3 J have effayed in vain to fee vou; why do you 
= +» deprive me of this pleaſure ?- Since the day that 
* my eyes firſt met yours, I have loſt my repoſe; 
I have many things to tell you, and others to 
aſk of you, and yet ſcarce know what they 
are: ſhew yourſelf to me, perhaps on ſeeing 
u. I may learn to know what it is I defire, 
Dov't refuſe me, for if you do, I know not 
what will become of me; I no longer go to 
college; they ſearch for me every where; they 
ſuppoſe me loſt : I don't doubt my father, who 
loves me tenderly, will die of grief if I don't 
return to him: I conceal myſelf all day behind 
the orange trees in a grove, and I live upon 
the fruits of the garden; I paſs the night in 
- + the high tree neareſt your window, in hopes of 
ſieeing you: At fun-riſe I am obliged to deſeend, 
for fear that my father ſhonid diſcover me, and 
_ deprive me of the hopes of yet ſeeing you. I 
give you this detail, oh charming maid, to 
engage you to appear to-morrow at day- break: 
if you refuſe me this fayour, I ſhall throw 
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Woman Harn. 3 
myſelf from the tree; my father will die of a 
broken heart, and you will be the cauſe of it. 

If you are as good as your beautiful, you will 
prevent all theſe misfortunes, and have com- 
paſſion on | | 
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The reading this letter penetrated my heart. 
What would this youth have, ſaid I, falling in- 
to a fit of crying, Why does he perſiſt in de- 
firing to ſee me? What has he to ſay to me? 
He does not know he ſays himſelf, How am 
to divine it ? Is it love that he feels— what is 
love, and how can he make me ſenſible of it, 
when he does not know what it means himſelf ? 
But whence comes it, that he ſuffers ſo much, 
and why ?—to ſee me, He ſays, he will throw 
himſelf from the tree—his father will die—I 
ſhall be the cauſe—ah! great Pharbus, how 
can I help it— If I Fed his deſires, what 
will my aunt ſay, if ſhe ſhould come to know 1 
it? I read this letter twenty times, and con- 
ſidered every line; it threw me into the greateſt - 
agitation : all my fine projects of working ad 
of ſpending my life in peace, vaniſhed at the 
reading this fatal letter; I could not think of 
any thing elſe. Ah! Siniſtin, how much 
anxiety, and how many tears did you cauſe 
me that day; and how eaſily you found the 
means by your perſeverance to bring me to 
grant your deſires I All the day, and great part 
of the night I reflected on the part I ought to 
take: ſometimes I took the reſolution to go to 
my aunt; and acquaint her with what had pa- 
N _ | B 2 . ſed, KS" 
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. 4 FEMALE BANISHMENT, dr | 
| ed, that ſhe might let Siniſtin's father know 
the danger his ſon was in. This was, perhaps, 
the wiſeſt thing I could have done; but two 
reaſons prevented ; I knew my aunt's bad tem- 
per ; I dreaded expoſing myſelf, to ſuffer more 
than I had ever done, and the being ſtill cloſer 
confined. The ſecond reaſon was, the dread 
of making this amiable youth unhappy, that 
was become ' unhappy only from -_ me: 
another thought yet more deciſive, made me 
determine to ſee Siniſtin; he will die, ſaid I, 
if I refuſe-to ſee him; will my precaution pre- 
ſeerve him from his deſpair; no, on the contra- 
4 ry, it will augment it; he ſhall ſee me, I will 
| give way to my deſtiny, and have ſtrove againſt 
it long enough, the youth ought to conquer, 
let him triumph, I will oppoſe it no longer. 
Fearing I ſhould be aſleep when he came, I 
{hut my windows, that the noiſe of the ſtones, 
might awake me; I choſe rather to run the 
riſque of being uſed ill, than to let the youth 
loſe his life; it was ncedleſs my doing this, for 
J was up before day: learn, my dear couſin, a 
- little ſtory of my vanity, I took a great deal of 
pains to dreſs myſelf, as if I was willing to pre- 
ſerve the good opinion the lad had of me; do 
. not be angry with me, I am of a ſex in which 
20 ſuch follies are paxdonable ; you ought to for- 
give me for my ſincerity. e 


Whatever pleaſure the kin took in being 1 


near Urgocine, he could not help being tired 
with her telling a ſtory, which ſeemed ſo 1 


to her own. Well, ſaid he, is this young fra 
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low always to be perched in the tree; do, dear 
irl, give us ſome hopes of his coming down 
ſoon; have a little patience, replied Urgocine, 
who could not help ſmiling at the manner in 
which the king interrupted. her ; the events that 
I relate are ſo connected with my hiſtory, that 
it is abſolutely neceſſary they ſhould be known; 
the prince was forced to be ſatisfied with this 
excuſe, and Urgocine went on. | 


I was this morning earlier than the ſun, for 1 
looked out before I could perceive this youth, 
4 At laſt I ſaw him, but how changed ! his face, 
1 which had, been like roſes mixed with lilies, 
4 was become pale and yellow; how unhappy + 

was I to think myſelf the cauſe of this change ? 
4 as ſoon as this poor lad had fixed his eyes on me, 
I he held out his hand and expreſſed the greateſt 
joy; I diſcovered that he ſpoke to me, but, the 
high wind, joined to the chirping of the birds, 
h prevented my hearing what he ſaid ; I could not 
refuſe giving this ſweet youth all the teſtimonies 


of of gratitude that was in py power; I made him 

of in my turn ſeveral figns that ought to conſole 

A bim; he was tranſported, and F dreaded very . 

4 often that the pleaſure he took in them would 

cn coſt him dear; he was in a place where the leaſt 
diffraction would coſt bim his life; T endea- - 


voured to make him ſenſible of my fear; he let 
me ſee that he underſtood me, at the ſame time 
* pointing to his feet to let me ſee he was ſafe; I 
looked at him attentively, and ftrove to divine 
every thing that he would have ſaid to me, 
. when he pointed to the ſun, which began to 
ra Fees B 3 _ gild 
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gild the clouds, and let me know that he muſt 
quit me; I made figns with my hands to take 
leave of him; he turned his head twenty times 
and let me ſee how much he regretted leaving 
me: I now found myſelf in a ſituation which 
convinced me that this youth had made a ſtrong 
impreſſion on my heart. Next day I was firſt at 
the rendezvouz: a thouſand refleftions would 
have oppoſed it, but the wound was given, and 
inclination got the better of reaſon, We paſſed 
eight days in this manner, the ninth came, but 
Siniſtin appeared not; I perſuaded myſelf that 
ſome misfortune had happened to him, and 
ſpent that and the following day in tears; the 
2 third wrought a change in my ſorrow,, it was 
— time for it to be finiſhed, or it would have 
finiſhed me; my terrible aunt appeared before 
me, but ſtarted back-+two ſteps at coming into 
my chamber, ſhe found me plunged in a deep 
reſverie, and my eyes bloated with crying. Your 
deſpair, which is too plain not to be ſeen, ſaid 
the with an ironical ſmile, does not ſurpriſe me, 
when one has loſt a lover, it is pardonable to 
abandon ones ſelf to it; you are a charming 
child to commence an intrigue, and to have the 
art, notwithſtanding all the care I have taken to 
preſerve you, to meet a gallant at your window ; 
this will prejudice people vaſtly in favour of 
your virtue; ah ! you little wretch, if I was to 
treat you as you deſerve, ſaid my aunt, holdi 
up her hand in a menacing poſture, but I hall 


1eſtrain my paſſion, that I may have an oppor- 1 
tunity of puniſhing you more at my leiſure, I 0 
denied every thing; you are an impertinent 1 
St" ed | ” N = huſſey, 
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huſſey, ſaid my aunt ; I know your ſecret, your 


lover's father has been to complain of the diſor- 
der into which you have brought his ſon; it is a 
month ſince they have loſt this little libertine, 


and were in the greateſt diſtreſs on his account ; 
_ "and, at laſt, they ſaw him perched like a jay, 


on a tree, talking to you; and that it may not 
happen again they have ſecured this pretty gen- 
tleman, and put him in a place where he will 
have leiſure to repent, his ſuffering himſelf to 
be ſeduced by your coquetries. | | 
This reproach ſtung me, I was always a little 
haughty and cried bitterly ; but, as I was per- 
ſuaded that the youth would not ſay any thing to 
my diſadvantage, I ftill continued to deny my 


| having had any commerce with him, and faid, 


that what 35 had 1 told * falſe, and that 
to prove it ſhe might brin e young. man to 
ene ns if ſhe leaſed, mr ; * 3 
My aunt gave me no other anſwer than two 
ſlaps on the face, and ſaid, you are a little im- 
Pas baggage ; after this ſhe made me follow | 
er, and did not ſuffer me to go out of her fight, 
and I had the worſt life imaginable, n 
One day as J was fitting very melancholy at 


Work in the room with my perſecutreſs, a ſer- 


vant told her that a prieſt of the temple of Pha 
bus was come to ſpeak to her; ſhe went out to 


receive him. You know the reſpect the devout 


women pay theſe people; I found ſome comfort 


in her abſence, and ran to the window to look 
into the ſtreet to amuſe myſelf, and quickly per- 
ceived an old woman, who fixed her eyes on 
me, her attentive looks aſtoniſhed me, and - 
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could not help looking at her with equal earneſt- 
neſs; ſhe then fell on the ground, and ſcreamed 
but in a dreadful manner; what does all this 
mean, thought I, the old woman looked ear- 
neſtly at me, can the fight have thrown her into 
'2 convulſion fit? Mean time the old woman's 
cries brought all the family to the windows, and 
my aunt among the reſt ; as ſhe had a great deal 
of oftentation in her piety, ſhe ordered the old 
woman to be brought to her, and ſaid to the 
- prieſt, that he muſt excuſe her leaving him to 
perform the duties of humanity ; the devout 
prieſt, who had perhaps leſs devotion than ſhe, 
_ "retired, The good woman was brought in, and 
my aunt in perſon did every thing that was na- 
ceſſary to relieve her; I had returned to my 
work, after having with the reſt ſeen this we- 
man, but my aunt came to me ſoon afterwards, 
and reproached me with hard- heartedneſs, and a 
Want of charity, and to humble my haughtineſs, 
he bade me go and take care of the old woman. 
Jobeyed with teluctance, being myſelf ſuffici- 
* ently unhappy, and unfit to carry comfort to the 
unfortunate, I went into the old woman's 
chamber, one of my aunt's maids was fitting 
by her; this girl was glad*to be relieved, and 
| 2 left the room. Scarce had ſhe ſhut the 
door, when the old woman fat ap in her bed, 
and aſked'me ſmiling, if I knew how to be diſ- 
creet, and if ſhe might uy truſt” me; I co- 
loured at this diſcourſe, and could not think 
u hat it meant, Make yourſelf eaſy, my pretty 
maid, faid ſhe, I bring you good news. Ah 
What is it, replied I, with great emotion? way 
4 3 7 * 2 0 
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do you delay telling me? I like to ſee im- 
— replied ſhe, but hold, here — 
that will ſay more to you than I can; it comes 
from Siniſtin, who bas Joſt his liberty, and has 
ſuffered great hardſhips in priſon. She drew a 
letter from her boſom ; I ſhut the door that I 
might not be interrupted, - and bluſhing read 
theſe words, | 


„  Siniftinto Doripula, 


Or what uſe is my liberty, if 1 amenable 


ſee the amiable maid, without whom it is 
impoſſible for me to live | My father, on deli- 
vering me from my diſmal priſon, exacted a 


| promiſe of me not to ſee you again: I have pro- 


miſled, but cannot keep my word; my firſt care 
on leaving my confinement was to inform my- 
ſelf what was become of my ſweet maĩid: a 

woman, whom I have known at college, has 
promiſed to aſſiſt me, and to procure me the 
happineſs of ſpeaking to you, - this employs my 
thoughts day and night, may the gods grant that 
ſhe may keep her word! I have eſcaped a ſe- 
Fond time from my father, that I may beentire- 


ly free to enjoy the happineſs of your company. 


If I underſtood rightly the ſigns you made me, 
while I was on the tree, you will-not oppoſe the 


undertaking of this good old woman: I wait for 


that moment with greater impatience than I did 


for that of my liberty. Ah | ſweet maid, how 


can I explain to you what I feel?. I beg you 


will once more by the fight of you, make happy 
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The old woman obſerved me, while I read 
this letter, and diſcovered, by the tears which 
forced themſelves a paſlage, againſt my will, 
how much I was affected with the contents. 
She took hold of me and embraced me. Phoebus 
enlighten you with his rays, ſaid ſhe, you are 
more beautiful than the ſtars ; you ſhall be the 
Happieſt maid in the. world, becauſe you have a- 
good heart: let me conduct 3 affairs; before 
the night is paſſed, you ſhall ſpeak to thg wor- 
thy youth Herve. Ah! how happy you are to 
have "triumphed over the heart of this pretty 
gentleman ; if you knew but half his charms, 
ou would love him as he loves you. June 
bleſs him, dear lamb, he kiſſed me a hundred 
times to get me to aſſiſt him; do you know, 
flower of beauty, that this little rogue has not 
let me be at reſt, ſince he has taken refuge wich 
me, my dear mother, ſays he, I cannot live 
without * letting Doripela know that I am 
Free, and that I love her more than ever. In 
ſhort, I was obliged to grant him his requeſt ; 
he is too lovely to be refuſed. I came and en- 
quired among your neighbours what kind of 
woman your aunt was. She is very devout; 
that was information enough for me to be on 
my guard; but do you be eaſy, and don't you 
go to bed to night, and when Jos hear a whiſtle 
in the ſtreet, come to me. I ſhall not tell you 


any thing more, for fear they ſhould ſurprize us 
together; I Thall petition the gods to favour our 
Lone: be diſcreet, and your veſſel will arrive 
At the deſired haven. - Juſt as the good mother 
finiſhed her diſcourſe, the door opened, and my 

| . aunt 


WoMAN HATER, 11 


aunt came in to enquire after the old lady's 
health. Alas! faid ſhe, rowling her eyes and 
wiping her face, I find I ſhall not overcome this 
cruel attack ; IT have thanked all the gods with- 
out forgetting one, but I have ſomething on my 
conſcience, that I would fain unfold to ſome pi - 
ous body, or I ſhall die deſpairing of ſalvation. 
Alas! why did I take charge of this precious 
truſt ; how do know but robbers may take ad- 
vantage of my abſence, and ſteal it? Ah! ho- 
ly and pious lady, aid me with your good, couh - 
cil; I have ſome money that is not mine, and 
in caſe I die, 1 ſhould rather you had it. Get 
out of the room you little huzzy, muſt you be 
always prying into every thing; ſald my aunt, 
as ſoon as the old woman ſpoke of her money. 
I perceived the old woman was going to play her 
a trick, but I could not conceive how it would 
all end; however, I hoped for the beſt: the 
thoughts of ſeeing my dear 1 5 flattered me, 
but the old woman's plot ſo frightened me, I 
could not refolve on what I ſhould do. Not- 
withſtanding my inexperience, I ſaw plainly that 
this ſcheme would lead me too far; I ſhould 
have carried theſe refleQiong farther, had not 
another motive, viz, curio ſity, agitated me: 
there was a little cloſet, in which they put 
wood, that had a door wh ich opened into the 
room where my aunt and the old woman Wert; 
I ſtepped into it, and put my ear cloſe to a little 
hole, where I heard every ching they ſaid. I 
could not conceive what the old woman's intent 
was; I was not wiſe e ough to ſolve this enig- 
'ma, but it was not long be bse lhe explained it. 
Coty, 2050-54 36 L ni. This 
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This pious old woman began with my aunt, 
by boaſting of having been one of the creditable 
women in the city; ſhe perſuaded her, that ſhe 
was born of a good family, and that ſhe had had 
a very pretty fortune ; Wat the acknowledged, 
with many ſobs and tears, that ſhe had been 
_ fooliſh in her youth, and let thoſe wicked mon- 
ſters, men, deprive her of it; but that being 
grown old, and paſt all pleaſure, ſhe had re- 
paired the follies and wickedneſs of her paſt life, 
by giving all ſhe had left to the prieſts of the 
ſun; ſhe pretended, that by this gift, ſhe had 
8 confidence, and that they had let 
ber into all their ſecrets, and initiated her in 
their myſteries; they have not had any reaſon, 
ſaid ſhe, to Feet Tx of my diſcretion; I 
would die, ſooner than let any body know of 
their robberies ; their want öf religion, and the 
legacies that they procure to be left them, to 
the ruin of families: No, no, I will keep my 
truſt but in this preſent caſe, Where my peace of 
mind depends, ſomething may be done, but it 
hall be done in a holy manner. 4 wel 
The good woman, who had began with ſuch 
infinite art, thought ſhe ought to intereſt my 
_ aunt by ſome event, or perhaps, her imagina- 
tion failed her, and ſhe wanted to gain time for 
reflection; whatever might be the cauſe, ſhe let 
| Herſelf fall on the bed, as if ſhe had been ſtran- 
. gled ; the, in appearance, was unable to ſpeak ; 
me could only with great difficulty bring out ſin- 
_ gle words. Oh! Phebus, cried ſhe, — take — 
pity — on — me —, to whom — ſhall I truſt — 
my treaſure? Muſt I die — without placing 
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it — in pious hand? Am I not miſtreſs of it, 
and may I not give it away: in a word, my 
aunt, who loved money, was greatly intereſted 
by all this, and wiſhed to ſee the concluſion. 
The good woman let her have ſufficient time 
to heighten her impatience, and then went on: 
ſhe diſcovered, with an embarraſſed air, that 
ſhe had been till that time the receiver of the 

rieſts of the ſun, and that it was to her they 
rought all the riches that. they could gain by 
their addreſs. She related that it was about four 
days before, a rich banker died in their arms, 
and that while one conſoled his wife, who was 
in the deepeſt ſorrow, the other carried away 
from his ſtrong box an immenſe ſum, having 
taken an 1 to get the key, while he 
was praying by the deceaſed; they have brought 
this _ to me, continued this fog! mother, 
in order that it they ſhould be ſuſpected, and 
any noiſe made about it by the injured party, 
who can and conſequently would obtain an or- 
der to ſearch, but all in vain, _ "= - 
Things thus falling out, the prieffs would 
hereby compel the heirs of the banker 
large ſum for reparation of the ſcandaly 
that means intimidate others, who ſh 
to ſuſpet them. See how the affai 
faid ſhe, I have a great coffer, in whic 
money that they have ſtole is put. My Yeſfign 
is, as I may die in a moment, or I may live, 
that is as the gods are pleaſed to grant, to have 
this coffer brought to me; and, if I die, leave 
it to ſome pious ſoul, who may do what ſhall 
\ ſeem good to them with it, eee 
| My. 
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My aunt, without heſitation, offered to exe - 
cute her will, and propoſed a plan to which the 

old woman had no objection, it was deemed ne- 
ceſſary to wait till night, at which time two 
men were ſent for the precious coffer; they 
found it in the old woman's chamber covered 
with tapeſtry, and notwithſtanding its weight, 
they brought it to our houſe : my aunt was dou- 
ble diligent in this affair, but carefully concealed 
the motive; ſhe ſent her whole family to bed ; 
and pretended out of devotion to watch by the 
ſick woman; I was ſent to my chamber, but 
fhall not deſcribe my ſituation; Dear couſin, 
you certainly can ſuppoſe what it was. A mo- 
eſt girl, unacquainted with his deſigns, but ex- 
pects to ſee her lover during the night, muſt 
have various ſtruggles in her breaſt, when ſhe 
conſiders herſelf on-the brink of ſo hazardous an 
event. You muſt acknowledge this was very 
embarraſſing, but to come to. ſomething more 
_ Intereſting, you know I am lively, and cannot 
— bear a ſtate of uncertainty, I was reſolved, un- 
der favour of the dark, to pry into the plot that 
was laying on my account, and was vaſtly an- 

- xious about this coffer, though I did not know 
very well, why this precious depoſit had been 
carrif into my aunt's chamber. I wanted 
greatly to. ſee it, ſhe always had lights during 
the night in her apartment. I thought to glide 
ſoftly into her chamber, but was not a little diſ- 
appointed to find the door ſhut, I judged that 

the coffer occaſioned it, I went to the cloſet 
where I had heard the old woman's ſtory, but 
was greatly ſurprized not to ſee my aunt, 1 7 
2 4 cialla 
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cially as ſhe had ſent us all to bed, that ſhe might 
watch with her: my curioſity increaſed, and 1 
went again to her chamber, but in vain, for 
the doors were ſo cloſely ſhut that I could not 
diſcern any light ; but what will not the imagi- 
nation arrive at, when it is urged by curioſity ? 
J recolleed a door out of another apartment 
that led into my aunt's ; this apartment had be- 
longed to my deceaſed uncle, and was unfut- 

niſhed; it ſerved for a lumber room, and al- 
ways ſtood open. I went to it by a back ſtair 
caſe and got te this door, and ſaw very plain 
through the keyhole into my aunt's room : ſhe 
was kneeled down, and with a great bunch of 
keys endeavouring to open the coffer ; ſhe tried 
all her keys over and over again, but not one of 
them would do; I could not help laughing at 
her impatience, and at the folemn manner with 
which ſhe curſed the keys, nor could I have 
thought ſo pious a woman was capable of doing 
ſo; and, if I had not been reſtrained by fear, 
I ſhould have burſt into a loud laugh. My cha- 
ritable aunt, having found by reiterated proofs, 
that it was impoſſible to ſucceed, ſeemed to be 
in a deep ſtudy, and I loſt ſight of her for ſome 
moments, but ſhe ſoon returned with other 
keys. She tried them all, one was too little, 
another was too big, one weht in and turned 
round; ſhe began to thank the gods for her ſuc+ 
ceſs, but it turned without opening the coffer, 
what hearty curſes followed ; my good relation, 
with the moſt violent rage threw the keys on 
the ground, and ſtam on them, and uſed 
theſe poor inanimate things as ill Wr 
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do me. In her rage ſhe bruiſed and hurt her 
hands with the keys, then ſhe ſtamped and 
ſwore like a mad woman; after theſe vain efforts 
ſhe appeared pretty tranquil, and ſeemed to me- 
ditate: at laſt ſhe went to an ivory cabinet, and 
took out a little parcel, which ſhe put in her 


boſom, and then went away. I waited ſome 


minutes, but finding ſhe had left her apartment, 
I returned to ſee what the other old woman was 
about, and had juſt entered the door, when, to 
my no ſmall conſternation, I was near meetin 
my aunt; had it not been for her cough, which 
- Juckily forewarned me, I ſhould have run full in 
her way. Heaven knows what would have be- 
come of me, if I had not hid myſelf behind a 
door, till ſhe had paſſed ; but ſhe changed her 
mind ſuddenly, and returned to her chamber ; 
the curioſity 1 had to know why ſhe did ſo, 
made-me reſolve_to go and watch her a ſecond 
time; I was going to put this deſign in execu- 
tion, when the fatal whiſtle ſtruck my ears: I 
was ready to ſwoon away and trembled every 
limb: my legs ſunk under me; it was ſome mi- 
nutes before f was able to ſtir; I did not know 
what to do, and was in a ſtate that deſerved pi- 
ty; the ardent defire I had to ſee a youth who 


was dear to me, and who had ſuffered ſo much 


for me, overcame every other conſideration: 1 
crawled, for I was ſcarce able to walk, to the 
old woman, when ſhe ſaw me, ſhe made a fign 
for me to come nearer' to her. I am terribly 
perplexed, ſaid ſhe, and do not know what to 
do; it was I that blew the whiſtle out of the 
window; Siniſtin is here, but he might as well 
0 not 


—- 
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not be; he is ſhut up, and I cannot invent any - 
means to releaſe him; try what you can do on 
this critical occaſion : we ſhall be ruined if you 
have not art enough to bring us out of a per- 
plexing affair, RT NT 

I trembled at hearing this: all my aunt's ſeve- 
rity ſtarted into my imagination; if I am diſco- 
vered, ſaid I to myſelf, I ſhall be the victim of 
the adventure: no time ſhould be loſt, ſaid the 
old woman; we muſt be active, your lover is 
ſhut in the coffer ; here is the key. I deſigned, 
when I contrived this ſcheme, to have had the 
coffer brought into the room where I was, then 
we ſhould have ſucceeded to our wiſh; but your 

_ forcereſs of an aunt would not hear reaſon, and 
1 aRted the character of a perſon too ſick to inſiſt 
on it; all I could do was to ſteal into her chami- - 
ber, though I did not know it very well; but I 
followed her once from this room, and got a 
ſight of the cheſt. as ſhe went into it. My te- 
merity would have met with fucceſs, and 1 
ſhould have let $inz/7i2 out; but, to my great 
diſappointment, the door was ſhut : I am fright» _ 
en'd for fear this unhappy youth ſhould be ſmo- 
ther'd in this cloſe prifon, notwithſtanding the 
precaution I have taken to have holes bored in 
the.ſides; if you are as anxious as I am, Dri- + 
pela, for the life of a lovely youth, who adores 
you, take the key, run and. open the coffer, 
and, by this generous hazard, put an end to all 
our fears. EET 

This explanation augmented. my fears; it 
was no time for diſſimulation, and the danger 

Was too preſſing. I told the old woman of on 

| tria 
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trials I had ſeen my aunt make, and the care 
ſhe had taken to ſhut herſelf in, that ſhe might 
not be ſurprized. You diſtract me, faid the old 
woman, I do not know what to do, unleſs you 
go and cry at her door that I am dying; ſhe will 
come out to me, and then do you take the op- 
Pportunity and open the coffer, let the young man 
out, and hide him ſomewhere : if your aunt 
ſhould chide you for having come to me, you 
muſt ſay that my cries were great, and that you 
ran to aſſiſt me; go, continued the old woman, 
it is the only means left to ſave your lover, and 
fo preyent our ruin. I made no reply, the time 
was too precious to be loſt in vain refleCtions, - 
and was going out to execute her project, when 
we heard a noiſe at the door; my aunt was 
coming to us; what was to become of me? 

The old woman did not ſay an thing, but 
made a ſign for me to hide myſelf under the 
bed ; the door opened, but that I might not be 
perceived, ſhe made ſeveral toſſings, and other 
motions, like a perſon in convulſions : my aunt 
Was the dupe of this contrivance, this would 
Have been a favourable moment to have releaſed 
Siniſtin, if I had thought of ſtealing out of the 
room, inſtead of hiding myſelf, but it was now 
too late; you muſt imagine, Urgocine, I was 
not very eaſy, though the old woman played her 
part to a miracle, and counterfeited a perſon 
- convulſed ſo naturally, that ſhe almoſt deceived 
me: ſhe feigned to fall into a ſwoon, that m 
aunt might go to fetch aſſiſtance, and that 

might eſcape and releaſe Siniſlin, but, alas ! the 
unfortunate old woman did not foreſee, that ar 
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would be taken in her own ſnare, and that the 
was going to become herſelf the victim of her 
wretched projections. I waited with the utmoſt 
impatience, Th my releaſe from the uneaſy fitu- 
ation in which I was, when the old woman 
gave ſeveral toſſes, and made ſuch ſtrong con- 
vulſive motions, that I was afraid the part ſhe 
played would diſcover me; twice the cloaths 
were off, and I-was near being ſeen by my 
aunt, The old woman continued to ſpring, 
and I thought overacted her part, and could not 
conceive how all this would end: my aunt did 
not ſpeak a word, but watched her; I dreaded 

every moment that the old woman would cruſh - 
me to, pieces by her violent motions : never be- 
fore had I been in ſo terrible a fituation. The 
pretended, as I thought, convulſions ceaſed, 
and I heard my aunt ſay in 2 low voice, ah! 
paſs out of this world into another; haſte, thou 
Baſt lived long enough; it is but juſt that 1 
ſhould receive the benefit of thy ill gained 
1 0 which thy credulity has put into my 
hands. 0 4 | | 
I was ſtruck with the greateſt horror, and did 
nor doubt but my wretched aunt had poiſoned 
the old woman under pretence of relieving her, 
and recalled to mind the little packet that ſhe _ 
had taken out of her cabinet: I trembled at this 
idea, but durſt not ſtir. Alas! had I not rea- 
ſon to tremble at this deed, and the conſe- 
quence ? When the old woman ſhewed no fur- 


ther ſigns of life, my cruel aunt went out; I 


made haſte to quit the place, but did not know 
what to do, and was twenty times going to 


open-: 
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open the door of the houſe and run away, but 
my heart failed me, the darkneſs of the night 
' frighted me, beſides, I could not reſolve to - 
- abandon the unfortunate Siniſlin: I had the key 
of the coffer, there remained only how to open 
it. My aunt, agitated by the horrid action ſhe 
had committed, might give me an opportunity; 
I reſolved to watch, and had not any other part 
to take for the preſent; the future I was too 


much troubled to think of. I crept ſoftly to my 
aunt's chamber door, it was open, and had more 
courage than you'll imagine: I went into her 


room, and hid myſelf in a little cloſet, and 
watched the favourable moment; preſently, my 
aunt came into her chamber, and walked about 
in the greateſt diſtraction; ſhe then went out, 
and ſhut all the doors after her; I heard her 


open the outward door, and ran to the window 
and ſaw her in the ſtreet, with a lanthorn in her 


hand; I waited till ſhe had got ſome diſtance, 
and did not know what to think of this, but 
was not long before I knew the reaſon. 


I then went to the precious coffer, but trem- 


- bled as I approached it, for fear my unfortunate 


lover ſhould be ſuffocated, and did all I could to 


. animate my courage. I called to him, Siniſtin, 


faid I, anſwer me; I am come to deliver you 


from your wretched fituation, This I ſpoke 
loud, but to my great concern he did not an- 
ſwer me, I gave myſelf up to my apprehenſions, 
and burſting into tears, cried out, ah! he is 
dead; ah ! he has ſacrificed himſelf for me; I 
will follow him, and will not ſurvive all that I 
dove in the world: Taid this, and a great deal 


more, 


more, which I cannot recollect without bluſh- | 


ing; for, my dear couſin, he was not dead, 
but, being unwilling to run any riſque in an- 
ſwering me, he would firſt be certain it was me 
who ſpoke to him. A little curioſity was mixt, 
at laſt, with his prudence, and he was willing 
to make uſe of the fright I was in to ſound my 
ſecret ſentiments. Was it not pardonable in a 
lover? He let me remain in my uncertainty 
for ſome time, at laſt, touched with my tears, 
he ſpoke to me! Open the cheſt N 8 
don't grieve for me, I am well; if I had been 
dead, ſuch ſorrow, and ſuch complaints, would 
have recalled me to life. I ſtarted at hearin 
his voice, and was ſo overcome with ſhame and 
joy, that I ſet him at liberty without ſpeaking - 
a word, I» | I 
He threw himſelf at my feet as ſoon as he 


had liberty; my life is yours, ſaid he, but - 


do not make you a new preſent, for I conſecra- 
ted it to you the firſt moment I beheld you: I 
was too much alarmed, to know what anſwer I 
made him; all that I remember is, that he ex- 
preſſed the higheſt tranſports of joy, and I can- 
not deny that I ſhared them with him, but was 
ſtill diſquieted with the thoughts of what had 
paſſed. I told Siniſtin my uneaſineſs, and the 
reaſons that occaſioned it, he ſeemed to have a 
tender heart, and teſtified the greateſt concern 
on hearing of the old woman's death; he wept - 
for her, as if ſhe had been his mother; it is to 


her that I owe the happineſs Jenjoy, ſaid he, it 


was ſhe who contrived the ſcheme of the coffer 
and 1 am che cauſe of ber death; I S 
1 with 
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with ſatisfaction the. goodneſs of his diſpoſition, 
but ſa a neceſſity to reſolve on ſomething ; _ 
there was no time tb be loſt, Siniſtin let me lee 
that he had as much ſpirit as beauty, he conclu- 
ded, that for my honour, which he aſſured me 
was as dear to him as his own, that we muſt 
endeavour to keep all that was paſſed ſecret; if 
this old woman's death is diſcovered, ſaid he, 
your aunt will be puniſhed, and her diſgrace will 
revert to you; I have thought of an expedient 
which may bring her to reflect on her crimes 
and frighten her, and which cannot have any ill 
_ conſequence; however little I was inclined to 
it, after the dreadful accidents. that had paſſed, 
1 2 not help laughing at the ſcheme he pro- 


Young people are too lively to foreſee every 
thing; when we were going out of the cham- 
ber to execute our project, we found the door 
locked, although I ought to have remembered 
this, I was not the leſs alarmed, but the youth 
was not ſurprized. I have ſeveral times, faid 
he, opened my father's cloſet to get money to 
make merry with, perhaps I may be able to 
get out of this ſcrape; one thought produced 
another; while he was endeavouring to execute 
his deſign, I recollected the bunch of keys I had 
ſeen in my aunt's hand, ſoon found them, and 
luckily one of them effected our liberty, and 
gave us the opportunity of purſuing our project. 

Wee found a great deal of trouble in the exe- 
cution, although the youth was very ſtrong for 
| his age, yet it was not without great difficulty 
ve were able to carry the old woman into my 

| | aunt's 
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.aunt's apartment, and were forced to reſt ſeve- 
ral times. I trembled every moment for fear 
my aunt ſhould come in; Siniſtin laughed at my 
- fears, and, to make me eaſy, bolted the ſtreet 
door; ſhe ſhall wait, ſaid he, till we have done 
our taſk, and may come in when we pleaſe to 
let her; however ſhocking the object was before 
my eyes, I could not help laughing at Siniftin, 
. who propoſed putting the old woman into my 
aunt's bed, and that we ſhould liſten how. 
frighted ſhe would be on finding the old lady; 
or, ſaid he, let us 5 and prop her up in the en- 
try, that ſhe may fall upon your aunt at her 
opening the door. - i! at 
hbeſe projects he offered with much drollery, 
and, after ſome laughter, we did with a deal of 
labour, get the old woman into the apartment, 
and thruſt her in the coffer which we locked, 
and took away the key. We did not doubt but 
that my aunt, on her return, would open it, 
and find an unexpected treaſure. We conjec- 
tured that ſhe was gone to fetch a ſmith, or to 
procure ſome inſtrument to open the cheſt, and 
were not a little pleaſed at the aſtoniſhment 
with which my aunt would ſurvey the old wo- 
man. As ſoon as we had finiſhed our job, 1 
begged Siniſtin to leave the houſe immediately, 
for b deſigned to go to my chamber, and wait 
the event. Scarce had I made him ſenſible of 
my reaſons, both for the ſake of decency, and 
from fear, than he threw himſelf at my feet: 
- why will you force me from you? ſaid he, is it 
indecent for a brother to be near his ſiſter, and ' 
to conſole her at a time when ſhe may w_ * ? 
Ve 


7 
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I love you, at leaſt, as well as a brother; let 
me remain here, and I promiſe you that I will 
not give you the leaſt cauſe for uneaſineſs: you 
know I can climb and cling like a cat, I will take 
care your aunt ſhall not ſee me, and ſhall eaſily 
get out of the houſe. I would abſolutely be 
obeyed, he promiſed he would obey me, but he 
begged with tears that I would let him keep me 
company till my aunt came in, that I might not 
be frighted at being alone with the dead body, 
and that he might ſee what would happen: that 
I could-not refuſe him; he is a little rebel, wha 
knows haw to beg with ſo much grace, that it 
is impoſſible to reſiſt him. Thus was he plead- 
ing, when we heard the ſtreet door open, we 
had drawn: back the bolts, and ran into a cloſet 
in the room where the old woman died, and 
ſaw thrqugh the key-hole, by the light of the 
lanthorn, my aunt and a man following her. 
She came into the room with him ; here, ſaid 
ſhe, in this bed is the corps that I told you of. 
I perceived that this man had his eyes bound, 
and that ſhe led him by the hand : I do not feel 
it, ſaid the man, there is not any thing 
here. Stay, ſaid my aunt, I will come and ſee; 
ſhe held the lanthorn to the bed, and not ſeeing 
the old woman there, ſhe wrung her hands in a 
fright. Ah!] I am deceived, faid ſhe, this wo- 
man was not dead, but, without doubt, in a 
lethargy; if ſo, replied the man, I have no bu- 
ſineſs here. No; replied my aunt, but it is 
juſt that I ſhould recompence you as much as if 
you had executed what I expected of you : after 


this 


% 
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this ſhe gave him a piece of gold, and conducted 
him out, as ſhe had brought him in. | 

I thought it beſt to go into my chamber, that 
if my aunt ſhould take a fancy to look for me 
ſhe might find me there. Siniſtin was of my 
opinion; as to him, I concealed him in the 
empty apartment that I ſpoke of, where I wa: 
to come to him as ſoon as I ſhould be eaſy about 
the expected viſit. A moment after all this was 
done, I heard my aunt, who returned, and 
opened and ſhut ſeveral doors; the uneaſineſs 
the felt at not finding the old woman in her bed, 
cauſed her to make a general ſearch ; ſhe came 
to my chamber, as I had foreſeen, I forgot to 
tell you that, for fear ſhe ſhould take it into her 
head to lock me in, as ſhe did ſometimes, that 
I had taken away the key; ſhe came to the fide 
of my bed, where I was pretending to be faſt 
aſleep, to be certain whether I ſlept or not ſhe 
touched me, I did not ſtir. If thou hadſſ my 
uneaſineſs, little girl, ſaid ſhe, thou wouldſt not 
ſleep ſo quietly ; ſhe then left me, Ah ! inno- 
cent youth, ſaid ſhe, as ſhe was going out, how 
I envy thy pleaſures ! 4 | 

I ſtaid ſome time for fear of meeting her, then 
left my chamber and went to Siniſtin, he took 
hold of my hand, and led me to my aunt's door, 
where we ſaw her hard at work with a hammer 
and a chiſſel, breaking open the coffer ; the 
ſweat ran down her face, and ſhe attacked this 
treaſure with more vigour than I thought ſhe 
was capable of; ſhe took a handkerchief from 
her neck that embarraſſed her, and curſing, 
threw it to the ground ; the coffer gave way on 

Vox. II, C drawing 
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drawing the nails of the hinges, and there now 
remained very little difficulty to open it; but 
how ſhall I deſcribe what followed. My avari- 
tious aunt raiſed the lid, and, as ſhe could not 
very well diſtinguiſh objects, ſhe took a flam- 
beaux to look into the cheſt, ready to ſeize the 
expected treaſure ; but, on ſight of the old wo- 
man, ſhe was ſo frighted, that ſhe trembled 
every joint; her hands, her head, her arms, al 
ſhook ; ſhe opened her mouth to cry out, and it 
remained ſo ; her voice died away in its paſſage; 
| ſhe had kneeled down in order to examine her 
treaſure more at her eaſe, or ſhe would have fel 
on the floor: ſhe was too weak to ſuſtain herſelf 
even in that poſture ; but ſunk down and her 
head fell on the face of the corps. I eannot eve 
call to mind this ſight without ſhuddering, and 
am as much frighted as if it had juſt happened, 
No longer could I ſuſtain this ſpeQacle, but re- 
tired; Siniſtin followed me; fly, ſaid I, al 
theſe: horrors, and give me time to breath, IM - 
will go and ſhut myſelf in my chamber and wait], 
my fate. You are the innocent cauſe of what _ 
has happened; without you, unhappy as I was r 


— 


I ſhould have been leſs ſo than I am at preſent &< 
my ſaying this affected Siniſtin; he took ml a 
hands and wet them with his tears; I will g h 
and die then, ſaid he, ſince you drive me fro n 
you; without you, what will become of me hi 
my father ſearches. every where for me; wha it 
may I not expect if he catches me? Thaw - 
Joſt all in —_ my old woman; ſhe woul n 
have given me ſhelter from a juſtly exaſperateſ tat 


father; how can I conſole myſelf if I do - 
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fee you again; ah! I will go and die: not any 
thing but ending my days can preveut the ills 
that I foreſee. — 

This complaint of the young Siniſtin's pierced 
my heart; I ſaid to him, he crying more than 
ever, what would you have me do? Jan in my 
aunt's power, who will ruin me if ſhe has any. 
ſuſpicion of my being acquainted with what has 
paſſed. I know, ſaid he, taking my hand, that 
you have another aunt, who is of a more gentle 
character, and with whom you will live hap- 
pier ; why don't you take refuge there, and let 
her know the reaſons which oblige you to do it ? 
if ſhe was leſs humane than they ſay ſhe is, ſhe 
would receive you with open arms, and applaud 
your conduct; if I ſee you ſafe from the misfor- 
tunes that you are involved in, I ſhall be more 
| tranquil, and will find ſome means to gain my 

pardon, and go into the army, Perhaps in 

time I may render myſelf worthy of approach- 
ing you, without our families oppoſing a happi- 
neſs, for the enjoyment of which 1 would loſe 
a thouſand lives if I had them, 
This propoſal of Sini/tin's was agreeable te 

me, and the more ſo, as for ſome months be- 

fore, my aunt Nagoele had made an offer to the 

aunt with whom I lived, to take me to her 

houſe, becauſe ſhe had thoughts of going a jour- 
ney : a ſhort reflection determined me to follow 

his advice, and we immediately prepared to put 
it in execution. / 
I came here, dear Urgocine, attended by Si- 
niſtin, who left me at the door, and was ſo agi- 
tated with the ſtep I had taken, that I ſcarce 
[28,1 C 2 received 


* 
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received his compliment at parting : I could not, 
however, help crying, when I ſaw him go 
away; he turned his head a hundred times, till 
he was at too great a diſtance to ſee me; he had 

| aſked my permiſſion to attempt the ſeeing me; 
I could not refuſe him, but it was on condition 
that he ſhould not again make an old woman 
his meſlenger. 

I was received with open arms; my aunt 
Nagoele was greatly pleaſed with my putting 
confidence in her; ſhe aſſured me that I need 
not be under any apprehenſion, and that ſhe 
would treat me as if I was her own child; ſhe 
let me know that you was with her, and ac- 

uainted me with your melancholy temper, and 
the little regard you paid to her advice, Some 
days after ſhe defired me to engage you to be 
more complaiſant to her leſſons; gratitude 
prompted me to promiſe all that lay in my pow- 
er ; the goodneſs of this aunt, who, in compa- 
riſon of the other, is a goddeſs, ſoon made me 
return to my natural gaiety, which the ill treat- 
ment I had met with had eclipſed, and ſoon 
found myſelf ſo happy that I would not have 
changed my ſituation on any conſideration, 
I learned two days after by my aunt Nagoele, 
that the aunt I left, being 22 that the 
ſpectacle I told you of was a prodigy ſent from 1 
heaven to puniſh her, thought it neceſſary to F 
take a reſolution that would make ſome atone- a 
ment for her paſt conduct; ſhe fold all her Ce 
s, and retired to a temple of veſtals; ſhe ma 
as made me heir to ſome part of her fortune, || the 


and has given the reſt to the poor. 
| 1 I had 
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I had been eight days without feeing young 


| Sini/tin, and I cannot help owning to you Urgo- 


cine, that it gave me a great deal of pain; but 1 
met him yeſterday as I was going to the temple 
with my aunt, and I found that he was prepa- 
ring to ſpeak to me, but I made him a ſign not 
to do it; and he, as ſubmiſſive as uſual, obey'd, 
After what is paſſed, and ſuch reſpect ſo con- 
ſtantly preſerved, is it a crime for me, my dear 
couſin, to give this youth ſome innocent marks 
of my friendſhip? No, doubtleſs, and I ac- . 
Nets $54 to you freely that I cannot help do- 
ing it; he paſſed by; he durſt not, as you ſaw, - 
ſtop near us, and I cannot believe that his ma- 
king us a bow, or me ſome-obliging ſigns, could 
hurt my delicacy or character. I have always 
aN myſelf on both, and ſhall do as long as I 
ive; but as I do not think in this I was wanting 
to either, ſo I ſhall not diſſemble or play the hy- 
pocrite ſo far as to pretend to be ſori 7 for what I 
have done. An amiable youth, who is unhappy 
from having loved me, and loved me too well, 
I cannot think of uſing ill. In ſhort, his reſ- 
pe, and his friendſhip for me, is ſo pure, that 
not any perſon never ſo ſcrupulous, could take 
a at it without appearing extremely ridi- 
culous. 

Doripela ſpoke theſe laſt words in a ſharp 
tone; at which I could not help ſmiling, I per- 
ceived her heart ſeemed fixed in this young 
man's favour, and I remarked to her how much 
the continuance of ſuch an affection might em- 
barraſs her; and made her recollect the misfor- 
tunes that this inclination, innocent as it was, 

C 3 | had 
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had occaſioned. My morality was not well re- 
ceived ; ſhe only made a jeſt of it, and ſaid, if 
ever any one found the — to pleaſe me, I 
ſhould perhaps be leſs circumſpect than ſhe had 
been. This ſpeech affronted me; and my vani- 
ty was piqued at it, I cannot anſwer, for the 
future, returned I, and yet leſs what impreſſions 
may one day be made on my heart ; but this I 
am aſſured of, that if I am fooliſh enough to be 
prepoſſeſſed in favour of a lover, I ſhall not only 
take care not to be wanting in point of circum- 
ſpection, but ſhall alſo take care to keep him igno- 
rant of the ſentiments with which he ſhall have in- 
ſpired me: I ſay ſtill farther that I will not ever 
give him an opportunity to ſpeak of his love, 
any more than to penetrate the ſecrets of my 
heart, | | wy 
This farcaſm piqued her greatly, but ſhe en- 
deavoured to conceal it from me, and turned 
everything I ſaid into irony with her uſual plea- 
ſantry, though reſolved within herſelf to be re- 
venged on, and oblige me by experience to ac- 
knowledge,” that when the heart is once fub- 
jected to the empire of love, people are leſs on 
their guard than uſual, 1 0 
L bo little expected her reſentment, and was 
ſo far from imagining ſhe meditated revenge, 
that I became more intimatg and friendly than 
before, though I oft repeated that I diſapproved 
of the manner in which ſhe had fixed and con- 
tinued her affection for Siniſlin. Notwithſtand- 
ing my admonitions ſhe ſaw Siniſtin almoſt 
every day, who had found means to get into the 
king's guards, and the leiſure that this pen at 
. Gly owe 
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fowed him was ſpent in ſeeking opportunities to 
ſee his miſtreſs, and as ſhe was not at all back- - 
ward on her ſide, they were frequently at the win- 
dows, which were even with the ſtreet, and unleſs. 
he had been in the apartment, he could not be 
nearer. When my aunt was at home, which 
was but ſeldom (for ſhe was very fond of play, 
and generally out upon parties) they wiote to 
each other, or met ſome where elſe; in ſhort. 
they grew every day more intimate ; I ſaw eve- 
ry thing, but now ceaſed to reprove her, and 
contented myſelf with pertorming my duty, and 
determined no more to meddle in her affairs. 

We had a governeſs, who ought to have pre- 
ſcribed rules for our conduct, but though ſhe: 
oft perceived my couſin's converſe, ſhe never 
blamed it; therefore I thought it was proper for 
me to be ſilent on the ſubject. 1 

In the mean time my couſin, who bore re- 
was reſolved at any rate to humble what her 
ſelf· love made her term my vanity; ſhe there- 
fore made ſeveral attempts to bring about what 
ſhe had projected, and at laſt prevailed. on her 
lover, who was really very handſome, to make 
his addreſſes to me, to feion having facrificed 
her, and to uſe his utmoſt endeavours: to pleaſe 
and force me to own it. She hoped after this 
advantage, to have that of ſurprizing us at ſome 
of our private interviews, where ſhe intended to 
reproach me with my falſe wiſdom ; and I heard 
afterwards, that it required all the empire ſhe 
had over Siniſtin's heart to induce him to ſtrive 
to play me this cruel trick: he appeared to have 

C4 great 


ſentment for what I had ſaid about her amour, * 
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great probity, and he was a long time before he 
could bring himſelf to have any hand in this un- 
worthy artifice; they quarrelled twice on this 
ſubject, but as he loved my couſin tenderly, and 
ſhe menaced him with not ever ſeeing him again, 
unleſs he complyed with her requeſt ; he, at 
length, with infinite regret, yielded, They 
fixed the day on which he was to begin to play 
his part, and that he might make his court with- 
out being interrupted by my couſin, ſhe made 
uſe of another artifice with my aunt, who per- 
mitted her to go and ſpend ſome days in the 
country, having gained my aunt's phyſician. 
Theſe gentlemen are ſometimes very complai- 
ſant, and under a pretence of a change of air 
being neceſſary for her health, ſhe obtained 
what ſhe deſired. 
Very far from doubting any thing of all this, 
T was truly ſorry for Doripela's departure, and I 
expreſſed it to her with a fincerity that ought to 


| 

have made ſome impreſſion on her: ſhe aſſured 
me that ſhe ſhould return as ſoon as it was poſſi- X 
ble, and that if I was really affected with this h 
feparation, it was- reciprocal; and that ſhe £ 
mould feel the utmoſt impatience to ſee me 7 
again. ö | a 
I was fooliſh enough to ſhed tears at our ſe- = 
puration; this girl had ſomething about her that nd 
forced one to love her; beſides the moſt agreea- th 
ble gaiety, ſhe had a great ſhare of good ſenſe, it 
and TY very prepoſſeſſing in her manner, ar 
and was ſo lively in her converſation, that it m 
Was difficult to be dull a moment with her. he 
| . Scarce Win 


>. 
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Scarce was ſhe gone, than I my- 
ſelf for the little uneaſineſs I had cauſed her, 
recalled to my mind every diſobliging thing I 
had ſaid to her, and refolved to make her 
amends at her return for all theſe mortifications, 
by teſtifying ſo much friendſhip for her, that ſhe 
ſhould entirely forget them. 

I was in this favourable diſpoſition, when her 
lover appeared, and was aſtoniſhed at it ; ſhe 
had ſeen him two days before, I judged that 
there was ſome little quarrel on foot, and that 
Doripela, to puniſh Siniſtin, was gone without 
telling him of it: I pitied in my mind this 
youth, and imagined how uneaſy he would be 
at my couſin's not coming to him as uſual, but 
did not perceive that the whole was concerted, 
and that I was the dupe from my ſimplicity. 

Siniſtin, who ſeemed diſconcerted at 
ſeeing me, approached inſenſibly towards the 
window , where I was at work, and looked at 
me for ſome time with great attention: I thought 
at firſt that he was looking for my couſin, and 
was twice going to tell him that he expected 
her in vain ; I don't know whether my looks 
gave him courage, but he came nearer, and 
regarded me with an air ſo kind and reſpectful, 
and perceiving me looking towards him, he 
made me a low bow and a ſign, which I did 
not apprehend: What can all this mean? 
thought I ; does he take me for my couſin? 
it is yet light, and we are very different. 1 
am taller than Doripela; ber hair is light, and 
mine dark: I was fo perſuaded, however, that 
he took me for her, that I got up that he might 
find his miſtake ; but he did not ceaſe to make 
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me obliging ſigns, and came cloſer to the win- 
dow, and looked at me in the moſt tender 
manner; the conſtancy of his regards made me 
bluſh, and reſolve either to go away, or make 
him ſenſible of his miſtake; I did the laſt. 
Scarce had I opened my mouth to let him know. 
of my couſin's departure, and to teſtify my 
ſurprize at his not being acquainted with it, 
than he raiſed his eyes to heaven, and thanked 
the gods for having ar laſt bleſt him with the 
' delightful Sleafure” Be ſaid, of ſeeing me, and, 
bearing me ſpeak. ,*] was amazed at this 
You forget, without doubt, ſaid I, what I told 
you this inſtant; it is not Doripela to whom 
Jou ſpeak ; ſhe is gone into the country. This, 
far from making him change his conduct, ra- 
ther ſeemed to give him freſh courage. He 
told me without any diſguiſe, that he had not 
ſeen my couſin for ſome time with the ſenti- 
ments I ſuppoſed ; that I was the ſole object of 
his afſiduities ; that from the firſt moment he 
faw me, he could not avoid being unfaithful 
and making a new ſacrifice of his heart to m) 
beauty; that he had ftrove againſt it as much 
nas it was poſſible ; but that he found by repeat- 
ed trials: that he was no longer abie to live 
without loving me, and declaring it to me, and 
had for ſome time feigned with wy cdufin, and 


watched a favourable opportunity of declaring 2 
paſſion, n would continue till he was in 
r ee 
I as fo aftoniſhed at this unexpected ſpeech, 
that I ſuffered him to go on without interrup- | 
dan; be took advantage of my filence, and 


made 
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made uſe of every argument be thought likely 
to perſuade me: I did not find him 
and artleſs as my couſin had deſcribed him, or 
the profeſſion he had embraced had altered his 
manner of expreſſing himſelf ; let it be owing 
to what it would, I was embarraſſed how to 
anſwer him ; there were but two ways of doing 
it, either to expreſs my reſentment at his beha- 
viour, or to turn it into raillery; I choſe the. 
worlt of the two; and he doubtleſs. thought, 
that the pleaſantry with which I received his 
compliments ought to give him room to hope, 
and he let me perceive it. I ſmiled at this 
fooliſh conceit, and anſwered him, jeſtingly, 
that he was too eaſily inflamed for me to put 
any confidence in his profeſſions. . This reply 
drew on me a crowd of oaths ; I had not ever 
heard a love converſation, and did not find there 
was any thing in it ſo agreeable as my couſin 
had repreſented. I was at laſt tired with Siniſtin's 
profeſſions, and, to cut them ſhort, got up with, 
a firm reſolution, of not ever expoſing myſelf to 
the danger of hearing ſuch a diſcourſe again. 

When I was alone I reflected on what had, 


happened; the pretended inconſtancy of Siniſfin 


gave me a very bad opinion of men: I reſolved 
to preſerve my heart from their ſnares, and not, 
ever to put myſelf in a ſituation to have reaſon, 


- to mourn their inconſtancy. I pitied my poor, 


couſin ; ſhe became a thouſand times more 
dear to me, on conſideration how wretched her 
lover's ingratitude would make her when ſhe 
came to know of it; and that he might have 
no cauſe to complain of me for giving place to 
; it, 
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it, I reſolved more than ever to deprive him of 
every means of ſeeing me, and to guard againſt 
every art he could make uſe of for that purpoſe. 
At night, as I had reaſon to believe, he gave 
me a ſerenade; whatever taſte I had for mulick, 
which I had always loved, I did not take any 
pleaſure in S:7ftir's, though it was well per- 
formed, It came from an ungrateful wretch, 
whom I deſpiſed, and that was ſufficient to ten- 
der it diſagreeable: I kept ſo much upon my 
guard the following day, that I did not hear any 
thing of Siniſtin; the concerts continued ev 
night, but not any thing was capable of makin 
'me change my determination; I avoided wi 
care every opportunity that he ardently ſought, 
for to entertain me with his love. I found bil- 
lets on my toilet and gave them to my aunt. 
without opening them. It was from her I. 
learned that they were filled with complaints of 
my crvelty, and that every art had been tried to 
uviſh and ſoften it without ſucceſs : one of 
the domeſticks was bribed, and had: ſufficient 
inſdlence to offer me a billet from Siniftin ; I 
went and complained of him, and he was im- 
mediately diſcharged, which ought to have ſerved. 
as an example to the others, and I was in hopes 
I ſhould be at eaſe for the future, but Siniſſin 
was a youth who was too lively and impetuous 
to let difficulties drive him eaſily from his pur- 
poſe, aud found the ſecret of introducing himſelf 
znto the houſe under ſeveral diſguiſes. 


I was too watchful for him to ſucceed, all his. 
nterpriz es proved abortive ; I ſhut up myſelf in 
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my chamber whenever my aunt. went out, and 
did not open the door to any body while ſhe was. 
abſent : this conduct preſerved me from all his: 
ſnares, it was impoſſible for him to. invent an 
with ſucceſs,. I was continually on my —_—_ 
miſtruſtful. of every body; and more eſpecially 
of thoſe who wanted to inſinuate themſelves into 
my favour. ; 2 G 88 0 
In the mean time, my couſin, who was tired 
of the country, and unealy for want of knowing 
what her lover was doing during her abſence, 
returned in leſs than a fortnight. I was pleaſed 
with the ſight of her for ſeveral reaſons, her ab- 
ſence had been very painful to me, and by her 
preſence I was in hopes of being delivered from 
her loyer's importunities; ſhe aſked me a great 
many queſtions of the manner in which I had 
ſpent my time. while ſhe had been abſent; I an- 
ſwered her vaguely and put her off as well as I 
could, durſt. not make her ſo unhappy as to 
tell her of her lover's infidelity, and fancied it 
would be a ſenſible ſtroke to her; ſhe feigned: 
the firſt day not to know any thing of it, but as 
Siniſtin's love was known. to. the whole family, 


from the ſervant's being puniſhed, and from the 


attempts he had made to bribe the others, ſne 
was acquainted with the whole of Sini/ftin's pro- 
' ceedings ; ſhe made uſe of this pretext to ſpeak - 
to me about it, to diſcover my. ſentiments, as 
ſhe afterwards confeſſed; ſhe began by re- 
oaching me with want of friendſhip, and diſ- 
Saulatico: and ſaid, had it been her caſe, ſue 
Niould have behaved to me with more frankneſa, 
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and that ſhe did not know what to make of my 
having made a myſtery of her lover's incon- 


1 — anſwer ſo well for my conduct, that ſhe 
could not have reproached me if ſhe had thought 
her lover really unfaithful, which ſhe was far 
from doing, as ſhe thought herſelf more certain 
of his heart than ever, and believed his complai- 
ſance, and the efforts he had made uſe of to 
pleaſe me, were freſh proofs of his love; ſhe 
watched me all day with an exaQneſs, that not 
any thing leſs than her malignity could have in- 
duced her to do; at laſt, in order to gain my 

- confidence, ſhe affected to love me more than 
ever; I have loſt a lover, ſhe would ſay ſome- 
times; I was chagrined at it at firſt becauſe it 
piqued my vanity, but 1 have gained a faithful 
friend that more than conſoles me for the loſs; 
then ſhe would return to Siniſiin, I ought not to 
be angry with him, ſhe would fay, for his 
change, he is not maſter of his heart, he has 
given you ſufficient proofs that he loves you to 
. excels; his ingratitude ought not to be a reaſon. 
for his not meeting with a return of his love; 
on the contrary, it is a proof of the force of his 
love, and a pofitive mark of his delicacy, It 
appeared by theſe hints, that Doripela wanted 
to ſeduce me to favour her lover, and could not 
comprehend how an exaſperated miſtreſs could 
be thus inſenſible to the perfidy of an ungrateful 
wretch, and take ſuch an office on her: this ex- 
traordinary conduct did not continue long, it 
was 'a borrowed character ſhe TY to 
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play, but nature ſoon got the deter iel her dif- 
guiſe, ald fhiewed' her in her proper colours. 
One evening chat I was retired to my cham 
ber to go to bed, I remarked à flower pot ort 


which had not been there before ; 
I was ſuſpicious of it, and ealled my couſin out 
of her apartment which was adjoining to mine, 
as a proof, ſaid I, that I will not conceal any 
thing from you; p 2 which cer- 
tainly comes from your ſwain, and in 
which I fancy there is ſome myſtery; carry it 
into your room and examine it. Doripela an- 
ſwered me ſmiling, that I ſhould abſolutely affiſt 
her to ſolve the enigma if it was really one PULP 
as you pleafe, - ſaid I, it is indifferent to me, 
there is only one 2 concerns me, and that 
is, the temerity of thoſe that exeeuted this com- 
miſſion; my aunt ſhall be informed of it to 
morrow, and I will take ſuch care to diſcover 
them, that they ſhall receive the Nr row 
the deſervre. 
hile I was ſaying this, oer. was taking 

the flowers put of the pot one, — 

retence of findin lt the — ad | ke of; 

'"undrefled myMf while ſhe was thus employed, 
being very ett about the matter; on a 
ſudden the vaſe opened at the bottom, and di- 
covered a letter; you are right, ſaid ſhe, givi 
it to me, RAP bn oi tet us re 
it to amuſe us; read it yourſelf ſaid I, ſeyeral 
of theſe kind of billets * tome to me, and I 
would not evet look at the contents, [they inte- 
reſt me too little for me ever to break the reſplu- 
tion I have made, of not ever reading han 
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looked at my couſin after I had ſaid this, and 
perceived her turn pale at reading the letter; 
ah, ah! cried I ſmiling,. this letter affects you, 
it muſt ſurely be couched in very lively terms, 
to be capable of making ſo Rrong, an impreflion 
en you; no, replied Doripela, folding up the 
letter, it ĩs only filled with proteſtations of love, 
which are capable, nevertheleſs, of having the 
effect you ſay upon a heart that has any tender- 
neſs ; the emotion that you have remarked in 
me is natural, notwithſtanding the indifference 
and infidelity of Siniſtin; I cannot read the ex- 
preſſions and oaths which he ſo lately made uſe 
af to me, and with which this billet is filled, 
without feeling the 1. reſentment, and 
without being aſhamed of having formerly be- 
lieved them ſincere; it is impoſſible to ſee ſuch. 
perſidy with ſerenity, and I love you too much, 
not to exhort you to he cautious, that you do 
not become the dupe of ſuch proteſtations; 
my example ought to give you the aver- 
fron for ſuch monſters; if I had purſued fo wiſe 
a conduct, I ſhould not ever have debaſed my- 
ſelf ſo far, as to have liſtened to ſuch an impoſ- 
ture. T bis advice from my couſin amazed me; 
ſhe had not ever talked in this ſtrain before ; on 
- the contrary, ever ſince her return, the had not 
ceaſed to tell me, that there was not any thing 
ſocharming or engaging as the paſſion of a man, 
who knew how to love; far from raving againit 


her perjureg lover, the had always excuſed him. 
change. 0.7 d 
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ed her robe, when two letters fell from her 


boſom : I did not give any attention to them, 


for I was then only anxious how to aſſiſt her. 
I called a flave, and aſſiſted to carry my couſin. 
fo bed, and remained with her till ſhe came to 
herſelf, and believing repofe would be moſt ſa · 


lutary in her condition, I left her, and return- 
ed to my chamber, reflecting on what had 


paſſed, 

On entering my room, I took up the. letters 
which had fell from my couſin's boſom ; cu- 
rioſity, rather excited by what had Jately hap- 


poſed, than from any deſire of knowing her 


rets, induced me to open one of them. 
Judge how much I was ſurpriged at finding the 
contents, which I ſhall ever remember, to run 
thus, ; f 


From Siniſtin o Doripela. 


My ſlave brings you the pot of flowers on 
which we agreed the laſt time I ſaw you; put 
it at Urgocine's chimney piece, as you ſo hap- 
pily contrived: it is conſtructed with ſo much 
art, that if it is touched in a particular manner, 
the vaſe opens of iiſelf, the billet that I 
ſhewed you will fall out; be careful theref 
to take hold of the bottom of the vaſe, for i 
you touch one of the flowers the ſecret is 
ſpoiled, and no one but the workman can repair 
the damage. I have hopes of ſucceſs. from this 
artifice, The billet that you dlctated, if it 


falls. 
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| I turned my head to remark this to her, when. - 
I perceived her near fainting ; I ran and open- 


S$-; 
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falls into your couſin's hands, will ſurely be 
anſwered by her. Fear has great influence on 
a young perſon's heart; it very often conduces, 
to Jove: but remember, my ſweet maid, all 
the pains I take to humble Urgocine is in obe- 
dience to your commands, which. are arbitrary. 
By thus aQing a part my heart has.no hand in, 
I give you ſuch proofs of my love as may 
convince you of the ſincerity of my paſſion ; 
for can any thing do it more effectually? But 
Jam filent, You commanded me to make 
love to your couſin ; I have uſed every. method 
to ſucceed ; you ſay you want her to be 
taught to be ſenſible to the weakneſs of others : 
I am reſolved, and there is not any thing I will 
not do to fatisfy you. Perhaps by reiterated 
trials I may at length arrive at what you ſo ar- 


dently defire of 
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F was fo thunder-ftruck at reading this letter, 
that it fell from my hands, and I ſtood for 
ſome time like a ſtatue, I diſcovered by this 
lucky accident the moſt odious and wicked 
contrivance. But why, ſaid I to myſelf, ſhould 
the traitoreſs redden and turn pale at the letter 
ſhe took out of the vaſe, if ſhe dictated it her- 
ſelf. This reflection heigthened my curioſity 
to read the other letter: I opened it, and found 
freſh ſubject for aftoniſhment, which fully re- 
venged me for the treachery of Doripela. It 
was from Siniſtin, and contained four pages: 
he therein let me know my coulin's treachery, 
and the reaſon of her engaging him to proteny 

1 | Ve 
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love to me. But what gave me moſt pleaſure” 
was, that he, Who had deſigned to feign being 
in love, was become really ſo. The difficulties 
he met with rather than my beauty had with- 
out doubt rendered him unfaithful. = 

Siniſtin confeſſed his crime, and offered to 
implore my pardon on his knees; he offered 
me his life as a retaliation for his treaſon, and 
to induce me — him, he deſcribed the 
torments my cruelty had made him endure; he 
finiſhed this long letter by making me ſenſible 
that the only method to puniſh my couſin for 
her malignity, was to ſuffer myſelf to be mo- 
ved in his favour, ' or at leaft to feign a return 
to his love. He concluded with theſe words: 
Fiction has been the cauſe of my love: How” 
happy ſhall I be if it produces the ſame effect 
on you. I was not ſurprized after I hadfinjſhed 
this letter at the condition into which it had 
thrown my very ſincere and amiable couſin ; 
ſhe certainly did not expect ſuch perfidy; it 
muſt have given her great pain, and 1 | 
reaſon to pity her, for becoming the dupe” of 
the artifice the had contrived to hurt me. \ 

looked in the vaſe for the letter of Doripela's 
dictating, but Siniſtin had not put it there; 
it was not of much conſequence after my being 
ſo fully informed by the others. I went to 
bed in great perturbation of mind, and being 
greatly irritated, I formed a thouſand ſchemes 
to revenge myſelf on the authors of this artifice. 

The moſt likely methods of ſucceeding in 


my deſign, was to appear entirely ignorant of ®- 


their plot; by this means I ſhould have an 


opportunty 
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opportunity of enjoying ſecretly the pains I 
propoſed giving the perfidious Doripela, As. 
to her lover I had not decided on any thing 
with regard to him; he ſeemed ſufficiently pu- 
niſhed by the fooliſh paſſion with which he had 
ſuffered himſelf to be ſurpriſed. : I only regarded 
him on this occaſion, as an inſtrument which. 
I was obliged to make uſe of to humble her, 
who had ſo wickedly endeavoured to betray 
me. TI went to ſleep, and next day aroſe 
with theſe ſentiments * 

1 ſtrait viſited my couſin, wiſhing to enjoy 
her uneaſineſs, and to begin my revenge. dhe 
could not help bluſhing when ſhe ſaw me come 
into her apartment; but ſhe recovered herſelf, 
and perceiving by the ſerenity of my air, that 
I was perfectly eaſy, and that I was not come 
to reproach her, ſhe appeared tranquil, and 
aſked me with a forced ſmile, if I had read 
the pretty letters that had been fent the evening 
before. I anſwered with ſo much: apparent in- 
difference, that I had gone to bed without 
having the curioſity to read them, that I be- 
lieve ſhe did not miſtruſt me; and in this 
thought ſhe became quite eaſy, and, as uſual, 
rallied herſelf on her former weakneſs. Me- 
thought, ſaid ſhe, I was quite cured of my 
paſſion ſor Siniſtin; but I now perceive my 
error. Thus ſhe talked all. the time ſhe was 

dteſſing; and at laſt, that the might have an 
opportunity of getting her letters again, ſne 
deſired me to do her a little piece of ſervice, 

4 which obliged me to go to my aunt : I miſtruſt- 
A her deſign and made a pretence of going, but 

Ge: | concealed” 
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concealed myſelf in a cloſet in my own room. { 
ſaw Doripela come quickly afterwards and fetch 
away the letters which I had thrown on the 
ground. In the mean time Siniſtin attempted eve- 
ry method to gain intelligence of his project; he 
went as uſual to the temple, where he ul ually 
ve Doripela letters, and received her anſwers, 
f enerally walked next my aunt; Doripela 
had her reaſons for giving me the precedence, 
and always kept behind; but on this day ſhe 
walked even before my aunt, and I kept her 
uſual place, which made me perceive that 
Siniſtin ſtood in our way. Iſaw a paper in his 
hand which he offered my couſin, and ſhe refu- 
ſed with diſdain: I could not help ſmiling at the 
manner in which ſhe turned from him; and al- 
though it was not cuſtomary for me to behave 
ill in that holy place, yet I could not help ob- 
ſerving with ſatisfaction my coulin's ſpite, and 
his uneaſineſs; both which diverted me. On 
our leaving the temple, Siniſtin tried again to 
approach my couſin, but he received only 
frowns, on which he left us. She was very 
melancholy all day, and under pretence of be- 
ing indiſpoſed, paſſed the greateſt part of it in 
her chamber. | 
It was not cuſtomary for my aunt to ſee any 
other company than women, who were ever 
admitted; ſhe always expreſſed the greateſt aver- 
ſion to men, and ſhe carried her antipathy ſo far, 
that whenever it was neceſſary to have work- 
men to repair her houſe, ſhe went into the 
country, but her humour on a ſudden changed; 
ſhe one morning ſent for me and my 2 
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her dreſſing room, and by a long prelimin 
diſcourſe, n which ſhe . * 1 
ſenſible, that there were ſituations in life, which 
often forced us to do things for which we had 
the greateſt repugnance, ſhe told us that finding 
her affairs embarraſſed, and in a deſperate way, 
ſhe had conſulted a friend at court, who propo- 
ſed that ſhe ſhould open her houſe, that people 
of faſhion might reſort and play there, by which 
means ſhe, would infallibly raiſe a fortune. 
This the told us was her reſolution, and 
- hoped we would do every thing that ſhould be 
agreeable to the company ſhe ſhould be fa- 
= . voured with, by which means we might til] 
* continue to -_ — 3 — at the 
. expence myſelf, ſaid ſhe, of the moſt elegant 
nll | cloaths 1 08. and deſire you will be always 
dreſſed, and that you behave with the utmoſt 
complaiſance. I ſhall at a more proper time, 
ive you ſome eſſential leſſons on this ſubject, 
Fa for the preſent return to your apartments 
I will give orders that my houſe be more ſuper- 
bly furniſhed, and the confidence I now place 
in you is a proof of my affeQion for you both. 
Dioripela, from the gaiety of her diſpoſition, 
was highly delighted with this change, but for 
my part, I was a little affected about it, I al- 
ways loved to be employed, and that ſufficed to 
ante me paſs my days in tranquility, | 
I began to perſuade myſelf that my couſin was 
"cured of her paſſion, and that S:nifin, who 
could not find any opportunity of ſpeaking to 
me, would deſiſt from his purſuit. I had not 


heard any thing of him for more than a week, 
when . 


: 
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when one evening I found my couſin in tears; I 
approached her with ſome emotion, and aſked 
what was the occaſion of her preſent diſtreſs; 
ſhe threw herſelf at my feet, and ſaid, behold 
the moſt unfortunate creature on earth, and the 
moſt culpable with regard to you. I refuſed to 
hear her till ſhe got up, and then aſſured her 
that I entirely forgave her the ill offices ſhe 
would have done me; it was ſufficient that ſhe 
acknowledged them; and ſeemed to repent the 
having defigned them ; ſhe told me all that I 
knew before, with a frankneſs which diſcovered 
how much ſhe was moved. I, in return, diſco- 
vered to her how I had gained my information, 

and promiſed her that J would not ever reſent 
her conduct towards me. 

She appeared overcome with joy at the return 
of my friendſhip, and diſcleſed to me that the 
cauſe of her grief was, an increaſe of love for 
Sini/tin, and that ſhe had done as much as poſſi- 
bletorecall him, but without ſucceſs : that atlaſt, 
to have an opportunity of explaining herſelf 
more fully, ſhe appointed a meeting during the 
night, and after reproaching him in the moſt 
ſenſible and tender manner, ſhe offered to pare 
don his infidelity, provided, for the future, he 
would prove conſtant ; but this ſubmiſſion had 
not the deſired effect: he puſhed his cruelty ſo 
far, as to declare he had no remaining affection 

for her, and that he had more regard for me 
than his own life. 15 BY 
_ What a declaration to a woman who loved 
him to exceſs ! ſhe at firſt reproached him in the 
bittereſt terms; then ſhe was ſoftened even to 


prayers : 
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prayers : in fact, never was any maid ſo hum- 
led; the ungrateful wretch was immoveable, 
and, to deprive her of all hopes, he told her ab- 
ſolutely, that he would not ever ſee her again, 
except on certain conditions which he would 
name the next day, and it was theſe conditions 
| the had juſt been informed of, which had been 
the cauſe of that diſtreſs in which I had found 
her. 7 
The barbarian knew his power, and treated 
ker in an arbitrary manner, inſiſting that ſhe 
ſhould uſe her utmoſt efforts to render me ſenſi- 
ble to his love ; at this price he promiſed to vi- 
fit her, and to ſupply by a lively friendſhip, a 
love which was then extinct: he urged her in 
the moſt artful manner, with aſſurance that her 
nerous efforts might regain his wandering 
— and cauſe him out of gratitude to return 
a love that he owed, and that her ſuperior 
charms entitled her to. Theſe were the terms 
in which the monſter had expreſſed himſelf, and 
brought on me this reflection, that after ſuch 
proofs of the wickedneſs of mankind, I ought 
never to give ear to their proteſtations. 
I uſed all the art of perſuaſion I was miſtreſs 
of to bring Doripela to reaſon ; ſhe confeſſed 
that ſhe muſt either die, or recall her faithleſs 
Jover, whom ſhe loved more than ever: my 
pity was all the comfort I could give her; ſhe 
attempted to induce me to feign with Siniſtin, 
that her lover might judge of the greatneſs of her 


affection by the exceſs of her complaiſance. I 
could not reſolve to give this proof of my 
friendſhip, 
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friendſhip, I found it too delicate, and choſe . 
not to expoſe myſelf to the conſequences, | 

But what is not perſeverance on the one fide, 
and pity on the other, capable of doing? my 
couſin ſhed ſo many tears on the following days, 
that out of compaſſion I offered te do for her alt 
that lay in my power; my condeſcenſion calm- 
ed her grief, and ſhe appeared fo grateful, that 
] was not ſorry for what I had promiſed, 

The evening before my aunt was to receive 
company, Doripela came to me, and in raptures 
ſaid, ah] my couſin, Siniſtin's uncle is dead, and 
has left him all his fortune. I am overjoyed at 
the news, he is now in à ſituation to appear 
every where, and I ſhall have the pleaſure to 
ſee him every day; this he aſſured me, after I 
had told him what I had done to promote his 
new paſſion, and that you ſeemed changed in 
his favour ; he ſaid the moſt flattering and obli- 
ging things to me; you ſee what tranſport it 
gives me, Ah! my dear couſin, ſaid I, what 
a thing is love! a mere nothing from Siniſtis 
makes you wretched, and at the ſame time, the 
leaſt favour renders you perfectly happy. 

Pity me, ſaid ſhe, I am exceſſively fooliſh, 
but love is an incurable ev:l, and if you refuſe to 
comfort me, I ſhall abandon myſeif to deſpair, 
and deliver you, by my death, of a friend, who 
is only diſpleaſing th you, becauſe ſhe is moſt 
cruelly involved in * | op 

Such complaints filled my breaſt with pity ; 
I mixed my tears with hers, but had hopes that 
the company expected at our houſe would diſ- 
ſipate theſe gloomy ideas, and that the gallantry 
Vor. II. "8 "+" 
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of ſome cavalier, leſs cruel than Siniſtin, would 
take her off from ſo ridiculous an attachment, 
and although I naturally diſliked a crowd, yet at 
preſent I wiſhed for it, in hopes that- it would 
deliver me of the character, which with reluc- 
tance I had promiſed to play. | 
The aſſembly was opened by a concert, an 
concluded by a moſt elegant entertainment ; the 
company conſiſted of people of the firſt diſ- 
tinction; I remarked with pleaſure, that this 
hurry and confuſion diſſipated my couſin's me- 
lancholy; the delight ſhe took in hearing her- 
{elf praiſed by a lively fluttering youth, gave her 
an air of ſatisfaction; ſhe was gaily dreſſed and 
appeared extremely handſome, ſhe had large 
blue eyes, and ſo many charms of perſon, that 
I wondered how Siniſin could deſert her. 
Supper was almoſt over when he came in 
with a graceful air, and was well received by 
the ladies in general, and even my aunt ſeemed 
| Pleaſed with him; he turned towards my couſin, 
and bluſhed at ſeeing her look ſo charming; 
then he ſmiled on her, from which I drew a 
good omen: my aunt. talked without ceaſing, 
ſhe commended. his perſon ; then ſhe praiſed a 
diſh which did not deſerve it, and moſt of the 
company became laviſh in praiſes of the magni- 
ficence and elegance of the ſupper. I was ent 
but obſerved all. Sinn ſurveyed, the whole 
company, and at laſt honoured me with his re- 
gards; this I expected, and to make Poripela 
_ eaſy, I put on a forbidding look; this artiſice 
ſeemed to anſwer the intent. A young lord 
whiſpered with Siniſfin, and aſked who f 2 


| Woman HATER. 5t 
and fell a laughing; Siniſtin looked at me very 
earneſtly, Doripela did the ſame, and judged by 
the countenance I aſſumed what was my deſign, 
ſhe found ſomething ſo droll in the air of my 
face, as ſhe told me afterwards, that being na- 
turally inclined to mirth, ſhe burſt out into a 
loud laugh; the company was amazed, and 
looked at each other to find what was the 
cauſe of it, I had counterfeited with pain, 
and on thoughts of the ridiculous figure I made, 
could not avoid imitating her, and heartily joined 
in the laugh; this drew the attention of the 
company, who tittered in general, and at the 
expence of an old fop, dreſſed in a ſuit of gau- 
dy coloured cloaths, loaded with embroidery, 
and who was ogling every woman near him, 
but forgot, while his eyes were ſo agrerably 
employed, that his mouth remained wide open, 
in which there was not a ſingle tooth remaining; 
the mirth then became general, and the houſe 
echoed with repeated peals. 

I ſhall not pretend to deſcribe the old man's 
| r, it is impoſſible to do it; he got up from 
| table, and treated my aunt like an old woman 
' not of the firſt character, and went out ſwearin 
he would not ever ſet his foot in her houſe 

n. | 
t Siniſtin was ſurprized to ſee me in ſo gay a 
5 humour, after the diſcontent that had appeared 
- in my, face ; he believed it all owing to my poor 
2 coufin, and I heard him, when we got up an 
e 
d 


table, reproach her for it; I perceived that ſhe 

took great pains to excuſe herſelf; I pitied her 

weakneſs, | 
D 2 We 
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We went into the apartment prepared, tor 
play; Siniſtin, to gain my aunt's good opinion, 
played high, his deſign ſucceeded, and fo far 
engaged her fancy, that ſhe would not let him 
be at peace a moment. ps | 

My aunt had reaſon to be in high ſpirits, for 
ſhe won large ſums. Two fine gentlemen made 
me a hundred compliments, but notwithſtand- 
ing this ſeducing politeneſs, I was out of tem- 
per, and received their flattery with an ill 
grace; my aunt perceived it, and in a whiſper, 
deſired me to be more complaiſant, and turning 
to the voung gentlemen, made excuſe for my 
modeſty, which ſhe called ſhyneſs, owing to 
my not having ſeen the world. 

Siniſtin took this opportunity to join the 
company that were converſing with me; then J 
received him civilly as my couſin had deſired, 
but a moment after I received ker reproaches 
on that account; jealouſy made her uneaſy : I 
{hnok my head, and went to another part of 
the room. 

To my ſatisfaction the play then finiſhed, I 
had gone through a diſagreeable ſcene, and to 
finiſh it, my aunt came into my chamber, and 
gave me a lecture on my reſerve, which ſhe 
termed impertinence. I was obliged to promiſe 
to be more complaiſant for the future. And 
did you keep your promiſe, interrupted the king, 
with a perplexed air? You ſhall hear in a mo- 
ment, replied Urgocine, but I beg not to be in- 
terrupted, 

Next day the company was more brilliant ; 


my couſin and I had ſome admirers, and I re- 
| marked 
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marked that ſhe was leſs uneaſy about Sini/tin 
than the preceding day ; ſhe liſtened to the ad- 
dreſſes that were paid her, and ſoon got the bet- 
ter of her deſpair ; four or five days after, ſhe 
fuffered herſeif to be touched with the beauty 
and gallantry of a very agreeable cavalier ; [ 
made her a compliment on it, and ſhe received 
it with an air of pleaſantry, which convinced 
me he was not diſagreeable to her; ſhe told me 
that revenge had been the cauſe of her change, 
and that ſhe was fully reſolved to baniſh Sim/in 
from her breaſt, and would releaſe me from my 
promiſe, adding at the ſame time, that I might 
behave to him as] pleaſed. N 
From this incident I was ſtruck with admita- 
tion at the caprice of women, and from this 
moment treated Siniſtin with the utmoſt rigour 
he ſeemed to be greatly exaip:rated, but that, 
ſo far from being of ſervice to him, confirmed 
me in my reſolution of not ever liſtening to him. 
In order to free myſelf entirely from his im- 
portunities, J affected to appear more compiat- 
ſant to his rivals; this rendered him deſperate, 


of which he gave convincing proofs, for he 


fought a duel with one of them that he believed 
the moſt favoured; this affair made a. great 
noiſe,” and the court being informed of the cauſe, 
my aunt was defired to Lo aſide play, and to 
behave in manner that might prevent any future 
accidents : ſhe ſeemed thunderſtruck, and con- 
ſidering me as the cauſe, treated me fo 1i- 
= y, that if decency had permitted, I 
thould have fled from her. 
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My couſin appeared very little concern'd, her 
lover made daily viſits, and ſhe triumphed on all 
ſides, for Sini/tin, who had his reaſons for at- 
tempting to regain her favour, did all he could 
to pleaſe her, and obtain his pardon ; Doripela 
fancied this change proceeded from jealouſy, 
and to add to his chagrin, ſhe heaped many diſ- 
tinguiſhing marks of favour on his rival ; my 
aunt ſaw this and was amazed; ſhe had taken 
a fancy to Sini/tin, and as he was at our houſe 
from morning till night, and yas befaved 
with the greateſt politeneſs to her, ſhe conſoled 
herſelf for the lofs of her aſſembly, with the 
pleaſure ſhe took in his converſation ; my cou- 
iin became ſoon afterwards her favourite and 
confident, their tempers ſimpathized. For my 

art, I diſapproved this way of living, and was 
looked upon by my aunt and couſin, as a perſon 
of a dangerous diſpoſition, of whom they ought 
to be very diffident: as to Siniſtin and Doripela's 
mew lover, they had each their deſigns, they 
diſſembled, but they were too lively to do it 
lon 2 
1 My couſin's new lover, whoſe name was Or:- 
non, was tall and well made, he had diſtinguiſh- 
ed himſelf when quite a ſtripling in the afmy, 
and his courzge, added to his high birth, pro- 
cured him great reſpect; I had more eſteem for 
him than Siniſtin, ariſing from his apparent mo- 
deſty and good nature; Te ſpoke little, and had 
not that air of conceit, which all the young 
8 I had ſeen, ſeemed to pique them- 
ſelves on; and as he had declared himſelf Dori. 
pela's lover, that made me not ſuſpicious of him. 
Bs _ Frequently 
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Frequently he came near, and entered into con- 
yerſation with me; he had a very great ſhare of 
wit, and as in general, he perceived that I led 
a very unhappy life, he ſeemed to pity me, and 
I found myſelf leſs wretched in his company. 
Once particularly it happened, that my aunt 
had treated me worſe than uſual, and I was cry- 
ing bitterly; Orinon had been witneſs of it, 
and came to me into my aunt's cloſet, where I 
had retired, and uſed his utmoſt efforts to con - 
fole me; I was moved with his ſeeming good 


nature, and thanked him for his attention to 


me, when throwing himſelf on his knees before 
me, permit me, ſaid he, charming Urgacine, to 
make uſe of the precious moment 1 have fo long 
waited for; your aunt and couſin are gone out, 
and I have ſecrets of the greateſt conſequence to 
inform you of; I loved you from the firſt mo- 
ment I ſaw you, I am entirely devoted to you; 
this declaration ſurprizes you, and I read anger 
in your eyes; I had reſolved to keep this a ſe- 
cret, but it is time to inform you of it; they 
treat you too cruelly for me not to take your 
part ſooner or later, and the moment I do, muſt 
expect to be.forbid the houſe; fuffer me, before 
this happens, to tell you the cauſe, and obtain 
pardon for my diflimulation. I feigned a love 
ſor Doripela to have the happineſs of ſeeing you, 
J have attempted. ſeveral times to ſoften your 
pains, I ſaw with the greateſt rage that your 
aunt and couſin were united to render you miſe- 
rable. I tell you this, dear lady, for it is neceſſa- 
ry you ſhould be informed of it: they are con- 
ſpiring againſt you; your couſin, jealous of your 

D 4 beauty, 
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beauty, makes uſe of her aſcendency over your 
aunt, to induce her to ſhut you up in a temple 
for the reſt of your life; they have wrote to 
your father ſuch things — excuſe my repeating 
them, I have diſſembled in order to ſerve you; 
give me your orders and I will fly to obey them, 
and overturn theſe plots; · one word from you 
decides both our fates, | 
This declaration threw me into the utmoſt 
aſtoniſhment; I roſe up and ſaid all men are 
impoſtors, and I would rather bear ill treatment 
tan give ear to any of your ſex, Leave me, 
my lord, vain will be an attempt to gain my 
heart; I am reſolved always to be miſtreſs of 
it, but acknowledge, as I ought, your care of 
me, and to give you a convincing proof of my 
gratitude, I now declare with fincerity, that al] 
your eſhduities will be thrown away on an in- 
grate, who cannot anſwer your expectations, 
I did not give Orinon time to anſwer, but re- 
_ tired to my chamber an locked the door; he 


followed, and in the moſt pathetic ſtrain en- 


treated me to hear him. I was deaf to his re- 
queſt, and he at laſt, was tired with my obſtina- 
cy, and remain'd filent, I fat down and wrote 
to my father, of whom I deſired with all proper 
reſpect that he would put me to board in the tem- 
ple of veſtals where I had lately been on a viſit, 
and caſually had preſerved the life of a young 
Jady with whom ] had ever fince lived in the 
ſtricteſt friendſhip. I endeavoured to prepoſſeſs 
him againſt every thing they could write of me 
by giving him a plain and ingenuous account of 
my ſituation and my aunt's conduct, Whilſt 1 
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was thus employed, methought I heard a noiſe 


in my chamber; I fancy'd at firſt that it was 


' Orinon at my door, but on turning my head 


was terrified to ſee Siniſtin come from behind 
my bed: I was ready to ſwoon with fear, and 
he had ſufficient time to tell me that he always 
adored me, and had pretended to renew his love 
to Dor ipela in hopes to ſee me. 

W hilſt hg deſcribed the warmth of his paſſion 
I recovered” myſelf and ordered him to be ſilent, 
and*fo quit my chamber that inſtant, but far 


from being affected by the authoritative ſtrain in 


which I ſpoke, he replied, I have found a fa- 


vourable moment, and am determin'd to enjoy 


it, tho' thunder was ſure to ſtrike me for the 
attempt. 

I trembled at his words, and the wildneſs of 
bis looks, and cried out with all my might, at 
the ſame time aſſuring him, that he ſhould ſoon- 
er deprive me of life than force me to favour him. 

Fortunately Orinon had waited in a room near 
mine, and on my firſt cry ran to my door, and 
notwithſtanding Siniſtin's forcible oppoſition he 


broke it open. The noiſe brought up all the 


ſervants, and to add to the ſcene my aunt and 
couſin were juſt return'd and came to examine 
the cauſe of this confuſion. I was in tears, ane 
began to diſcover what had happen'd, but the 
traitor Siniſtin become deſperate by his ill ſucceſs, 
interrupted me and told her that he had per- 
ceived me to favour Orinon for ſome time, and 
that he believed it his duty from the intereſt he 
had in the honour of the family to obſerve if this 


- intimacy did not go 5 far, that he had watch- 
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ed both of us after my aunt and couſin were 
gone out, and had perceived me to retire to my 
chamber, that Orinon ſoon followed, and that 
on liſtening, he heard me cry out, and had 


burſt the door with a determined reſolution to 


preſerve me from Orinon's baſe attempts. 

The villain then took my aunt by the hand, 
and with great earneſtneſs ſaid, I humbly beg 
and intreat of you, not to be angry with Urg - 
cine; 1 am thoroughly perſuaded of her inno- 
cence; ſhe was only led into this error by ha- 
ving too good an opinion of her ſeducer, and 
not ſuppoſing he would be guilty of ſuch an at- 


tempt upon her honour. This laſt ſtroke of 


the wretch ſtruck me dumb with horror and 
aſtoniſhment : Orinon was not leſs ſurpriſed ; he 
ſtood like a ſtatue. My aunt's eyes ſparkled 
with fury ; my couſin looked at me with a mali- 


cious ſmile, and the flaves, armed with ſticks 


pokers, and other weapons, only waited 


their miſtreſſes command, to have deftroyed 


poor Orinon. | 
There are ſome ſituations in life, which are 
ſo amaſing, that the moſt ſenſible and intrepid 


man behaves like the moſt cowardly and ſtupid: 
this was Orinon's caſe; the blackneſs of the 


falſehood deprived him of the power of ſpeech. 


My aunt concluding that our ſilence was a tacit 


conſeſſion of guilt, ordered Orinon to leave her 


Houſe, and never dare to ſhew his face in her 


company. 
This harangue changed the ſcene; Orinon 
immediately recovered his ſenſes, and being 


tranſported with rage, what do you take me 


for? 
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for? ſaid he, in a voice which made my aunt 
tremble ;, for a ſeducer, a traitor, and a Villain? 
Shall I ſuffer the wretch to live and triumph, 
that has thus ſtigmatized the character of this 
lady as well as my own ? Saying this he drew 
his ſabre, and fell on Siniſtin. Villains are ge- 
nerally cowards ; Siniſtin received his ＋ * 
with caution, and parried the thruſts, till the 
ſlaves came to his aſſiſtance, who falling on 
Orinon, diſarmed and after having beaten him 
cruelly, puſhed him into the ſtreet. . 
See me then abandoned to my enemies ! con- 
demned though innocent, and diſhonoured be- 
fore a numerous ſet of ſervants. It was in vain 
to attempt the juſtification of myſelf; my cou- 
ſin, more irritated againſt me than ever, con 
cluding that I had robbed her of her new lover, 
exclaimed againſt me. Siviſin then had no 
hopes with regard to me, and immediately en- 
tered upon a new ſcheme to humble me till 
more, he prevailed on my aunt to ſhut me up 
in a room, where they gratified their barbarous 
tempers, by coming oft to reproach me as a 
criminal. . 
Religion, and a conſciouſneſs of my inno- 
cence, ſupported and kept me from deſpair. 
Near three months I had lived in this manner, 
when the gods ſeemed touched with the tears I 
had ſhed. A ſlave brought orders that I ſhould 
attend my aunt, I turned pale without know- 
ing for what cauſe; but when I'came into her 
preſence, how was I ſurprized to find the whole 
family in tears! I aſked earneſtly the reaſon, ' 
and was told with the loudeſt ſobs, that the 
D 6 | king 
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king had juſt iſſued a proclamation, by which 
he compelled all women in the kingdom, on a 
fixed day, to enter the city he had built, and 
there to be ſecluded from the ſociety of man- 
kind. My couſin made much lamentation, but 
my aunt appeared more compoſed ; the reaſon 
of which I could not then conceive, but I did 
ſoon afterwards, and was convinced that after 
the firſt ſtep in vice, it is very difficult to regain 
the paths of virtue. It gave me no ſmall vex- 
ation, to be obliged to follow relations whom I 
had reaſon to fear and hate. 

We ſat out, but their N on the road I 
was puzzled to account for. e were four of 
us in the carriage, my aunt, Doripela, myſelf, 

and a Jady covered with a veil. When we came, 
to Lodbarli, the officers attended with the regiſ- 
ter, which my aunt took and ſigned in the name 
of herſelf Rr three nieces, - at the ſame time, 
declaring her affinity to the prime miniſter, 
which procured her no ſmall reſpect from the 
principal officer. I was ſurprized to find my 
aunt name three nieces, as I knew ſhe had but 
two. After this ceremony they conducted us 
into a ball, and aſked if we were known to 
each other? My aunt had not foreſeen this 
queſtion, and was very near being betrayed ; 
but as 1 imagined ſhe had particular reaſons for 
concealing the lady in the veil, I anſwered in 
the affirmative, to Nagoele's great joy; but 
ſoon after found that I had aſſiſted to carry on a 
deceit much againſt myſelf, for the third niece 
under the veil, proved to be no other than Si- 
niſtin. I was ſhocked to think I muſt {till - 
eb wit 
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with this monſter, and opened my mouth to 
diſcover him, when my aunt preſſed my hand, 
and whiſpered me to be filent: at the ſame 
time other officers came in, and conducted us to 
the apartment deſigned for us. — aunt kept a 
watchful eye over me, and deſired they would 
permit her nieces to go with her, with which 
they ſoon comply'd. 


Tanidan could ſcarce conceal his fury, when 
he heard that there was a man in Ladbarli, and 
a lover of Urgocine's : he at firſt determined to 
bring the traitor to immediate puniſhment, but 
an earneſt deſire to hear the ſequel reſtrained 
him. 4 3:1) 
© Croſegol now heard ſeveral things which ſur- 
prized and made him tremble, but waited with 


uneaſineſs the concluſion of a hiſtory, on which 


depended his honour, * his' daughter's fate, and 
the peace of the realm, 


My aunt, continued Urgocrne, behaved to me 
in a kind and affable manner; and my couſin, - 
with humility, ſtrove ſo much to pleaſe me, 
that I was quite aſhamed to receive their reſpect, 
and became, as it were, willing to forget the 
paſt injuries done to me. Siniſſin, whom I 
could not pardon, appeared very much hum- 
| bled, and hehaved with ſo much caution, that I 
laid aſide my deſign of diſcovering him. 

Three months paſſed without my having any 
reaſon to complain of him; but one day he at- 
tempted to talk of his love, on which 1 flew to 
my aunt, and deſired to have lodging —_ 
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from hers, which was the cuſtom at Lodbark ; 
threatning, that on a refuſal, I would diſcover 
the diſguiſe of Siniſtin. She anſwered, that 
ſince I was reſolved to quit her, ſhe would in- 
ſtantly obtain what I defired, on condition ſhe 
might not be betrayed : this was agreed on, and 
my aunt being one of the council of old women, 
ſoon procured the accommodations I had aſked 
for; but on leaving my coulin, JI adviſed her to 
beware of the traitor my aunt protected ; but 
this exhortation had very little effect, for ſhe 
fill loved the wretch, though aſſured he only 
flattered her in order to ſee me. 

I found myſelf ſingularly happy after the ſe- 
paration; employing myſelf in painting, or mu- 
ſick, or converſing with a ſet of agreeable com- 
panions, one of which was particularly dear to 
me; her name was Nectoris. I diſtinguiſhed 
her from the reſt, and made her the confident 
of all my ſecrets. This ſweet girl had lived at 
court, and from her mother, had learned all the 
anecdotes of it: ſhe oft informed me of the be- 


. . roiſm with which the king had ſurmounted all 


his dangers of ſtate, and convinced me, that he 
had cauſe to be offended at women, from what 
he had ſuffered on their account. At the ſame 
time ſhe thus run on ; this antipathy is not natu- 
ral to him, for he ſeems born to love and be 
beloved, and is the handſomeſt man in the king- 
dom, and has the moſt ſpeaking black eyes, in 
which there is ſo much ſoftneſs and fire blended, 
that they are maſters of your heart at the firſt 


glance, and he is the moſt graceful figure you can 
CONCEIVE, . 
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Whenever ſhe ſpoke on this topic, a t- 
fulneſs ſeemed to follow ; I rallied her on it, 
and induced her to this declaration; I love this 
charming prince, and confeſs it to you, in con- 
fidence you'll not diſcloſe it. I told her, that if 
ever we returned from baniſhment, I would, by 
ſome means, let the king know her affeRion, 
that he might bluſh at the thoughts of having 
given pain to ſo amiable a perſon, and one who 
eſteemed him fo much. | 
It happened, as we were ſitting under a tree, 
by the river ſide, I obſerved a young perſon 
who ſighed bitterly, I will lay a wager, faid I, 
Noctoris, that this tender hearted girl is incon- 
ſolable for her lover's abience. Ne#oris looked 
at her, and then whiſpered me, your conjecture 
is not far from the truth; this is a ſecret 
which I have half wiſhed to tell you, but for- 
bore, becauſe you cenfure every one that is ten- 
der hearted. I anſwered, that it was reſerved 
and unkind, to keep any ſecrets from me, and 
that it would afford me much diverſion to hear 
the follies occaſioned by love, provided I was 
not concerned in them. This, ſaid my friend, 
is the very reaſon, why I muſt not tell you, = 
Ah! why, interrupted'I eagerly, do you raiſe 
my curiolity, and then unkindly act on the re- 
ſerve ? Still ſhe continued ſilent, on which I 
got up, and declared that I would not ever 
peak to her again, if ſhe did not unfold the 
myſtery. | 
— will have it then, Urgocine, I muſt ſatis- 
you. She then mentioned a brother whom 
loved tenderly; you know him, ſaid * 
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and are no ſtranger to his merit. This height- 
ened my curioſity; 1 fancied ſhe was under 
ſome miſtake, as I never had converſed with 
any of the ſex, except Sini/tin and Orinon, 
which laſt, ſhe ſoon convinced me was her bro- 
ther, and that ſhe had forbore to mention him, 
leſt it ſhould give me concern. 


I am not inſenſible of your kind intentions, 


ſaid I, and have more juſtice than to confound 
objects; I have had a great eſteem for Orinon, 
and ſhall be ſorry if he is involved in any miſ- 
fortune, and the more ſo, as he is your brother. 
Words cannot expreſs my gratitude, replied 
ſhe, but give me leave to petitien one thing 
more for him, which is, that he may be per- 
mitted to ſee and ſpeak to you; it is the laſt fa- 
vour I ſhall beg of you, and if you do not aid 
me to prevent the fate with which he is mena- 
ced, I ſhall be doubly wretched. 

This declaration aſtoniſhed me as much -as 
my friend's tears affected me: I embraced this 
amiable lady, and promiſed to do all ſhe could 

deſire. I beg, ſaid ſhe, for my brother, who 
muſt either ſpeak to you or die, there is no 
medium. $147 

Ah Phabus!| cried I, how can you talk to 
me in this manner; if I was even a girl indiſ- 
creet enough to hearken to y-u brother, how 
could he get into the city? Love overcomes 

all difficulties, replied . Ne&oris, fay but the 
word and the miracle is wrought. - . 
 Earneftly I viewed her, and ſaid, I hoped no 
one came into this city, contrary to the king's 


commands, and that ſhe had not aſſiſted in * 


. 
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of the late plots. Noctoris ſtood amazed, and 
at laſt, ſaid, my ſentiments coincide with yours, 
but I muſt beg for an unfortunate brother, who 
languiſhes and pines away on your account : 
deſpair will deſtroy him if you are cruel; my 
life is attached to his, and if you love me, I 
beg you will permit me to obtain this favour, or 
here will I die. This ſhe ſaid, proſtrating her- 
ſelf at my feet; I was aſhamed to ſee her in ſo 
humble a poſture; the girl we had obſerved 
came and did the ſame. I was ſurprized at ſo 
extraordinary an adventure, and endeavoured to 
make theſe fippliants riſe ; but Noctoris declared 
that they both would remain in that poſture, till 
J had granted the favour ſhe requeſted of me. 
At laſt, to free myſelf from this troubleſome 
affair, I gave my conſent; but great was my 
aſtoniſhment, to diſcover the ſighing lover was 
Orinon. Juſt gods, "cried I, is my life to be a 
continued ſeries of ſtrange events, and of the 
moſt perplexing and diſagreeable circumſtances Þ 
What would you have of Urgocine, cruel friend, 
and you, Orinon, what can you expect from an 
enterprize as raſh as uſeleſs? have not you fore- 
ſeen the riſqus you run? can you think me ca- 
pable of participating in your extravagant 
ſchemes? If you have flattered yourſelf 1 
ſhould, it is time for you to be convinced of 
your error. Noctoris is dear to me; much I eſ- 
teem her friendihip, I call the gods to witneſs; 
but I declare, that I will ſooner deprive myſelf 
for ever of her agreeable converſe, than have the 
leaſt concern, in what your vain hopes has in- 
duced you to undertake ſo imprudently. | 

| A clap 


66 FemALE BANISHMENT, er 


A clap of thunder could not have been more 
dreadful to Noctoris and her brother, than this 
declaration; they held down their heads, and 
after having permitted me to vent my paſſion, 
they endeavoured to juſtify themſelves, by ad- 
vancing that it was natural, to try to gain the 
affection of an object that had captivated the 
heart. I refuſed to hear their excuſes, but got 
up, aſſuring NVoctoris, that I would not, as long 
as her brother remained at Loabarli, or that ſhe 
fpoke of him, have any converſe with her: all 
the favour I would grant her, was, that I would 
keep Orinon's raſhneſs a profound ſecret, for I 
ſhould have been ſorry to have cauſed the death 
— 42 whoſe only fault was loving me too 
Well, 


The king was greatly enraged, at finding his 
——_— of ſo fle ect, ane being beſides 
perſuaded, that if two men had found the way 
to get into Lodbarli, twenty might: he inter- 
rupted Urgocine and ſaid, tell me, lovely maid, 
all you know on this head; it was to gain this 
intelligence the king ſent us here, being ſuſpici- 
ous that he had ſubjects who were ſufficiently 
raſh to oppoſe his orders, he wants to know by 
what means they have introduced themſel ves 
into Lodbarli, and will be doubly pleaſed with 
your ingenuous diſcovery, | 

I am ſenfible of the duty I owe my ſovereign, 
replied Urgocine, but he is too juſt to exact an 
impoſſibility of me; ſurprize and perplexity ſo 
much racked my brain, that I then had no curio- 
ſity to enter into any detail with Noctoris or her 

brother, 
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brother, I left them directly, with a firm reſo- 
lution of not ever expoſing myſelf to ſuch an 
accident again; but I was not born to enjoy 
peace of a long continuance, and ſcarce was the 
following day paſſed, when I became a prey to 
new perſecutions, 

The high prieſteſs Onecfa, who conſpired 
_ againſt the king's authority, having heard how 

J cenſured her conduct, by my ſpeech in coun- 
cil, ordered me before her, and then demanded 
in an imperious manner, why I had eſpouſed 
the cauſe of a prince, whofe cruel actions had 
incenſed the gods? I kneeled before her, con- 
ſidering that what I ſaid to her, ought to be a» 
ftrialy true, as it ſpoke to Diana whom ſhe re- 
preſented, I therefore promiſed Onecfa to open 
my heart, and anſwer her with ſincerity. This 
ſubmiſſion 2 her, ſhe permitted me to riſe, 
when thus I ſpoke. Ever ſince I have been ca- 

able of diſtinguiſhing between right and wrong, 

have heard the praiſes of this prince, I have 
| read the account of his great exploits, and heard 
even in my infancy, what a hero he was: the 
high ideas Fhad conceived of him increaſed with 
my years, and I am attached to him by an 
eſteem and veneration which cannot end but 
with my life. 

Onecfa was amazed at this; ſhe ſtrove to 
make me change my ſentiments, but in vain. 
I knew her reaſons for keeping fair with me, 
and notwithſtanding my oppoſing every thing 
that was contrary to the king's intereſt, ſhe 
treated me with politeneſs and diſtinction. 

N | Sometime | 
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Sometime after this, the high prieſteſs was 
informed, that ſhe muſt attend a meſſenger 
from the king ; I trembled for fear this ſhould 
concern Orinon or Siniſtin; and was ſtill more 
fearful when Onecfa commanced me to follow 
her. I felt the utmoſt uneaſineſs; imagining 
I ſhould be looked upon as an accomplice ; and 
from thence concluded, that the king and my 
father would much condemn my conduct: my 
only conſolation was the hopes of juſtifying 
myſelf, | | 

Urgocine then told the king all that is related 
in the former part of the hiſtory, concerning 
Onecfe's viſit. 

After this time, continued Uro:cine, I lived 
in the temple with m_ and one day received 
a meſſage, that a veſtal was waiting at my 
chamber door, and wiſhed to ſpeak to me, I 
aroſe to receive her, but was ſurprized to ſee 
her veiled, for it is not cuſtomary in the inte- 
rior of the temple, but I concluded ſhe was a 
Novice, and not perſectly acquainted with the 
ceremonies. The veſtal came tn, faſtened the 
door, and then threw up her veil, and ap- 
proached me with a poniard in her hand. Sur- 
prize, at firſt, hindered me from diſcerning her; 
but how is it poſſible to defcribe my horror, 
when ] ſaw it was the villain Sixiſlin, and en- 
deavoured to cry out, but my voice died in its 
paſſage. 

It is uſeleſs to attempt a reſiſtance, Urgocine; 
you are in my power, cried the wretch ; know 


that I have lived two months in the temple with 


abe high prieſteſs, who is no ſtranger to my ſex; 


and 
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and it is with her leave, that I ſtand here. You 
may ſupplicate and invoke all the powers of 
heaven and earth, but my unſatisfied love will 
not regard you; ſubmit with a good grace, re- 
pay my love, and.not even the prieſteſs herſelf, 
who knows all my ſecrets, ſhall ever diſcover 
the joys which now I will taſte. He ran to me 
as he ſpoke, and was preparing to ſeize me in 
his arms, when even from deſpair my ſtrength 
aroſe, and as he attempted to embrace me I 
ſuddenly ſnatched a dagger from him, and 

it in his {ide : even then he ſeemed re- 


plunge 
folute, but the tortures of his wound ſtopped 


his career, and down he fell, weltering in his 
blood. I had exerted myſelf ſo much above 
my ſtrength in this ation, and was fo affected 
with the fight, that my limbs failed me, and I 
fell back into my chair. | 

A thouſand refletions ſtarted into my mind, 
occaſioned by what I had juſt done but could 
not repent of, I knew that the prieſteſs, 
who had tolerated this attempt on my honour, 
would have recourſe to extremities, in order to 
ſcreen her reputation. Oh!] Diana, protectreſs 
of innocence, cried I, permit me not to periſn; 
thou, who readeſt all hearts, knoweſt that this 


action, which I have committed, was not owing | 


to my inhumanity ; and thou Sun, who pene- 
trateſt the moſt obſcure darkneſs, take pity on 
my youth ; 1 have endeavoured hitherto to adore 
thee; ſuffer not then my virtue to fall a victim 
to my raſhneſs; judge between the high prieſt- 
eſs and me, or, at leaſt, ſuſtain me in the pu- 
niſhment which I already ſuffer in idea. 


Scarce 
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Scarce had I finiſhed this invocation, when I 
heard a voice loudly expreſſing my name; I got 
up trembling, and fancying that the high prieſt. 


eſs, already informed of the fatal act, was 


ſearching to puniſh me. Somebody came 
and knocked very hard; I opened the door, 
Follow me, I have the king's order, ſaid a man, 
who preſented his hand without waiting for an 
anſwer. I now found myſelf eaſier, I thought 
my-prayers were heard, and that the gods in pity 
would deliver me from my enemies. I was 
immediately brought to this place, and on 
finiſhing the firſt part of my hiſtory, was going 
to entreat that I might not be carried back to 


the temple, when I heard the order to conduct 


me to the governeſs's. 
Thus have I diſcloſed the ſecrets of my 


breaſt, and ſolemnly declare by all that is moſt 
to be revered, and even by the taliſman, that I 
have not varied during the courſe of this recital, 
from the exact truth. 


| The king was ſurprized and charmed, but 
checked his tranſports, and ſaid, return, oh ſa- 
cred virgin! to the governeſs; ſhe has orders 
to treat you with the reſpect you deſerve, till 
the king can be acquainted with your worthi- 
neſs, and ſhall decide your fate. He then or- 
dered Dearchealb to conduct Urgocine back, and 
to bring the governeſs to him: I will give her 
orders myſelf. » | 

Dearchealb went, or rather flew, to execute 
this commiſſion. I am, at laſt, fatisfied Croſe- 
gol, continued Tanidan; you have a * 
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cho is very virtuous, and very prudent; it 
would be happy for my ſubjects, if more of her 
ſex bad equal merit. The minifter, whoſe joy 
overcame him, could not anſwer the king, but 
by throwing himſelf at his feet, where he re- 
mained for ſome moments ſilent, and, at laſt, 
broke out into this exclamation ; © I ſhall die 
the happieſt of mankind, fince my prince fa- 
vours my child; and, I hope, he will now ba- 
niſh from his breaſt the hatred of her ſex, Oh? 
father of light, thou haſt deigned to hear my 
prayers 5 I already ſee the people at my ſove- 
reign's feet, ſhedding tears of joy. May the 
peat Tanidan live and reign lord of the uni- 
verſe.” 

Whilſt the miniſter was thus in rapture, the 
king meditated on Urgecene's hiſtory, which had 
filed his breaſt with love; but what he had ſuf- 
fered from the ſex was ſome check to his incli- 
nation. I cannot doubt Urgecine's prudence, 
faid he to himſelf, not the leaſt cloud obſcures 
the glory of her virtue; but how do I know, if 
this virtue is firm fixed, and will and proof 
againſt more powerful affaults ; ſhe has been 
prudent, but would ſhe have been ſo, if a ten- 
der inclination-had taken poſſeſſion of her heart; 
it is not difficult to reſiſt a love that diſpleaſes us; 
every thing conduces to our being virtuous on 
ſuch an occaſion ; our indifference ſecures us, 
and is an impenetrable ſhield ; but it is not ſo, 
when a lover has found the ſecret of pleaſing, 
and knows it: after ſuch an advantage he pur- 
ſues his miſtreſs inceſſantly, and makes repeated 
fforts for conqueſt : ſuch aſſaults reſiſted proves 
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a woman truly virtuous, and a throne cannot 
more than recompence her. 

From this thought, the king, in his own 
breaſt determined to have a farther proof of 
Urgocine's fortitude ; but as he had promiſed to 
releaſe the women, if he found one irreproach- | 
able, reſolved to keep his word, but determined] 
the next day, to have the pleaſure of ſurprizing 
Croſegol and the council with the knowledge of | 
his will. | A 594 
The king had a lively and penetrating _ 
and foreſaw every thing that was neceſl: 


to 
execute his deſign on Urgocine : he intended ſhe 
ſhould return to her father, and that ſhe ſhould 
have a companion, who might ſerve as a mo- it 
ther, and, at the ſame time, not be any obſta- WY jr 
cle to his ſecret ſchemes; he was afraid of the k 
miniſter's penetration, who might diſcover his WM tt 


projects, and, as a tender father, forewarn and A 


adviſe his daughter: then he turned to Croſegu, 
who appeared thoughtful, and ſmiling, ſaid, be 
tranquil, I am invariably fixed in my reſolution 
to do every thing that is proper; I am 8 
on ſome indiſpenſable meaſures which I mu 
take, and which I ſhall inform you of ſoon. 
Dearchealh returned with the governeſs, and 
put a ſtop to their converſation ; the king talked 
with her in private, and charged her not to let 
Urgacine know that he had ever been at Lodbari. 
This done, the king returned to his palace, and 
ordered Croſegol to aſſemble his council the next 
day, and to ſummons the people to appear n 
the great - plain. He ordered likewiſe, that, at 
break of day, his troops ſnould be under 1 * 
| 6 al 
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Farly next morning, Tanidan ordered the 

tes of his palace to be thrown open in honour 
of the day he was about to make memorable ; 
de grandees came with the greateſt precipita- 
don to attend him, though ſurprized to be thus 
called together. Wonder every where increa- 
ſed, when the heralds proclaimed the king's 
commands, that the people ſhould aſſemble in 
the great plain, where already moſt of the troops 
were under arms: their minds were at firſt agi- 
tated with fear, as each had ſomething to re- 
proach himſelf in private with ; the king ſoon 
appeared in the midſt of them, and aloud decla · 
red the reaſon of his ſummoning them. It is 
impoſſible to expreſs their exceſſive joy, at hear- 
ing that the women were to be releaſed ; the 
king participated in their ſatisfaction, and from 
the council chamber went to the great plain. 
As ſoon as he appeared, the people all fell proſ- 
trate, fearing that the prince was come, envi- 
ron'd with his troops to puniſh them for paſt 
miſcondut, The king ordered the heralds to 
tell the people, that he came to make them hap- 
py to their wiſhes ; the mob paſſed from grief 
to joy, and from joy to admiration, and the 
and heralds then proclaimed the king's will, which 
Iced i was as follows. | 

Our ſovereign lord the king hath thought fit, 
according to his moſt gracious pleaſure, to take 
from us our wives, daughters and fiſters; to 
day he is willing to reſtore them to us, and to 
the end that the favour may be the greater, he, 
by his power, annuls all marriages that have 
been heretofore RT 7 and orders alſo, that 


all 


at 
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all fathers, mothers, uncles, aunts, guardians, 
c. ſhall quit claim to the authority they once 
had over their daughters, nieces, or wards, and 
that the women in general, who have been con- 
fined in Ladbarli, ſhall be abſolutely free and 
independant: that as a recompence for paſt 
confinement, every married woman is now di- 
vorced from her huſband, and left at her own 
liberty to return to him, or chuſe another; or if 
it be her will, ſhe may remain in a ſingle ſtate ; 
that the ſingle women may chuſe huſbands, or 
guardians, or live in a ſtate not ſubject to the 
controul of any one: that this his will and plea- 
ſure ſhall be communicated to the women in 


' Lodbarli, which ſhall be opened at the riſing of 


the moon. The joy of the people was exceffive 

on hearing this unforeſeen news. Long live the 

king, was the general ſhout ; each man having 
of pleaſure from the ſociety of women. 

I ſhall not deſcribe the ſcene which enſued 
on the women's leaving Ladbarli; it would be 
almoſt impoſſible to perform the taſk. As the 
gates were opened, crowds flowed from the city, 
as it were, ruſhing in queſt of liberty, and re- 

leſs of dreſs, or other conveniences, which 
they left behind. | 

Next day, the young women who had huſ- 


bands, changed them for others, and, as to the 


unmarry'd ones, there were but few who choſe 
to remain in a ſtate of celibacy, to maintain 
their independence granted them by the late law. 
The old women were fo very happy in their 

nt fituations, that it is not to be ſuppoſed 


that they wiſhed for any change. 
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Orinon was baniſhed for three vears, for ha- 
ving dared to oppoſe the king's pleaſurc, and 
Sini tin, who was recovered of the wound Ca- 
cine had given him, was obliged to marry or: 
pela ; the high prieſteſs Onecfa, at whom the. 
king was highly enraged, was condemned to 
tell her ſtory before the people, and then ba- 
niſhed to an iſland inhabited by felons, becauſe 
ſhe had declared ſhe could not live without men. 
| Urgacine calmly and moderately taſted the 


joys of liberty, and with pleaſure put herſelf 


under her father's care and direction. The 
king approved of a woman whom his nurſe, the 
late governeſs, had choſe as a companion for 
Urgocine ; it was her own niece, whom ſhe fix» 
ed in the employ with the conſent of Creſegol. 
She was ſomething older than Urgocine, and had 
been married to. an officer, who died while ſhe 
was at Lodbarli; ſhe was much eſteemed for 
the ſweetneſs of her temper, and was very 
agreeable to Urgocine ; her name was Notiſa; 
ſhe poſſeſſed an infinite ſhare of ſprightlineſs, 
and at the ſame time, was miſtreſs of folid judg- 
ment. Nzti/a and Urgocine quickly commenced 
a friendſhip, Perſons of merit ſoon dlicover 
each other; it is the. nature of wiſdom to unite. 
its followers, they are ſeldom inconſtant, and 
the chains which virtue forms, are never broke. 

It was now become the king's firft care to 
execute the project he had formed in reſpect to 
Urgocine. Too much condeſcenſion from this 
maid, was capable of rendering him the moſt 
miſerable of mankind, and of depriving him. 
lor ever of what was dearer to him than his life : 
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to receive from her an obſtinate reſiſtance was 
what he ardently defired. 

There were many obſtacles to Tanidar's exe- 
cuting his deſigns 3 it was not a trifling affair to 
attack a virtuous heart according to rule, and it 
was not a little difficult to procure leiſure, to gain 
ſtep by ſtep, a conqueſt which could not be 
ſuppoſed to be the moſt eaſy. To govern a 
great realm, and make love jncognito, were 
things inconſiſtent, but theſe difficulties muſt be 
obviated; the king had not hitherto found any 

thing impoſſible, and was determined to make 
an attempt ; his miniſter had often urged him to 
marry before the baniſhment of the women, 
and / ht their return had renewed his petition, 
The king heard him patiently, and ſaid, that 
on ſome certain conditions he ſhould grant his 
requeſt, The miniſter engaged to be entirely 
ſubmiſſive to his will. 

When Tanidan had fixed a plan of conduct in 
his amorous enterprize, he aſſembled the coun- 
cil, and declared his intention to travel for a 
year incognito through foreign courts, with 2 
view to find a princeſs worthy of his throne ; 
and, at the ſame time, to examine the laws, 
cuſtoms, manners, and arts of the different na- 
tions, through which he intended to paſs, in 
order to collect all that could contribute to his 
glory, and the good of the realm; and that in 
the mean time, he ſhould veſt the government 
in the hands of his council, of which he then 
appointed Croſegol preſident, 

The king had rendered himſelf ſo abſolute, 


and knew ſo well how to decorate his projects, 
that 
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that not any body dared reply. Croſego! was 

greatly * er on hearing this in full council, 
or he would have eſſayed to 1 altered this re- 
ſolution: the council confirmed the king's de- 
claration, and the prince himſelf was deprived 
of the power of varying from it, and ſtrait with- 
drew to his palace, which he that night left, in 
order to begin his travels. 

The king effected by this means two great 
ends, the firſt was, the being free to do what he 
pleaſed without being obſerved ; the ſecond was, 
the obliging Urgocine to live d Fant from the ca- 

pital, for by elevating her father to the poſt of 
— "hoy al bis family, according to the laws 
of the ſtate, were obliged to live in a diſtant 
province, and under the eye of a governor, who 
might prevent his embezzling the nation's 
wealth to enrich his family. 

A few days aſter, Urgocine (et out for the city 
aſſigned her father to reſide in, while he conti- 
nued preſident. 

The king, in the habit of a Greek; had oon 
cealed himſelf in the capital, and took upon 
him the name of Purifton, was not the laſt 
to know of Urgocine's departure; he followed 
her on horſeback, and join'd her equipage, as a 
ſtranger, who embraced the opportunity of tra- , 
velling with company : he began the ſame day 
to play the part he had premeditated, and did 
not neglect any opportunity for contracting an 
acquaintance with the ladies; they had pro- 
ceeded above five leagues before Urgocine even 
looked at him; ſhe was converſing with Notiſa, 
on oy beauties of the ſeveral prof; pects the coun- 
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try afforded. Tanidan ſtrove. to attract her at- 
tention, but in vain did he gallop, make his 
| horſecurvet and bound, Urgocine did not much 
regard him; this was a mortifiation to a king, 
bu: was what he might expect in his new cha- 
rater, Two days paſſed without Puri/on's be- 
ing able to engage his miſtreſs's attention; this 
much chagrined him, but ſerved as a ſpur to his 
affection: thus he reaſoned with himſelf, why 
ſhould I be ſurprized, I am not the firſt ſhe has 
treated with indifference,” and I fear it is owing 
to a fixed averſion to men; what have I then tv 
hope, or to what lengths will my extreme deli- 

cacy carry me? ; horn | 
This reflection checked . him, but ſhame of 
being deterred by the firſt obſtacle, determined 
him to perſevere for a year and a day, at the 
expiration of which, if he found nothing to diſ- 
guſt his delicacy, he would indulge in love, and 

recompence Urgocine with his bed and throne, 
While he made theſe reflections, Notiſa and 
Urgocine were forming conjectures on the'reaſons 
which had induced the king to leave his Kking- 
dom : Notiſa would have it, that he was not fo 
averſe to women as he pretended. Urgocine in- 
ſiſted, that a paſhon for any particular woman 
could not be the cauſe of his travels. During 
this converſation Tanidan was riding along, and 
projecting ſchemes to attract the notice of Urgo- 
tines, but what his utmoſt diligence did not ac- 
compliſh, accident effected. Night was coming 
on,  Urgocine's carriage entered a little wood, 
through. which they were to paſs, to arrive at 

the town where they were to lodge; four ſlaves 
| ' | on 
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on horſeback ſerved as an eſcort to this equi» 
page; the king, attended by his ſervant rode 
before to examine the narrowneſs of the road; 
a profound filence reigned in the wood, when 
they heard the found of whiſtles, which were re- 
peated by the neighbouring ecchoes ; Tanidan, 
buried in reflection did not obſerve them, but 
Natiſa and Urgocine were alarmed. and. called 
aloud to their ſervants, who followed at ſome 
diſtance from the carriage; theſe cries ſtruck 
the king's ears; you may imagine he was not 
long in returning, but it was too dark to diſtin- 
gullh objects. The ladies took him for one of 
the ſlaves, and ordered that he ſhould not leave 
the carriage. Oh ! charming maid, replied the 
king to Urgocine, who ſpoke laſt, I will anſwer 
with my life for your ſafety. _ 

Urgocine finding by the voice that he was a 
ſtranger, put her mouth to Nati/a's ear, and 
ſaid, I am frighted to death, who 1s this man ? 
Fear had ſuch an effect on her, that inſtead of 
whiſpering, as ſhe intended, ſhe ſpoke, this loud 
enough for the king to hear. Fear not, madam, 
cried he, I am a ter. travelling the ſame 
road that you are, and I would periſh a thouſand 
times, rather than any accident ſhould, hurt you, 
on me you may depend, although I am, a Greet. 
This was not. ſufficient to quiet I, 
fears; Notiſa ſaid. all, ſhe could to encourage 
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ber; I know his perſon, ſaid, ſhe in a whiſper, 


he has conſtantly accompanied our, equipage, 
and has too good a countenance to be capable of 
conceiving bad 4 U gocine recollected 


4 the 


* The Greeks were not greatly eſteemed by the Gaul. 


\ 


80 FEMALE BANISHMENT, or 


the ſtranger, and feared he had followed them 
with a bad deſign: at this time one of the ſlaves 
cryed out; I hear the ſound of horſes coming 
full gallop, Oh heavens ! we are loſt, cried Ur- 
gocrne, throwing herſelf into Notiſa's arms, who 
was not much leſs frighted ; in effect they had 
reaſon to be ſo : four men came up and attacked 
their ſlaves with drawn ſabres. | 
The king judging by the manner of the aſ- 
fault, that they were not robbers he had to deal 
with, exerted himſelf, and manfully ſought for 
conqueſt, but ſmall was his hopes on ſeeing the 
ſlaves give way; he called out to encourage 
them, on which he was attacked by two of the 
allailants, againſt whom he defended himſelf for 
ſome time, but finding it neceſſary to have re- 
courſe to ſtratagem, he glided ſoftly from his 
horſe, as if he had been killed, and then crept 
amongſt the trees with his ſabre in his hand. 
Soon he perceived that only two of the ſlaves 
were left, who, aſſiſted by his ſervant, till 
made a faint reſiſtance ; this diſcovery determi- 
ned him to uſe art againſt ſtrength ; unperceived 
he got between two of the horſemen, and ſtab- 
bed their horſes; at the ſame time crying out, 
courage, my lads: the wounded horſes would 
no longer obey their riders; the two ſlaves, 
who were ready to fly, retook courage, and, in 
their turn drove on their antagoniſts, and beat 
two of them to the earth; the king killed a 
third, and the fourth had ſhared the ſame fate, 
if his horſe had not carried him far from the 
place of the engagement. By this time the 
moon ſhone bright, and they were able to diſ- 
288 Anguiſh 
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tinguiſh objects. The D greater pleaſure 
in ſaving Urgocine, than when he had beat the 
Romans: he ran to her, but what was his ſur- 
prize, to find her motionleſs in the arms of No- 
tiſa. The women ſlaves ſhrieked at his appear- 
ance, but he convinced them, that their ene- 
mies were not in a condition to be feared ; the 
women bleſſed him as their deliverer, and he 
pulling a ſmall vial out of his pocket, bad them. 
apply it to the noſtrils of Urgoczne, to recall her 
fleeting ſpirits, _ 

From the ladies he turned about to ſurvey his 
bloody adverſaries, but ſtop'd ſhort on finding a 
man then lifting up a ſabre to kill him ; inſtant- 
ly he parried the blow, and in a moment thruſt 
his own ſabre into the breaſt of his antagoniſt, 
who fell down. curſing fortune, for permitting 
bis defeat. Who art thou, faid the prince, 
holding his ſabre to his throat ? ſpeak, or I ſhall 
finiſh a life thou art unworthy to poſſeſs. | 

Undaunted the conquered thus ſaid, finiſh, 
take my life, my attempt to get Urgoctne has 
failed; I cannot wiſh to live; but know that my 
name is Siniſtin, and on recovery of my wounds 
Iwill purſue thee to the end of the univerſe, in. : 
revenge for the obſtruction of my deſigns. _ - 

The name of Siniſlin made the king heſitate, - 
whether he ſhould not quickly ſtab the villain, \ 
who avowed his crime; but humanity predo- 

inated in his heart, and ſtop'd his hand, Live, 
if thou can'ſt recover, ſaid Puriſton, and let the 
gods punifh thee ; I will not foreſtall their ven- 
geance; ſaying this, he bid his ſlave bind Siniſ- 
tin's wounds, and then examined the flain, 
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where he found one man ſo far ro bend from 
his wounds, as to be able to confirm Siniftir's re- 
port, adding, that they had followed the equi- 
page from its firſt fettin p out, and that their 


| chief propoſed cartying ocine to an eſtate of 

hie, where he was NE, ined to force her to 
| Mn $4474 + 
l oratify his deſires. 
The prince then returned to Urgoline; who 
had recovered her ſenſes,” and received informa- 
tion to whom ſhe was indebted for het ſafety ; 
ſhe thanked Tanidan in ſuch ſweet and livel 
terms, that he thought himſelf amply aided. 
F owe more than my life to you, ſaid ſhe, for the 
| preſervation of my honour : the only remaining 
- flave has informed me of it; TI ſhall ever re- 
member the obligation you have laid me under, 
and if your fortune wants ſupport, © I offer you 
my fathet's credit, and do not doubt, but he 
will ſecond with all his power my gtatitude: af 
Tanidan conceived a thought on this affair, 
which he determined to purſue at a proper time, 
and aſſured Urgocine that he eſteemed himſelf 
fortunate in ſerving her, without tarniſhing the 
merit of it rh the pay of intereſt; that he on- 
ly wiſhed for a permiſſion to guard her fafe 
E Ke. her journey; but without waiting for 
an anſwer, he called the two ſlaves,” and having 

mounted his horſe, they left the wood, © 
Notiſa perceiving that Puriſton was gone be- 
fore the carriage, became very Javith in his 

praiſe, and ſaid, he was unto mmon] | generous, 

thus to riſque his life or fttah ers. 

 Urgocine joined her in ce mendatfon ; ſhe 
felt ſomething in his fdyour, that ſhe kad not 
ever 
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ever been ſenſible of before, but did not declar 
this to Notiſa, who had been married, and was 
more lively, and, though extremely virtuous, 
was leſs reſerved. As a votary to Bacebus intox· 
icates bimſelf by degrees, fo the widow drank 
large draughts of love, and freely communicated 
her ſentiments, ; praiſing, one moment his noble 
air, and the next admiring the beauty and dig+ 
nity of his countenance,. by which ſhe promot 
the king's intereſt, as much as if he had bribed 
her to ſpeak well of him. 1 its 
They arrived at the town where they were to 
paſs the night; the governor came out to meet 
her, and was much ſurprized to hear of their 
diſaſter, he ſent ſome ſoldiers, who brought 
away Sini/tin, and the, reſt of the \crimipals, 
and likewiſe ordered an eſcort to ſecure — 5 
any future accident. 
Votiſa ſpoke ſo much of Puriſton's; courage, 
that the governor deſired to fee him; luckily 
his beard, cut in the Grecian manner, and his 
new dreſs were a ſcreen to his perſon. 
©, The governor thanked him in terms which 
expreſſed more of a ſeeming lf as Ks 
than any gratitude, and aſked who he was, an 
where he was going. The king hefitated a ma- 
ment, becauſe the governor looked earneſtly in 
his face, but recollecting himſelf, ſaid, he was 
a merchant, who traded in jewels, and travell'd 
to diſpoſe of his diamonds and other precious 
ſtones. | | | | 
The governor look'd a ſecond time at this 
man, who drew every body's attention, and 
then went to Votiſa and Urgocine ; I am come, 
. 5 6 ladies, 
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ladies, ſaid he, to impart an obſervation that I 
have made; this Puriſton bears a ſtrong reſem- 
blance of the king, as you']] perceive if you ex- 
amine his figure and converſation. Neither Ur- 
gocine or Notiſa had ſeen the king, ſo it was im- 
ble 'for them to judge, but they could not 
orbear frequently looking at him, after havin 
heard what the governor had ſaid. Puriſton ful: 
pected the cauſe, but found ample amends in 
the converſation, and encountering the charm- 
ing eyes of his Urgocine. At laſt, to prevent a 
more particular enquiry, the king offered to re- 
tire, but the governor begged he would oblige 
him with his company. In this invitation Ur- 
me Joined, and Notiſa was not backward in 
prefling him to ſtay. Tanidan thanked them in 
the politeſt terms for the favour and honour the 
conferred on him, but, as he was indifpoſed. 
begger they would permit him to retire from the 
brilliant company which then filled the gover- 
nor's houſe : when he was gone, Croſegol's 
daughter, unaccuſtomed to entreat favours from 
a man, was not a little piqued at his refuſal ; 
Notiſa could not condemn him, ſhe was ſo 
much prejudiced in his favour, but diſcovered 
freſh merit in his modeſty, and inſiſted that it 
was from his politeneſs, he had not accepted an 
honour, which he had more than merited, after 
the great ſervices he had rendered them. 
© The king, as a traveller, went to an inn, 
and next morning, with the riſing ſun, ſurveyed 
the fortifications of the town, which he per- 
ceived were in ruins, , though much money was 
yearly paid from the treaſury, for the repair 5 
* | "i 
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of penetration, and in ſuch caſes it is difficult to 
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all his fortified towns. This he noted on his 
tablets, determining to remove the cauſe of this 


neglect.” : | | 

This done, he mounted on horſeback, and 
waited for Urgocine a league diſtant from the 
town, but waited in vain, her equipage did not 
appear: while a lover is waiting, moments ap- 
pear hours. The prince was very uneaſy, and diſ- 
patched his flave to the town, who on his re- 
turn informed him, that Notiſa had been ill during 
the night, and on her account, their journey - 
was deferred till the next day; the ſlave added 
they have ſearched every where to inform you 
of the cauſe. Tanidan was not willing to 1 
returning to the town, for fear of being known; 
but went to an adjacent village, where he wait» 
ed with the impatience of a man, who is greatly 
in love. 7 | 

The governor did his utmoſt to divert his 
beautiful gueſts; and the principal people were 
invited in the evening to a ball. 4 though 
better, would have much rather choſe retire- 
ment and repoſe ; ſhe found her mind wholly 
filled with the idea of the ſtranger, and ſhe was 
greatly piqued at his going away ; but a thought 
came into her head, that he might notwitiſtan» 
ding appear at the ball; on which ſhe dreſſed 
herſelf in the moſt brilliant manner; but a mo- 
ment after was angry at herſelf, and bluſhed to 
think on the cauſe; ſhe ſtrove to perſuade. her- 
ſelf that it was rather pride than love which ur- 
ged her on to appear in rich dreſs; but this ſhe 
could not eaſily affect, for ſhe had a large ſhar 
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hide from ourſelves the motives of our aids” 


Urgorine did not think exactly the ſame, but ſhe 
could not avoid being uneaſy, which ſhe attri- 
buted to the fright ſhe had been in, and thought 
.. fometimes on the ſtranger to whom ſhe owed 
her ſafety, but was not alarmed at it. Gtati- 
tude, in great minds, is one of the moſt com- 
mendable virtues, but ſhe could not help being 
chagrin'd at Puriſton's going, notwithſtanding 
her having entreated him to ſtay; then ſhe re- 
flected on the reaſons that could have induced 
him to it, and from this thought paſſed to ano- 
ther, called to mind the ſervice he had done her, 
and then retraced in her mind his figure, recol- 
lecting that he was ſaid to reſemble a prince, 
whom ſhe had revered from her infancy, _ 
Where is he now ? ſaid ſhe to herſelf 3 what 
could induce him to leave his kingdom ? All 
theſe thoughts at once agitated the Mind of this 
young maid, ſhe bad not any apptehenfions 
from whence theſe ſecret emotions proceeded, 
and ſo far from driving them from her, ſhe took 
| Infinite pleaſure in them, arid was fo pleaſed 
with the refvery in which the was abſorbed, that 
| the was angry with Netiſa for intertipting it; 
but the other, more ſkilled in the ſcience of the 
little god, ftrove by amuſements to heal her 
wound: ſhe came to Urgocine, and deſired her 
to dreſs gaily, ſaying that it would be a compli- 
ment to the governor in return for his politeneſs, 
Uxrgocine complyed, being naturally obliging, 
eſpecially when ſhe was deſired to do what had 
the leaſt connection with her dur. +4 
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paſſed in the town: his hoſt was acquainted 
with the governor's family, and, like many 
people of his ſtamp, told all that he knew, and 
more, which he would laugh at, and applaud 
himſelf for, and was very angry if his gueſts did 
not imitate him. 
- The liberty that the ball gave of ſceing with- 
out being known, determined Tanidan to be 
preſent : curioſity, and perhaps jealouſy, con · 
tributed to this reſolution ; the modeſt lover is 
always fearful. How many hearts, innocent 
and free, have received the fatal wound at a 
ball? they ſeem to be inſtituted to augment 
the empire of love: theſe refletions-made the 
prince eaſy. He ordered Junitor, his flave, 
to purchaſe the habit of a magician, as the diſ- 
guiſe conſiſted only in a black robe, a bonhet of 
the ſame colour, a long white beard, a girdle, 
and' a ring of vervain, which were procured 
without difficulty. Night approaching, the king 
ſet'out; the ball was began before he entered, 
oy! ſoon he found himſelf amongſt. a number of 
ues : his firſt care was to look for Urgocine, 
but but the was not in the hall. Votiſa appeared, 
and was admired by all the ſpectators ; her he 
fcarce looked at, but oft — his eyes towards 
the door, in hopes to ſee Urgocrne. 

At length this beautiful ſtar oppenred: un- 
maſked, as was Notiſa, out of compliment to 
the governor. On Urgocine's entry, a murmur 
of applauſe ran — the aſſembly, which 
cauſed her to bluſh, and theſe D were 4 
94> addition to her beauties, ö . * 


The king was not the laſt informed of what 
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The king became immoveable, and loſt all 
his ſenſes, except that of ſeeing ; but was rou- 
ſed into action by ſome young officers, richly 
dreſſed, and handſome, whoſe good opinion of 
themſelves induced them to make court to V- 
gocine; one was the governor's ſon, the other 
his nephew; they had merit, but that merit was 
greatly depreciated by their ſelf opinion. The 
paſt age was not very different from the preſent ; 
they had, as we have, an equal ſhare of virtues 
and vices; why ſhould we then complain of 
the preſent: but when will the time come that 
will not be complained of? 1 
Theſe young gentlemen got cloſe to Urgocne, 
and endeavoured to render themſelves agreeable ; 
the king looked earneſtly at this ſweet maid, 
and, like a ſevere cenſor, he watched for ſome- 
thing blameable in her conduct; but how great- 
ly was he deceived: good manners required the 
miniſter's daughter to hear theſe Petit Maitres, 
but ſhe behaved tothem with the greateſt coolneſs; 
they appeared very-defirous of becoming fami- 
liarz but a look from her humbled and obliged 
them to pay her more reſpect. By this publick 
lſe, their vanity was checked, but they tri- 
other means to engage Urgocrne's attention; 
they told her the names and private hiſtories of 
ſeveral ladies who were preſent. Notiſa was 
pleaſed with theſe anecdotes ; in ſhort, ſome of 
them were ſo drole, that Urgocrne, notwithſtane 
ding her ſeriouſneſs, could not help ſmiling; the 
king was uneaſy at it, as he did not know the 
ſubject of their converſation, and feared that the 
compliments of theſe gay gallants pleaſed 129 
7 5 
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He broke through the crowd, and got to the 
place where Urgocine and Notiſa ſat; the ſingu- 
larity of his dreſs made him be taken notice of: 
one of the officers, who were paying their court 
to Urgocine, thinking to ingratiate himſelf with 
her by rallying the pretended magician, aſked 
him, with a laughing air, if he was ill treated 
by ſome beauty, and forced to have recourſe to 
enchantment to render her leſs cruel. No, re- 
plied the king, in a counterfeit voice, hitherto I 
have not been the dupe of the ſex that you 
adore ; I am a magician, my habit declares me 
ſuch, I read things paſſed and to come, and oft 
uſe my ſcience to correct ridiculous errors in 
particular perſons, 3 

Urgocine and Notiſa applying this to the cox- 
comical air of the governor's ſon, could not 
help laughing. The people of your claſs, repli- 
ed the youth, exceſſively piqued, are generally 
preſumptuous, and little ſkilful ; give me a 
proof of your pretended knowledge, and I ſhall 
believe you are no counterfeit. My reputation 
with certain people is of very little conſequence 
to me, replied Puriſton, but nevertheleſs, if 
one of theſe ladies will permit me to ſpeak to 
her, ſhe ſhall judge if I do not diſcover ſome 
ſecret truths. | 

The governor's nephew wiſhed to ſee his 
couſin humbled, that his own merit might the 
more appear, and ſaid, it is agreed, his ſkill ſhall 
be put to the teſt, and if the beautiful Urgocane 
will permit him to ſpeak to her, and aſſure us, 
that he has not impoſed on her, we will do him 
the juſtice to acknowledge he is a man of ſkill. 

| Urgacme 
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Urgocine conſented, on condition that Neti/a 
would hear him firſt : ſhe was too complaiſant 
to make the leaſt difficulty; the king whiſpered 
to her thus; You married a man you did not love, 
you lived with him as if you loved him, and you de- 
cently regretted the loſs without crying for him. 

Notifa bluſhed at Tie and told Urgocine that 
the magician knew more than all the world, but, 
fays ſhe, I will have another tryal of his ſkil), 
and turning to him, ſhe aſked in a whiſper, 
whether ſhe had ever been i löve. No, ſaid 
he, (he was almoſFure of this) bit you will be 
loon : that is ſufficient, ſaid NVotiſa, ſtill more 
furprized, I ſhall ſpeak in your favour; ſee 
whether Urgocine will do as much; the king ap- 
proached her reſpectfully, but the - new} K. of 
fo many chatms prevented him ſpeaking to her; 
at laſt he recovered himſelf and ſaid; You have 
been, proof againſt love, though you have had two 
tvers, "who have diſguiſed themſelves to enjoy your 
| prefence ; one of them has made bold attempts to 
gain your favour. Urgotine, more aſtoniſhed 
than Notiſa, cryed out, that his ſkill was ſuper- 
natural, and certainly came frum 'the gods; ſhe 
declared her ſurprize publickly, which made all 
the ladies wiſh and fear to know. their fortunes. 

Mean time, NVoriſa, great] ently aſtoniſhed at the 
profound knowledge bf t ician, determi- 
ned to alk what ſhe might * from the man, 
who, at that time, engrofſed her whole ſou], 
but was greatly perplexed how to bring it about: 


at laſt ſhe took courage, and ſaid, you who ſee 


futurity, and know the ſectets of all hearts, can 
tell 0 will make 2 * 
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tual return of affection. Fear not, ſaid the 
king, the man that is favoured with your love, 
cannot be ungrateful. This was not quite ſatis- 
factory, but Puriſton would not riſque his” 
reputation by ſaying any more. | 
. Urgecine, then preſſed by Notiſa, deſired he 
would predict ſomething to her; this was what 
Purifion impatiently waited for, and thus he 
whiſpered to Urgacine ; I ben you ſhall find a wore 
thy objact, be not reſerved in placing your affection * 
on. your lover's happineſs yours depends ; thus fate 
determines for you. | 
- Urgocine laughed at this oracle; Notiſa aſked 
the cauſe; I will tell you willingly, ſaid Urgo- 
ano, but on condition the confidence be recipro- 
cal. I take you at your word, ſaid Notiſa, and 
will ſoon find a convenient time to compare ous 
fortunes. | „ 42 Woe 28 ' 
Mean time the governor's ſon, with a view 
to remove the magician from the ladies, prevail- 
ed on his ſiſter to give him a ſlight invitation to 
| dance, which was an honour he could not re- 
fuſe ; but this artifice did little avail the youth, 
| for though Puriſton's diſguiſe was an incum- 
brance, yet he ſo far excelled in dancing, that 
| he drew the attention of the ladies in general. 
Soon after Puriſton perceiving that the young 
officer was preparing to dance, foreſtalled hi 
in his deſign,” and offered his hand to Urgocine,, 
who accepted it, and performed with equal 
race. On conducting her to her ſeat, he ſaid, 
I hope you will remember my prediction, and I 
further diſcover to ou, that you now have an 
admirer, conſtant a the ſun. 
208. : After 
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After having ſaid this, he retired ; the ball 
was juſt ready to break up, and he was not wil- 
ling to be one of the laſt, but was fo cloſe 

watched, that without artifice he could not eſ- 

cape. Aloud, he thus ſpoke; I am going to 
couſult my genii, and will return quickly to en- 
tertain the aſſembly with a prodigy that ſhall 
be ſpoke of for an age. Immediately he went 
out, the ſlave held his horſe ready, which he 
mounted, at the ſame time throwing off his robe, 
and ſpurred his horſe, which carried him out of 
ſightin an inſtant, | 

The aflembly grew impatient at his delay, 
and ſent a ſlave in queſt of him, who was frigtit- 
ed to find the robe without the perſon that had 
wore it; he durſt not touch it, but ran to in- 
form the aſſembly of what bad happened. Some 
of the company went to the place, and formed 
a circle round the robe, and concluded that the 
whole was a prodigy; others affirmed that they 
had ſeen a phœnomenon in the ſky; and, in 
general, it was believed that it was a phantom 
that had appeared in the aſſembly, and vaniſhed 
imperceptibly. 

he governor's ſon was much affected by this 
diſagreeable adventure; love, ſtronger than 
ſhame, had inſinuated in his heart its ſubtileſt 
poiſon; he was inflamed at the firſt fight of Ur- 
gocine, and her coolneſs, inſtead. of curing, 
3+ ocean flame, and he ſpared no pains to 
induce her to ſtay another day; but finding his 
entreaties did not avail, he threw himſelf at her 
feet, as he was conducting her to her apart- 


ment, and with a temerity, which was ſcarce to 
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be expected at his age, declared the effect her 
charms had produced, and that he ſhould always 
remain her humble ſlave; after this declaration, 
which was received with a politeneſs that had 
not any meaning, he retired to his chamber, 
determined to purſue Urgocine with ardour, flat- 
tering himſelf with ſucceſs, if he could but gain 
opportunities of entertaining her with his 
on. a 

Mean while, Notiſa examined her own ſenti- 
ments; ſhe could not conceive from whence 
aroſe the uneaſineſs, with which ſhe had been 
agitated even during the ball; ſhe bluſhed to 
think of the ſtranger's engroſſing her atttention, 
and ſtrove to baniſh an idea which often re- 
curr'd ; but reſolved for the future to be more 
upon e | 

As toUrgecine, the magician had puzzled her, 
ſhe wondered how it was poſſible, for him to be 
ſo well acquainted with her ſecrets, and conclu- 
ded that he was the lover who adored her, but 
to divine who he was did not a little perplex 
her; fleep terminated theſe reflections. Next 
day ſhe aroſe with the ſun and purſued her jour- 
ney ; the governor ſet out with them, ſaying, 
it was with reluctance, he parted with the plea» 
ſure their preſence had given him. 

Puriſton was on horſeback, and waited for 
Urgocine, but did not appear till the governor 
had took his leave, on which he rode towards 
the carriage. Notiſa was uneaſy ; ſhe had flat- 
tered herſelf that the ſtranger would appear, 
and was greatly diſappointed at not ſeeing him, 
Urgocine had aſked ſeveral times if ſhe — 
. | we 
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well. Notiſa heſitated, but at laſt ſaid, ſhe felt 
a pain in her breaſt. When the mind ſuffers, 
it is nat very eaſy to form excuſes; Urgocine did 
not much differ in ſentiment, when ſhe reflected 
on paſt dangers, and the man who had ſo gene- 
rouſly delivered her; ſhe wiſhed to ſee him, 
and wondered, that after he had gained permiſ- 
ſion to accompany her, he did not appear; ſhe 


would not aſk the reaſon, for fear of diſcovering. 
her ſecret thoughts. A ſhock which the carri- 


age received in paſſing over a great ſtone, rou- 
ſed Urgocine from her reſvery, ſhe turned her 


eyes upon the road, and ſceing the king, ſhe. 


cried out as if ſhe had anſwered herſelf, ah ! 
there he. is. Notiſa was agreeably diſturbed, 
and ſaid ſomething in the ſame ſtrain ; ah yes 
it is him, how rejoiced I am] Theſe amiable 
women looked at each other at the ſame inſtant, 
and bluſhed. Notiſa in a whiſper ſaid to Urgo- 
cine, we are neither of us angry at this ſtran- 


ger's appearance. CroſegoPs daughter anſwered 
frankly, that ſhe was delighted to ſee him, and 


that, after the obligations received from him, 
gratitude demanded fo much from her. Notiſa, 
encouraged by this declaration, embraced Urge- 
cine, and praiſed the goodneſs of her heart, ſay- 
ing ſhe felt equal ſentiments of gratitude, 


While they were declaring themſelves thus to | 
each other, Puriſton then came near, faluted 


them in the moſt graceful'manner, and enqui- 


red after their health. I have been very uneafy, 
ſaid he, at your not continuing your journey, | 


and oft had thoughts of coming to town in queſt 


of you. We are greatly obliged to you for 


your 
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your care, replied Notiſa, and on that account, 


we will pardon what you cannot defend, I mean 
our leaving us when invited to ſtay. Tanidan 
ped they would think he had been ſufficiently 
puniſhed, by being deprived of the pleaſure of 
their company, but that if he had known the 
abſence would have been of ſo long continuance, 
he would have omitted writing ſome letters of 
important buſineſs, which had prevented him 
from enjoying the time which had ſeemed an 
age, by being deprived of their ſight. 

Urgacine returned no anſwer, but was aſto- 
niſhed that a merchant ſhould expreſs himſelf fo 
elegantly, and behave with ſo much eaſe and 
politeneſs. NVotiſa ſaid in a whiſper, certainly 
this man has kept the beſt of company, and we 
ought to treat him with politeneſs. They were 
yet thirty leagues diſtant from Senacſo, the city 
in which they were to reſide, and it was agreed, 
that they ought not to ſcruple inviting him to eat 
with them. n 

The more they converſed with the merchant 
the greater was their ſurprize, he entertained 
them in the moſt agreeable manner, till they ar- 
rived at the town where they were to dine. 
Then he wiſhed ardently for an opportunity to 
declare his love, but this appeared difficult, as 
Urgocine was uſually ſurrounded by Nati/a or 
the ſlaves, and he feared to attempt to bribe any 
of them; oft he looked at her tenderly, and 
ſeemed confuſed when their eyes met. Urgocine 
perceived his attention, and was ſometimes at a 
laſs how to act, or to avoid his piercing look; 
whenever her eyes met his ſhe caſt them on the 

r ground, 
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ground, and bluſhing, felt an emotion hitherto 
unknown to her; ſhe endeavoured, but in vain, 
to penetrate the ſecret cauſe of it : at laſt, find- 
ing herſelf greatly perplexed, ſhe reſolved to 
tel] NVotiſa, and to learn if poſſible, the cauſe 
of theſe unuſual agitations. . 

There was a pleaſant garden at the inn where 
they dined, watered by a little brook that run 
round it; the weather was extreamly fine; a 
cloſe walk ſhaded by poplars ſeemed to invite 
them to walk upon a turf enamelled with flow- 
ers, which the proximity of the water rendered 
of the moſt verdant green. Urgocine, whoſe 
mind was employed on the confidence ſhe pro- 
poſed putting in Notiſa, defired ſhe would take 
a walk in this charming place. Notiſa could 
not think any pleaſure perfect without Puriſton, 
was going to invite him; but Urgocine oppoſed 
it, declaring ſhe wanted to ſpeak to her in pri- 
vate. Tanidan coloured on being excluded the 
party, but reſolved to watch them. Noti/a, 
who had great difficulty to diſguiſe her ſecret 
ſentiments, told him they ſhould not walk long, 
and hoped he would favour them with his com- 
pany at dinner; ſhe ſaid they had but two days 
to remain together, and that it was but reaſona- 
ble they ſhould make all the uſe they could of 
them. 


The ladies. then went into the garden; the 


heat of the ſun induced them to retire into the 
ſhady walk, where, after taking a turn, they 
ſeated themſelves on the graſs; the king had 
before obſerved them at a diſtance, but now 

walked round, and placed himſelf ſo conveni- 


ently, 
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ently, that he did not loſe a word of their con- 
verſation. * „ 
' Urgacine claſp'd hold of Notiſa's hand, fayin 
that ſhe had a favour to aſk: her friend ſaid, 
give you a chart blanc, for whatever thing you 
fall aſk you ſhall have. I cannot deſcribe, ſaid 
Urgocine, the ſtrange ſituation in which I find 
myſelf, and which does not permit me to be at 
eaſe a moment. Can you believe it, ſince this 
ſtranger has appeared I am become thoughtful 
and uneaſy, without knowing why? and this, 
my dear friend, ever ſince the fatal night ia 
which he preſerved my life and honour ; I am 
reatly altered from what I was; can you in- 
Hos me of the cauſe of this ſecret trouble? you 
have had experience, and know the nature of 
things; tell me then what I ought to;think of 
my ſituation; you know my ſincetity, I put 
confidence in you: this, my dear friend, is 
what I wiſhed to tell you in ſecret, and now I 
r EET WE LP Ag 
Theſe few words ſpoke ſo, innocently open'd 
Nitiſa's eyes and made her tremble. Ah! my 
dear, cried ſhe, embracing Urgocine, we are 
both in the ſame ſituation ; your r at · 
taches me more to you, and obliges me in re- 
turn to repoſe an equa] confidence in you; we 
are both attacked by the ſame diſtemper; you 
find yourſelf agitated at the ſight of the agree - 
able ſtranger, ſo do I ; his looks embarraſs and 
confound me; when he is abſent I think of him 
without perceiving it, and that, my dear Urgo- 
eine, is; I perceive, your caſe, and perhaps re- 
fletion will convince you, that Puriſten has ta- 
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ken ſuch poſſeſſion of your heart, that it will be 
_ wifficalſtto Conteſt it with him. Dear Urgacine, 
the emotions of which you ſpeak are indications 
of 4 growing love; you tremble, but it is too 
true; love has entered your heart by the road of 
titude; the good qualities of the amiable 
Granger have ſuſtain'd it, and it will be in vain 
for your virtue to ftrive to baniſh it. rn 
Urpocine grew pale, as if ſentence of death 
had been pronounced. What! cried' ſhe, 
looking ſtedfaſtly at Notiſa, have we been fo 
weak, as to expoſe ourfelves to feel ſo cruel a 
poiſon as that of love? have we loft ourſelves 
dy being unguarded ? No, let us put on a firm 
reſolution, avoid his company, and not again 
expoſe ourſelves to the danger of ſeeing this 
man: we owe him much, but we muſt ſeem 
ungrateful, or by any means avoid the light of 
him. Perhaps, as a merchant, he may think 
a pecuniary reward will cancel our debt: let 
us ſee his jewels, and pay for them a higher 
price than he ſhall aſk ; thus ſhall we buy his 
abfence,. and may recover our liberty. 
This deciſion made the king tremble, he liſt- 
en'd with renewed attention, Notiſa endea- 
voured to calm and make her change her pur- 
poſe, I agree, faid ſhe, that your reſolution 
has reaſon to ſupport it; but how to execute this 
determination, is à difficulty, I know not how 
to ſurmount. | ffs IF. 
Can you fend a man away without ceremony, 
to whom you have ſuch great obligations? ſhall 
you not bluſh at deſiring him to go from you 
for ever? For my part, I confeſs ncerely that 
1 cannot 
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cannot practice what: you propoſe, and I ap- 


prove as politic. Suppote even that you con- 


quer yourſelſ ſo far as to gite him ſuch an order; 
gan you hinder his being aſtoniſhed at it, and 
perhaps, divining the eauſe? would you have 


bim diſcover it, and make him doubt that we 


wiſh his abſence, becauſe we dread his pre- 
ſence? how do you know, Urgocine, if his va- 
nity, flattered by our too. ſtrongly. expreſſed 
fears, may not make him ſuppoſe himſelf belo- 
ved > If you ehuſe to run the riſque, ſend this 
unfortupate ſtranger away, but I aſſure you [ 
ſhall not execute this commiſſion. 
This ſpeech drew tears from Urgecine, Ah! 
ſaid ſhe, have I fo long preſerved my heart free 
— * the — a 2 and now ſuffered 
m to be captivat a ſtranger, perhaps 
— worthy of a ſingle 3 Oh Acher of 
light! protect my innocence, and permit me 
not to be ſo unhappy as to ſwerve from the prin- 
thou haſt inſpired me with; aid me to 
drive away the tyrant that deſtroys my peace; 
and a young bull whiter than ſnow ſhall ' be: ſar 
ctificed to thee, : when we arrive at Sena. 
\,-Natifa, in hopes that her arguments to pre- 
vent Puriſtan s being ſent away would ſucceed, 
aſked: Urgocine if ſhe continued in her firſt ſenti- 
ments. Yes, more confirmed than ever, repli+ 
ed ſhe, the gods have doubtleſs inſpired me with 
the means to oblige the ſtranger to leave us. I 
will pretend to be ſick, and remain ſhut up in 
my chamber, till his affairs preſs him to be 


gone3 tis your equal * that he be ſent 
F N Ae eise u 


away 
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away. I know your prudence, Arsen 
of 


will earneſtly join to execute this ſcheme. 

Noitſa had a good opinion of the firength 
Her virtue, and was not under any fears; ſhe 
had ſooner than Urgocine felt the ſweet impteſi- 
ons love had made, and as ſhe had not combated 
them with the ſame vigour, they had time to 
fix their empire; ſhe was become accuſtomed 
to their ſweetneſs, and wiſhed not for a change; 
love had appeared to her timid and full of reſ- 
pect, but ought we not to be moſt on our guard 
againſt an enemy, who wears the diſguiſe of 
friendſhip ? 

Whilſt Notiſa ſeemed to neden in a late 

of irreſolution, a ſervant informed the ladies that 
dinner was on the table. Puriſton, who was 
more and more charmed with Urgocine, reſolved 
not to loſe any time in contracting a greater in- 
timacy with her. The knowledge of Noetiſa's 
inclination furniſhed him with a hint,. which he 
determined to improve, and by feigning love to 
her, enjoy the pleaſure of ſeein — and 
of Judging it if ſhe could bear the ſight of another 
being preferred to her; with this reſolution he 
took a turn, met them as if by: accident, and 
waited on them as if to dinner. Urgocine tutn'd 
her eyes from him, and that this reſerve might 

not appear rude, ſhe ſaid to Noti/a, I have ws 
head ach, and muſt retire tomy room. 

Puriſton, in order to try her, ſeemed to give 
little attention to her complaints, but inſtead of 
preſenting his hand to — he turned to. Noti 
and aſked her if the walk had had ſo ill an | 
on her. Notifa was charmed with this mark 
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AEtention, and anſwered him, without thinking 


of Urgocine, that ſhe was never better in her life, 
and that the walk had afforded her infinite plea- 
ſure. Purifton entertained her all the time the 
were returning to'the houſe, and did it with all 
his natural politeneſs and eaſe. Urgocine was 
greatly piqued' at the air with which he had 
heard her complain, and at the politeneſs with 
which he treated her friend ; ſhe found now for 
certain, that the emotions ſhe felt on his ac- 
count aroſe from love: her pride was checked 
by this diſcovery ; ſhe perceived a change in her 
temper, and her uneaſineſs brought on a real, 
inſtead of a feigned'diforder. © 45 

By this time they entered the houſe ; Urgo- 
cine went ſtrait to her chamber really ill, and 
with tears ſtanding in her eyes, begged of Neti/a 
to drive away their common enemy, MNeotſa 
lighed, and was a minute'in doubt what anſwer 
to make; ſhe, by the agitation of Urgocine's. 
mind, ſaw her love for the ſtranger. You heſi- 
tate my friend, replied Urgocine, preſſing her 
hand, would you deſtroy me, and riſque your 
own deſtruction? we love Puriſton; you have 
explained this fatal myſtery to me, many things 
have occured to convince me of it, and * 
me that you are not ſo tranquil as you ſeem to 


be; you depend without doubt on your pru- 


dence, but I, who know little of the world, am 
difident of mine: it does not appear difficult to 
preſerve ones ſelf virtuous, when the objects 
who endeavour to captivate us are indifferent 
but oh]! Noti/a, I am too ſenſible of the con- 
tary when they are not: I tremble at my pre- 
Ele 3 ſent 
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ſent ſituation, and to convince you that I ought 
know, that the driving away this ſtranger giyes 
me more pain than I am capabble of expreſling. 
Motiſa was greatly perplexed what to anſwer, : 
knowing ſhe ought to approve. and follow ſo 
amiable an example, but her predominant incli- 
nation would not ſuffer it. Y irtue reigns fo ri- 
gilly in your mind, ſaid ſhe, after a minute's 
ſilence, that you have no cauſe to fear; for my 
part, I cannot deny, that the ſtranger who has 
ſaved your honour and life, is as dear to me as 
you have remarked, but you do not ſee me mo- 
ved to exceſs, neither is it owing to my having 
too great a confidence in my prudence z. but 
from my believing that this. inclination can only 
tend to, my amuſement. Would it not be folly 
to deprive ourſelves of whatever gives us the 
leaſt pleaſure in life, eſpecially when it does not 
run directly counter to the virtue, which every 
woman of quality ought to make her capital 
object? the divinity, who reigns over the uni- 
verſe, has he created us to be continually miſe- 
rable? A wiſe diffidence of ourſelves is cer- 
tainly a mark of prudence, but to carry this 
diffidence too far, and to reject thoſe emotions 
which enliven the ſenſes, and give them that 
ſweet warmth which vivifies the heart, and 
draws it out of the melancholy languiſhing ſtate, 
of which virtuous. girls, are often the victim; 
this is a ridiculous piece of prudery, which is 
of no other uſe to us: let me ſet you an exam- 
ple, my dear Urgocine; you love the ſtranger, 
what prejudice can that do you? he is agreeable 
and polite, his converſation is entertaining 4 "_ 
| | ou 
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ſhould not we amuſe ourſelves whth an oppôr- 
tunity offers? I cannot come, into this notion 
of virtue on which you pique yourſelf:, are we 
always to deny ourſelves whatever gives us the- 
feaſt pleaſure? If Puriſtin goes away, ſhall 
not we follow him in imagination ? if we love 
him now, ſhall we not then love him? his idea 
will remain with us, and it will be true philoſo- 
phy to live chearfully ; and if we corifide to each 


other our thoughts on this ſubject, they muy 


ſerve to divert us: your father's exalted po 
obliges us to remain at Senacſo, where we are 
ſtrangers, and ought to have ſomething to amuſe 
us. Theſe are my thoughts, dear Urygocine, 
ſaid Noriſa, and if you will follow my advice, 
you will live much eaſiue. 
However ſpecious this council appeared,, Ur. 
gocine did not receive. it in the light Not! a wiſh= 
ed for: ſighing, ſhe anſwered, that ſhe as miſ- 
treſs of her own actions, and might dd as ſhe 
pleaſed, but for her part, ſhe was reſolved to uſe 
vigorous efforts to drive away an enemy, whom, 
ſhe had innocently permitted to take poſſeſſion 
of her heart. „ 
Notiſa endeavoured to ſoſten this reſolution, 
and prevail on her to quit her room, but in vain 
it was, however, determined that Notiſa ſhould 
go to dinner, and, to convince the ſtranger 
their gratitude, ſhe was to purchaſe part of his 
diamonds, and pay him largely for them, and 
to hint in a manner as genteel as poſſible, that 
as they were approaching to Senacſo, prudence 
dictated that they ſhould thank 
1 $-; & #8 1 a F 4 4 ours, 
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vours, and deſire he would proceed on his jour- 


ne 

Us was not without a long preamble that Neti- 
fa. could bring herſelf to ſay this to Puriſton; 
and although qo had reaſon to expect it, yet it 
ſtruck him fre. a clap of thunder; he knew the 
beautiful widow's weakneſs, and reſolved to 
pow by it; he threw bimſelf at her feet, and 
aid ſo many tender things, that the indulgent 
widow ed toſee him at Senacſo. Afterwards 

e looked at his jewels ; the merchant was pre- 
pared to ſuſtain the character he had aſſumed, 
* drew out ſeveral caſes of fine diamonds 

Notiſa, ſurprized at the quantity and beauty of 
them, concluded that he was the richeſt mer- 
chant in the world, and expreſſed her wonder, 
that he ſhould travel with ſo few attendants ; 
the ſtranger told her that was his ſecurity, for 
ſearge any, perſons would think him worth rob- 

bing, as, he kept no more than one ſlave : ſome 
diamgnds , ſhe picked out to her taſte, and the 
money 25 counted, but Puriſton's memory was 
ſo mort, that he went away without taking it 
from the table. Notiſa, for ber part, had been 
ſo affected at taking leave of him, that ſhe did 
not perceive it till he had been long gone from 
the inn. 

Much perplexed with what had happened, 
ſhe went and told Urgocine, who was not leſs 
aſtoniſhed at the cauſe, It is not uſual, ſaid 
ſhe, to forget a ſum of this conſequence, but I 
hope it is not done by the merchant with deſign 
to ſee us 7 ; 7 if that ſhould happen, re- 
plied Netila a little ruffled, he will not teize 
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you; it is ſufficient, my friend, that you were 
reſolved to drive this ſtranger from you, and 
have ſucceeded ; he is gone, therefore you may 
be tranquil, and not give yourſelf any further 
uneaſineſs about him. 

Urgocine was ſurprized at the manner of this 
reply, and Notiſa, highly piqued on being 
forced to ſend the ſtranger away, could not 
help reſenting it ; but a moment afterwards ſhe 
ran and embraced: Urgocine, declaring frankly 
that ſhe had ſuffered much on ſending him 
away, and hoped that would 'be an excuſe for 
being out of temper. Urgocine, though ſhe 
wanted conſolation herſelf, ſtrove all ſhe could 
to comfort and induce her to conquer her 
weakneſs. Notiſa owned the counſel was very 
good, but that, in her 'preſent diſpoſition of 
mind, ſhe was determined to think. on the 
ſtranger as often as ſhe found it gave her any 
pleaſure. Urgocine could not help ſmiling at 
this reply, and Notiſa went on thus: Indeed, 
id ſhes they make us play, in the courſe of 
our lives, very pretty characters, theſe meſſieurs 
the men are admirable people; it is the ſummit of 
their vanity to ſeduce us, and they have eſtabliſh- 
ed a prejudice, that we ought to fly and to reſiſt 
them continually: what a contradiction? If wo- 
men had been of the council when this law 
was enacted, they would not have permitted it 
to have paſs'd; but, like men, would have 
been left free, as nature deſign'd them, and 
have followed honeſtly the bent of their hearts. 
Is it not an inſupportable flavery to diſſemble 
and wear perpetually a falſe appearance ? She 
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who looks with diſdain at a lover on his knees; 
would be the firſt to reach out her hand to raiſe 
him from that humble poſture, and let him ſee 
the effect he had wrought on her, were ſhe not 
withheld by prejudice and a conſtrained edu- 
cation, What is the conſequence of this ? That 
we are hypocrites on all occaſions, and that 
ſincerity, like the moſt-frightful bugbear, is ba- 
niſhed from our minds, and we ſtudy every 
hour an unnatural deceit of all who are unhap- 

y enough to have any connection with us. 
Before our ſevere mothers we affect a diſlike to 
marriage and men, to be deprived of whom is 
in ſecret our greateſt unhappineſs. Amongſt our 
companions, we give no quarter to a girl who 
has been too complaiſant, though in our hearts. 
we commend her ſpirit, for having broke thro” 
the prejudice of education. For our parts, we 
had opportunely met with a lover, who would 
have amuſed us, and ſerved us to coquet with, 
when that evil genius prejudice came acroſs us; 
and it is ſhameful, vou ſay, to think of him. 


For my patt, I am not frighted by ſuch vain 


phantoms, and I aſſure you, my very ſcrupulous 
friend, that as I am deprived by you of the real- 
ity, I will conſole myſelf by giving full ſcope to 
my fancy, and ſhall conkde to you all I think, 
and all I hear from the ſtranger, when I ſhall 
ſee him again. By this means, we ſhall ſocial- 
ly communicate to one another the ſecrets of 
our hearts, and find a mutual pleaſure in this 
confidence. Urgocine thought it prudent to con- 
ceal her ſentiments; and only anſwered, that 
ſhe believed her too ſenſible to ſuffer ſuch _ 
: reall y 
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really to exiſt in her imagination. Notija ſaid, 
uld not torment herſelf, by driving away 


ſhe 
what gave her ſo much pleaſure, and added, 


there might come a time when ſhe would Ia 


aſide fome of her frivolous reſerves ; Urgocine 
changed the diſcourſe, and propoſed ſtaying at 
the inn for ſome time, that the ſtranger might 
be got far from them; but Votiſa prevailed on 
her to make haſte to Senacſo, that they might 
be ſecure from accidents. Thus determined, 
they ſet out, and ſoon finiſhed their journey. 
Urgocine was particularly pleaſed to find pre- 
pared for her a fine houke, and a large garden 
with ſhady walks, | . 
Mean time the king projected how to know 
the actions of the ladies; he returned quickly, 
but in a private manner to the inn, and, by 
dint of gold, procured the liberty of going into 
a room divided from that where the ladies 
were, only by a thin partition ; and, in this 
ſituation, he heard almoſt every word the ladies 
ſaid; and the more he heard, the more he 
wondered at Notiſa's * of thinking, but was 
charm'd with the ſolid ſenſe and virtue of Ur- 
gocine. When the prince heard the ladies de- 
termination, he ſet out for Senacſo, where he 
hired a houſe, as near as poffible to that pre- 
pared for the reception of his love, and had got 
poſſeſſion of it before ſhe arrive. 
Three days paſſed without his ſeeing his moſt, 
wiſhed-for Urgocene, he found ſhe avoided com- 
iy, and choſe retirement, From the know-' 
ge of Urgocine's ſentiments, he almoſt de- 
paired of foftening * he would not 


wound 
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wound the reputation of ſo reſpectable a perſon 
nor run the riſque of diſcovering himſelf by. too 
hazardous an enterprize. After many perplex- 
ing doubts, he reſolved to write a declaration 
of * ** to her, on whom all his felicity de - 
n e 9 : k * a 
"To diſſemble longer, and affect an indiffer- 
ence towards her he loved, was become irkſome- 
to him, as it was to pretend regard for one 
whoſe ſentiments he condemned. Thus deter- 
mined, he took up his tablets and wrote. | 


Purifton to Urgocine, 


WV Ht will you ſay, oh ! charming maid, of 

my temerity; I love you, and I dare de- 
clare it. Aſſure yourſelf that the diſtance of 
rank there is between us, is not what gives me 
moſt uneaſineſs; love makes all conditions 
equal, unites characters, and renders thoſe hap- 
py, who are worthy cf his favours. I hope, af- 
ter this declaration, which may appear too bold 
to a delicacy carried perhaps too far, that you 
will ſometimes think on 5 
PuRIsTON, 


The king ordered Junitor to carry this billet, 
and determined to find ſome means of ſeeing; her. 
Notiſa caſually was paſſing to the garden when 
the ſlave appeared; ſhe ſeized the letter, and to 
her ſurprize and grief found another preferred to 
her. In rage ſhe ſent Junitor away with the ſe- 
vereſt menaces, if he dared to execute ſuch a 
commiſſion again: away ſhe went to her Nr 
1 | * 4 5 er, 
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ber, and abandoned herſelf for ſome time to de- 
ſpair ; but at laſt determined to keep a ſecret, the 


wound her love and pride had received. 


At this time Urgocine gave herſelf up to re- 
flection; the idea of the ſtranger preſented it- 
ſelf inceſſantly to her imagination; how unfor- 


tunate am I, cried ſhe, after having uſed 


m 
utmoſt efforts to reſiſt this love, which pleads 
continually in my heart for Pur:/on, to know 


that he prefers another before me? in what 


mi- 


ſery am I involved? Tears generally termina- 
= theſe reflections; Notiſa was often a witnefs 
to them, and ſtrove to prevail on her to caſt off 
prejudices, which, ſhe ſaid, could anſwer no 
other purpoſe, but to render her the moſt miſe- 


rable of all created beings. 


Notiſa herſelf was not a little perplexed ; love 
filled her breaſt, but ſhe could not account for 
his letter to Urgocine, after having received from 
him ſo much reſpect and politeneſs ; ſhe blamed 
her ſenſes for miſleading her to believe herſelf 
beloved by a man, to whom ſhe was indifferent, 
but ſhe was too lively to ſearch for conſolation in / 
deſpond, and preſently determined to ſeek revenge 


on Puriſton, whom the deemed perfidious, 


and 


in her fury wiſhed to ſtab to the heart: ſtrange 
excels of paſſion in a female mind ! happy is the 
woman endowed with wiſdom ſufficient to con- 


quer herſelf. 


If love tormented Noti/a and Urgocine, Pu- 
riſton did not ſuffer leſs on believing that Urgo- 
cine had received his letter with contempt, as 
the ſlave through miſtake had reported: but 


though this report humbled him, it did 


not 


unbinge 
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unhinge his love, for fears and hopes alternate. 
ly filled his breaſt; and though he thought 
Urgocine cruel, yet he loved even the walls of 
the houſe where ſhe lived, and often ſurround- 
ed them whilſt ſhe ſlept. One night it chanced, 
as he ſtood on the back of Urgocine's houſe, 
which looked towards the country, the found 
of feet at a little diſtance ſtruck his ears; at- 
tentively he liſtened, and heard ſomebody ſay, 
in a low voice, „ Yes, we are near the door. 
Let us feel along the wall; I remarked it to 
day, and am ſure we are near it”. Another 
voice anſwered, Here it is; make the ſig- 
nal”. And then they were ſilent. 
The king was greatly ſurprized at ſuch an 
adventure, and fearing they were hatching 
ſome ill deſign, followed them by the ſound of 
their feet. The door opened, and they went 
in; the king entered likewiſe, and he, who 
opened the door ſaid to him, I have waited a 
long time, and if you had flaid any longer I 
coufd not have kept my word, for Urgocine has 
for ſome days paſſed roſe very early, and comes 
to walk in the garden: you know what a riſque 
I run if ſhe ſhould diſcover me. Puriſſon made 
no anſwer, but followed the ſlave, who walked 
very faſt, and overtook the two perſons, one 
of which was ſaying to the other, Did you ob- 
ſerve that man? I did not ſee him come with 
the ſlave. The other anfwered, He muſt 
have come with him, and we not perceive it. 
Puriſton walked on behind the ſlave, who croſ- 
ſed the garden very quick : he could not con- 
ceive the ſecret of this adventure, but at firſt - 


ſuſpected 
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ſuſpected Urgocine to be at the bottom of it; 
and theſe jealous ſentiments made him for an 
inſtant return to his former deteſtation of wo- 
men, but what the ſlave had ſaid occurred to 
his mind, and made him conclude, that the 
object of his adoration had not any hand in 
this adventure, but it gave him much offence 
to think they ſhould carry on an intrigue in het 
houſe : once he thought they were robbers, 
and was going to attack them, but recollectin 
himſelf, he determined to watch and det 
their ſecret deeds, ry | | 
When they came to the houſe, the flave 
whiſpered Purifon and the other perſon who 
was next to him, to wait in the hall whilſt he 
went up to examine if his miſtreſs ſlept, Pa- 
riſton, inſtead of waiting, followed the ſlave, 
and while they were aſcending the ſtair-caſe, 
gently drew his ſabre ; the ſlave opened a door, 
and went on : after having liſtened ata ſecond, 
he made a ngnal, and thoſe that were below 
came up. e king had concealed himfelf 
behind the firſt door. Are you ready, faid the 
fave, is your carriage at the corner of the 
ſtreet? Yes, yes, anſwered they, every thing 
is ready; you may open the door. Your thir 
companion, continued the ſlave, where is he ? 
We are but two, replied one of them, I was 
miſtaken' then, faid the flave, I thought there 
had been three of you. Whilſt the flave was 
laying this, and they were ſtriving to open the 
door, Puriſton ſhut the door of the anti- cham- 
ber, and then fell on them with his ſabre, = 
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ſoon felled: two of them to the floor; the third 
came up with his ſabre drawn, and made def. 
perate by deſpair, attacked him with great vi- 
ur; the king, become furious by this reſiſt. 
ance, . redoubled his ſtrokes, and in a little 
time he ſent his adverſary to keep his adhe- 
rents company : but this vitory coſt him dear, 
he received two wounds, one of which was 
deep in his breaſt, and not being able any longer 
to ſupport himſelf, he ſunk on the floor, crying 
out, Urgocine, don't fear; you are delivered 
from your enemies— I die contented, ſince I 
have ſaved you, and given you a freſh proof 
that you are the only. perſon in the world that 
1— No more could he ſay, blood ſtop' d 


his voice, and he fell amongſt the dead. 
Urgocine, whom the firſt noiſe awaked, had 
called out of the window to her ſervants, and 
believed they were come to her afliſtance ; thus 
emboldened, ſhe came to the door, and heard 
Puriſton's laſt words. Oh! ye Gods, cried 
ſhe, what horror is this? To what new dan- 
gers am I expoſed ? The ſervants at that mo- 
ment burſt open the anti- chamber, and came 
with lighted flambeaux. Urgocine knew their 
voices, and being aſſured that danger was paſ- 
ſed, opened her door, but ſtruck with horror 
to ſee the floor covered with dead bodies, and 
waſhed with blood, ſhe retired again to her 
enen ee 41 
Notiſa, whom one. of the ſlaves. had awaked, 
ran to the place with the utmoſt precipitation; 
ſhe threw her eyes on one of thoſe who lay 
weltering in their blood, and was fo frightened 
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at diſcovering Puriſton, that ſhe fell by him in 
a ſwoon ;. they carried her to Urgocine, who 
was not much better, and did all they could 
to bring her to herſelf. In the mean time the 
ſteward of the houſe came to his miſtreſs's aſ- 
ſiſtance, and examining the dead, knew the 
ſlave that had the care of the gardens ; he was 
not yet dead, and when he ſaw the ſteward 
begged for mercy. Wretch, ſaid the ſteward, 
canſt thou power it after ſuch horrid actions? 
But ſpeak, who are thy accomplices? The 
ſlave continued to beg his life, and promiſed 
to ſpeak the truth. The ſteward gave him 
hopes of pardon, and then learned, that the two 
ſtrangers who were dead had bribed the ſlave very 
high to aſſiſt them to carry off his miſtreſs ; 
and that there. was a car and two other men 
at the corner of the ſtreet ready to aſſiſt their 
accomplices. The ſteward without lights went 
out, followed by ſeveral ſervants, and feized 
the villains, not ſuſpecting a detection of their 
crime. This done, he returned to the bloody 
ſcene, and learnt from the wounded ſlave, that 
he believed an unknown perſon had ſuſpicion of 
their deſigns, and had with ſabre drawn at- 
tacked them in the execution of their project, 
The ſteward had all the wounded brought to 
this ſlave, that he might declare which of them 
it was who had ſeduced him. When they 
ſhewed him Puriſton, this muſt be the man, 
faid he, who attacked us, for I never ſaw him 
before. At this inſtant one of Urgocine's ſlaves 
cried out, Help, help him, *tis he that ſaved 
us in the wood, Inſtantly the houſe-ſurgeon 
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bared the prince's arm, and pierced a vein, to 


turn the current of his blood, and prevent the 
whole maſs from iſſuing at his breaſt, Mean- 


time the ſteward had told all to Urgocine, who 
_— deſired, that for her ſake they would 
ſave the man to whom ſhe owed more than 
life. A torrent. of tears fell from her eyes ; 
happy would Tanidan have been if he could 
have ſeen this mark of her tenderneſs. 

' Notiſa then recovered from her ſwoon, and 
aſked earneſtly if the brave ſtranger gave any 
ſigns of life; their ſilence made her tears flow 
afreſh ; the no longer remembered the com- 
plaints ſhe had againſt him, nor the fatal letter, 
but gave full ſcope to her grief and deſpair. 
During this ſcene; the ſurgeon had let the 
prince blood, dreſſed his wounds, and put him 
to bed, and began to have ſome hopes of bring- 
ing him to life. Urgocine, whom Pariſten's laſt 
ſervice had entirely won, trembled when ſhe 
aſked if there remained any life in her defen - 
der, and cried out, on their heſitating to an- 
ſwer her, Ye Gods, how unhappy am II he 
is dead, and I have loft all my hopes. The 
ſteward then aſſured her that the brave ſtranger 
had life, which ſhould be preſerved with all 


poſſible care; and begged ſhe would be compo- 


ſed, and truſt the reſt to his management. 

' Netiſa, whoſe paſſions had deprived her of 
ſpirits, made a ſign to be led to her chamber, 
where we ſhall leave her in the moſt dreadful 
ſituation, in order to diſcover an event, which 
leads to ſeveral of greater- importance. 
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1. e recital of Uygocinꝰs adventures, ſhe 
mentions Orinon, a pretended lover to her cou- 
fin Doripela, and afterwards a declared one of 
hers 3 notwithſtanding the reſerved and prudent, 
air of this man, he Was a villaiti, who, und 
the veil of bypoeriſy, was expable of the molt 
execrable projects, that tended to the atify- 
ing his paſſions { he bad deceived Urgocine, 
and was thoroughly verſed in the art of diffimu- 
lation, and notwithſtanding the ſentente of 
baniſhment declared as a puniſhment for con- 
cealing himfelf at Lodbarli, he concealed him- 
ſelf in the capital, till 2 marr reſolved to 
attempt the poſſeſſion of Ur gocine. . 
fear of detection and dying on a ſcaffold, he 
ſecluded himſelf from the ſociety of man, which 
prevented his hearing the time of Urgocine's de- 
parture: the knowledge of it filled him wu 
tage, as he had propoſed, like Siniſlin, to 
Execute a project of forcing her from theguards, 
whilft ſhe was on the road; but finding himſelf 
deprived of this hope, he reſolved t go to 
Senacſo, and ſeize poſſeſſion of Urgocine, re- 
gardleſs of the conſequence. This ſcheme 
could not be executed without much money, 
which his extraordinary expences had prevent- 
ed him from being maſter of: To remove this 
obſtacle, he went to the houſe of his ſiſter 
Nocrorit, who had married a rich merchant, on 
her leaving Lodbarli; as her huſband was ab- 
fent, Orinon ſaid be was come to ſpend a da 
with his ſiſter before he left his native lan, 
for that he was determined to turn merchant, 
in iy order to improve his fortune. She received 
him 
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him in a kind manner, and in return he :obbed 
her houſe during the night of money and jew- 
els to a large amount, and with the ſight of 
this treaſure and, promiſes of reward he enticed 
| ſome villains to engage in the attempt upon 
Urgocine. On their artival at Senacſa, he ap- 
plied part of his ill got wealth to ſeduce the 
garden ſlave, as before mentioned, with intent 
to carry off Urgocine, and to fail for Greece. 
This the ſteward learnt from one of Orinon's 
accomplices, that they had ſeized in the ſtreet; 
and on relating it to Vr gecine, the thanked the 
ods, and begged they would reſtore. to life: 
the man to whom ſhe was ſo much obliged; 
ſhe had not forgot the tender words he had: 
ſpoke whilſt he Jay bleeding, though he had: 155 
gained a conqueſt: oft ſhe recalled to mind the an 
words, Urgocine, don't. fear,. you are delivered. th 
from your enemies. I die contented, ſince. I have an 
given you. a certain proof that you are the only, da 
75775 in the world ub m -———— The word 
ve ſeemed to be made expreſly to fill the blank. 
The amiable daughter of the miniſter ſubſti- 
tuted it twenty times, but prejudice more pow - 
erful than truth prevented her from daring, to 
pive way to this flattering idea: ſhe always 
believed that Puriſton loved her friend What 

then had ſhe to hope for? _ 527 
But the danger in which the brave Puriſton 
was, predominated. over every other conſide- 
ration; ſhe charged her favourite. woman To- 
in to bring an account every hour of Puriſ- 
tors health: at the ſame tithe ſhe bluſhed on 
thinking bow much ſhe was prepoſſeſſed * bis 
. ; vour. 
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favour. Ah ! ſaid ſhe, ſee what my reſerye 
and my prudence, ' on which I valued myſelf, 
are come to Lately Bore wigs Netiſa's 
weakneſs, but now am become equally weak. 
What will ſhe ſay when ſhe hears the-tranſ- 
ports I have diſcovered ? What will my ſer- 
vants ſay, and what can I ſay myſelf? What 
anſwer can I make to my father, when he hears 
| this account of my conduct? Will my inno- 
cence ſycak in my favour, and appear in co- 
| lours ſufficiently ſtrong to excuſe my having 
taken a ſtranger into my houſe, fulpetted, r- 
| haps falſly, of being in love with me ? No 
no, I ſhall be condemned without doubt; I 
merit it, and ſhall find myſelf deſpiſed by the 
whole world. 67 * | NID 4 
' "Netifa's grief went yet further, the appear- 
ance of Puriſton dying had ſuch an effect on her, 
that the preſcriptions of doctors were uſeleſs ; 
and this agreeable widow, at the end of ten 
days, found her laſt moments approaching, 
Urgocine, who was informed of it, ran to her 
with tears ſtreaming from her eyes, and told 
her that Puriſton was out of danger, and that, 
in a little time he would recover. Ris no lon- - 
— Urgotine, replied ſhe in a weak and 
ying voice, for me to be comforted, ' my heart 
is broke, it is impoſſible for me to live; but b 
the love you bear me, I beg you'll pardon the 
bad example which I have ſet you, I die my 
dear Urgocine, becauſe I have not, like you, had 
ſufficient reſolution to refiſt a too impetuous 
pation 3 what has happened to me ought — 
e ++ make 


- 
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make the ſtrongeſt im preflion, and ſhew you, 
that love is the moſt dangerous enemy. in life, 
© -Urgecine, whoſe heart, was touched at the de. 
plorable ſtate in WA e ſaw her friend, ;touk 
one of her hands and bathed it with her tears, 
Ah 1 how you pierce my heart, continued Moti- 
Ja, and how much your tenderneſs makes me 
Tegret a life, which, I had conſecrated to the 
pleaſure of living with you; but I muſt think of 
it no more, it is paſled, I muſt die; already 
pale death is at the foot of my bed, and points 
to me. the way that leads to my tomb; let me 
not waſte precious time in vain regrets, but let 
me make ſome. returns for the many proofs of 
friendſhip I have received from you, by giving 
you ſome falutary advice. You tell me that 
Purifton lives, and that he may recover from 
e dangerous ſtate in which I ſaw him; and is 


s -% 


return, I tell you that you are the object of all 
his cares; of this I am certain from inconteſta» 
ble proofs, and that my vanity led me to believe 
he felt a love for me, at the time his heart was 
wholly yours. I perceive by your air, your ſur- 
pPtize, you have ſome pain doubtleſs, to recon- 
eile this with what I bave uſually ſaid. to you; 
but know I ſpeak my real ſentiments, and ſhall 
no more uſe diſſimulation. No, Urgacine, 1 
will not conceal any thing-from you ; pardon a 
love at which I bluſh for the laſt time: I have 
deceived you, I have ſecreted a letter from Pu- 
en, which will give you a .convinting proof 
of bis affection; read it, and then hear my laſt 
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NMotiſa then drew from her boſom with a 
trembling hand the billet ; Creſegol's daughter 
received and dropped it ; ſcarce could: ſhe find 
ſtrength and reſolution enough to read, though 
Notiſa much urged her to it: but what emation 
did it cauſe her, ſhe was beloved ſhe was aſſu- 
red, and found that he knew her moſt ſecret ſen- 
timents, notwithſtanding 7 her reſerves. 

VMotiſa, though with dying eyes, perceived 
what 12 in. * mind of 7 = — and inter- 
rupted her reflections. Without penetrating 


what paſſes in your mind, ſaid ſhe, being ſcarce 


able to articulate her words, I conjecture that 
ou are not diſpleaſed at a declaration, which 
[ympathizes with the ſentiments of your heart; 
bluſh not my dear friend, or ſtrive to combat a 
love which is neither ſhameful or indecent. 
Without knowing Purifon perfectly I. judge 
from his generous actions, and from the letter 
which he has wrote to you, that he is not the 
perſon he pretends to be, and that he would not 
have preſumed to ſeek your love, if he might 
not do it without making you bluſh at the 55 
tance there ſeems to be between you. My ad- 
vice is, that you do not torture a man ſo worthy 
of your love: give him the hearing, and if you 
find his rank not diſagreeable to you, let him 
know ſincerely his triumph; a conqueror of this 
ſort will not abuſe it; and according to my cone 


happy, he alone, is capable of making you 


* 
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ect 
Wes Natiſa; would have proceeded, but 
her voice ſuddenly failed her. Urgocine called 
for aſſiſtance, but none could poſtpone. the fatal 
| | moment; 
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moment; the tyrannous fates ſeized Noti/a, and 
ſoon afterwards cut the thread of her life, 
. 'Tofimin came running to her miſtreſs, and 
fearing this moving ſpectacle would affect her 
health, led her back to her own apartment, 
Purifton lay two days, and might be ſaid im- 
perfectly to live; nature making conſtant efforts 
to reſume her functions, but flowly did ſhe gain 
round ; at length he appeared ſenſible, and the 
rt uſe he made of his tongue, was to enquire 
if Urgocine was ſafe. Tofimin was then in his 
chamber, ſhe heard him aſk for Urgocine, and 
ſaid every thing to him that could conduce to 
his tranquility and fatisfaQtion ; but the ſurgeon, 
who was afraid that the agitation cauſed by a 
converſation too intereſting might cauſe a re- 
lapſe, deſired her to forbear. Puriſton ſighed, 
and holding out his hand prefſed her weakly, 
deſiring her to tell her miſtreſs, that if the gods 
fpared his life, he would employ it in her 
ervice. | 
Tofimin flew to tell her miſtreſs that Puriſſon 
was out of danger; and who would think it, 
madam ? The word he ſpoke was to en- 
quire after you. Urgocine ſhed tears of joy, and 
with imperfect words aſked, what the dear 
wounded man had ſaid. She made her repeat it 
ſeveral times: at laſt ſhe ſighed, and preſſing 
her hand, Tofimin, ſaid ſhe, thou knoweſt that 
I tell thee even my moſt ſecret thoughts; ſpeak 
to me freely and without diſſimulation; doſt 
thou not diſapprove an inclination that I cannot 
— I know thou art ſenſible, and not 
biaſſed as I may be by prejudice, Tell me if 


thou 
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thou doſt not think this paſſion is imprudent, 
and contrary to the virtue, on which a perſon 
of my rank ought to value herſelf? Don't fear 

to diſoblige, but anſwer me ingenuouſly ; all- 
powerful as the love is with which I feel my 
heart inflamed, there is not any extremity that 
l would not be reduced to, rather than endan- 

ger my virtue. 24 

Tefimin, ſar from diſapproving this inclina- 
tion, aſſured her miſtreſs that there was not any 
thing in it that could incur cenſure, and that 
ſhe ought not to torment herſelf without cauſe. 
I ſhould be the firſt, ſaid ſhe, to perſuade you 
not to give ear to it, if you had diſcovered any 
bad or even ſuſpected views in Puriſton's con- 
duct; I cannot find that you have any thing to 
reproach him with; his reſpect and his ſervices 
have been the only means by which he has en- 
deavoured to pleaſe you : he has twice expoſed 
bimſelf to preſerve you ſrom the moſt imminent 
dangers. For ſome days paſt, he has been on 
the brink of the grave, What can you further 
exact of him? Do you conſider, madam, that 
the leaſt intimation of your being offended, 
would be ſufficient to terminate a life which 
ſeems only to exiſt by your good will. 

Urgacine could not hep muſing on theſe 
words. Ah! cried ſhe, Teſimin, take care that 
he may not know the — my virtue forces 
me to make againſt my love: he has a good 
elaim to my gratitude, and however improper 
my ſentiments are, they ſhall ſubſiſt rather than 
occaſion any misfortune to him; every thing 
joins to determine me in favour of a man who 
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is fo dear to me. I will no longer diſſemble, 
but let him ſee ſome of the regard he merits ; it 
would be cruel and unjuſt to give him pain, 
by concealing how gratefully I feel the ſervices 
he has done me. My acknowledgments may 
give him pleaſure, and reſtore a life which J 
have an intereſt in; for if death ſhould deprive 
me of him, you would ſee your miſtreſs unhap- 
pily a prey to the moſt frightful deſpair. 

Great part of the day paſs'd in ſuch conver- 
ſation, Sometimes Urgocine would declare her- 
ſelf entirely, and not give her lover any cauſe 
to doubt her ſentiments in his favour ; a mo- 
ment after, ſhe bluſh'd at her weakneſs, and 
charged Tofimin not to give him the leaſt inti- 
mation of them, and was reſolved rather to 
riſque her lover's life, and follow him to the 
grave, than to go beyond the ſtrict limits pre- 
ſcribed by her virtue; In vain did Teſimin uſe her 
utmoſt efforts to ſoften her ; ſhe was no longer 
the tender and compaſſionate Urgocine, ready to 
declare in her lover's favdur; it was virtue her- 
ſelf, who aſſumed her form, and made the itre- 
vocable deciſion, and Puriſton had not any 
thing to hope. The Night ſurprized her in 
theſe ſentiments; ſhe believed ſhe had at laſt 
triumphed, and ſhe began to applaud herſelf, 
and to imagine that her virtue, which ſhe had 
always ſo firialy adhered to, would conſtantly 


ſuſtain her againſt the aſſaults of a vain paſſion ; 
but this triumph was ſhort, ſhe diſguiſed her 


ſentiments to herſelf; ſhe foreſaw not the freſh 
attacks which would be made, and that her 


con- 
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confidence was founded on the thought of her 
lover's being out of danger. The more ſecure 
ſhe believed herſelf from falling into her former 
weakneſs, the greater hazard ſhe ran of doing 
it: this apparent tranquility, like a too calm 
ſea, foretold an preaching ſtorm. 

Tofimin, who was greatly amazed at ſo ſud 
den a ch ange, could ſcarce believe it real; 
but ſhe could no longer doubt it, when ſhe re- 
ceived orders to go for the ſteward, to whom 
Urgocine was reſolved to give new orders with 
regard to Puriſton. Urgocine determined ſhe 
would that night leave the houſe ; the ſteward 
was to remain with Puriſton, till he was well, 
and then give him a large ſum of money, with 
a letter, which forbad him, with all the autho- 
rity of a virtuous maid, ever to fee her again: 
This was what Urgocine had reſolved on, and 
ſhe was determined that not any thing ſhould 
alter her reſolutions. FI | 

Tofimin, extremely ſorry to hear ſuch a reſo- 
lution, was bid to ſee it executed: when the 
ſugeon appeared, and begged eagerly of Urgo- 
ane that ſhe would condeſcend to ſee Purifton, 
who was then wildly raving, and ealling on her 
to ſave him; perhaps, madam, ſaid he, a little 
indulgence from you may abate his phrenzy, 
and .reſt6re his peace of mind, or he muſt die, 
for his longings to ſee you are ſo ardent, that 
it is not in the power of phyſic to bring him to 
reaſon. A moment, madam, if loſt, may de- 
termine his fate, and carry him paſt the recal of 


luman power. * 
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Theſe words ſnewed urgent danger, and pave 

Urgocine no time for reflection ; in great agita. 

tion of mind ſhe took hold of Tofimin's arms, 


and quickly entered the chamber, where was i 


moſt affecting ſcene, 

A phrenzy had ſeized Puriſton, in which he 
tore the bandages from his head, his teeth 
gnaſhed, ſome tears dropped down his cheeks, 
which were become quite ſcarlet, and he con- 
tinued to make the moſt moving complaints, 
but in a low voice, for his dear Urgocine, The 
heart of Urgocine was penetrated with thi; 
mournful ſpectacle; ſhe ſaw the man ſhe loved 
dying, for having loved her too well, and that 
he gave not attention to any thing but her ſor. 
row. She approached his bedſide, and took 
trembling one of his hands; Puriſton, ſaid ſhe, 
Puriſton, if you love me, take care of a lite, 
which you cannot loſe without cauſing my 


death: live for Urgocine, who deſires it of you, 


and if that is not a ſufficient motive, live to be 


loved by her. 


Soon as Puriſton heard theſe words pro- 


nounced, he turned his dying eyes round the 


chamber, and at laſt fixed them on her. Oh 
ye gods, cried he, what is it Urgocine, or a phan- 
tom, who to conſole me has borrow'd fo dear 1 
form? Oh king of the Gauli, ſhalt thou be ſo 
happy as to have merited—— He ſtopt here, 
You fee, ſaid the ſurgeon, how dear your pre- 
ſence is to this brave youth; for notwithſtand- 
iug his ravings, which are owing to his being 
light-headed, and which have made him theſe 
two 


#'y 
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two hours fancy himſelf the king of the Garls,' 
he knows you and appears more calm, Urga- 
cine cried, and ſpoke tenderly to him, and ar- 


| tering herſelf that her preſence wrought the 


effects they mentioned, ſhe continued by his 
bedſide. By degrees he left off raving, his 

tranſport ſubſided, and in leſs than a quarter of 
an hour, he returned to a ſenſe of pain from 
the wound, which he had tore open, and he 


| put his hand to his head, to let them know 
how much he ſuffered from it. The ſurgeon 


aſſured Urgocine that this was the beſt ſign he 
could with, and gave him hopes that ſhe had, 
more than all the power of medicine, contri- 
buted to reſtore his peace of mind, | 

"The ice was broke; Urgocine had opened her 
heart, and was too generous to retract her af- 
fectionate declaration, which gave peace to his 
mind, and was a healing balſam to his wound; 
but notwithſtanding this pleaſing proſpect, and 
all the aſſiſtance that human aid could afford, 
the king was two months before he could leave 
his chamber, during which time ſhe daily at- 
tended him, and by her tenderneſs contributed 
much to the re-eſtabliſhing his health. - 

One day, while the ſurgeon' was abſent, the 
king having then juſt ſtrength to ſpeak, after a 
deep ſigh, he threw his eyes tenderly on Urgo- 
cine, who was amuſing herſelf with a piece of 
embroidery, and attended only by Tofimin : 
Permit me, ſaid he, with a faultering accent, 
and joining his hands with the moſt moving ac- 
tion, to thank you a thouſand times for your 
G 3 not 
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not to be equalled kindneſs, I am indebted for my 
liſe to you, dear, Urgocine; in what manner 
ſhall I employ it, to render me worthy of the 
favours I have received? To what cauſe am | 
to attribute this goodneſs? Is it to the moſt 
generous pity, or to a tender eſteem that I owe 
it? Speak oh! beautiful maid, and let me 
know my deſtiny ; uncertainty is the greateſt 
puniſhment for my exc.flive love. One mark 
of affection from you is capable of making me 
the happieſt of mankind, but a refuſal will 
make me wretched beyond the power of words 
to expreſs, or any heart but mine to feel, 
Urgocine bluſhed to hear this declaration; this 
was a moment ſhe had always dreaded, but the 
preſence of a beloved object, the dread cf 
loſing him, the ſweetneſs of thinking ſhe was 
ſo tenderly beloved, all theſe produced an effect 
that the had in vain ſtrove againſt, She looked 
on him with approbation ; but ſtill a modeſt re- 
ſerve ſtopped her ſpeech. Puriſton then preſſed 
her hand, and begged tenderly that ſhe would 
explain berſelf. Ir 
Can you believe me, dear Urgocine, ſaid he, 
capable of abuſing a favourable declatation ; if 
Jam ſo fortunate that yon will-deigh to make 
one. No, no, it will tranſport me beyond 
aught elſe on earth ! but it ſhall not blind me 
ſo far, as to make me forget the reſpe I owe 
you, I love you with ſuch purity, ſo widely 
- diſtant from every other regard, that were you 
the queen of the Gault, you ſhould not have 
any reaſon to blame my paſſion. I do not * 
for 
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for any thing that the moſt ſevere virtue may 


not innocently grant, I know you too well to 


dare to do it. 1 
Urgacine, ſatished with theſe reiterated aſſu- 
rances of his delicacy, found herſelf much eaſter, 
and by a glance of her eye, endeavoured to find, 
a confirmation of them in thoſe of her lover. 
Your virtue, and the reſt of your great qualities 
have ſeduced me, replied ſhe, I am too fincere 


to conceal it from you; whether it is from gra- 


titude, Pity, or your merit, that I am determi- 
ned in your favour, is, I believe, uſcleſs to exa- 
mine; it is ſufficient for you to know, ſince 
you deſire it with ſo much ardour, that you are 
not indifferent to me; and if it was permitted 
me to explain myſelf farther, you would not 
have any cauſe to complain, 

Turion, in rapture at this declaration, would 
have launched out in the moſt paſſionate: proteſ- 
tations, and freſh aſſurances of his love; no 
more, Puriſton, replied Urgocine with the 
ſweeteſt ſmile, ſo lively a converſation may be” 
prejudicial to a health, which I acknowledge is 


dear to me, and will prevent me from ſeein 


you often, If you love me with the delicacy 
you would perſuade me, I deſire this proof of 


it; that you will forbear to ſpeak to me of a 


paſſion, which I own does not diſpleaſe me, 
but which it is not proper at preſent for you to 
utter, nor me to liſten too: ] expect this com- 


plaiſance from you, it is eſſential to our.repoſe, 


and I deſire you will adhere to it. 4 
This requeſt was fo prudent, and delivered 


in ſo tender a manner, that Pur:/?on could nei- 


4: ther 
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ther be afflicted at it nor complain; he had too 
much paſſion and ſenſe to contradict Urgocine's 
intentions; he knew that the infallible means 
of pleaſing was to give way at firſt, and that 
reſpect often leads to the deſired end: he con- 
verſed familiarly for a month with Urgocine, 
without ſuffering any thing to eſcape him which 
bore any analogy with his love: ſhe was ſur- 
prized at ſo prudent a reſtraint, and ſometimes 
would tenderly expreſs herſelf on purpoſe to 
draw him off his guard; but the prince pene- 
trated her deſign, and though his eyes ſparkled 
with love, yet he check'd the ſallies of his 
tongue. Thus he obeyed her orders, but made 
love in dumb ſhew, which ute language was 
far from being diſagreeable to her; and thus he 
ſhewed his ſubmiſſien and love, which the moſt 
auftere virtue could not be offended at. 

Urgecine was Charmed with this behaviour, 
and found ſo much tenderneſs, and ſomething ſo 
pleaſing in this conduct, that it ſoftened her 
more and more in his favour ; but of what con- 
ſequence are my ſentiments, ſaid ſhe to Tofimin, 
Puriſton is the moſt amiable man in the world; 
he is dear to me, and I cannot be happy with- 
out him: but ſooner or later we may be ſepa- 
rated, Let my ſentiments be what they will, 
my father may not approve of them, or give me 
to a man of merit which he is not acquainted 
with, or may not value as I do, Oh! ſhock- 
ing the thought; perhaps at this very hour, po- 
licy and ambition may have induced him to plan 
a marriage, which will be ſo much the more 

| | dreadful 
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dreadful to me, as my ſecret ſentiments will 
force me to regard it with horror. Ah! Tofe- 
min, continued ſhe, ſhedding tears, what trou- 
bles and ſorrow I already feel in idea! Puriſton 
reigns in my heart, but ſmall are my hopes, 
= a foreboding fear now ſeizes me. I will tell 
him my anxiety as ſoon as his health ſhall ap- 
pear ſecure. Ah! Tofimin, how wretched the 
idea-makes me, how ſhall I ever be able to ſup- 
port it? Puriffon, who had expected her im- 
patiently, to come as uſual to his chamber, was 
extremely ſurprized to be a whole day: without 
receiving this favour ; lovers are ſoon. made un- 
eaſy, She had exacted by the ſurgeon's advice, 
a promiſe from him not to leave his room; if 
this had not with-held him, he would have 
gone himſelf in ſearch of her, but to remove 
this inconvenience, he wrote to Urgocine, or- 
dering Junitor to convey the letter, and ſtrictly 
to watch what effect it produced. She was ſur- 
prized on fight of the ſlave, but took the billet, | 
and found it as follows. {hon 


Puriſton to Urgacine, | 


N entire day has paſſed, dear Urgocine, and 
you have not deigned to ſee me; have you 


forgot your ſlave, or have ſome important rea- 
ſons prevented you? It is not permitted to Pu- 
riſton to come himſelf, and witneſs at your feet. 
the impatience he has to ſee the object of his — 
but it is forbid to ſpeak, and he will ever impli- 
citly obey tbe leaſt commands of the moſt love- 
Jy of women. 


' 5 Urgocing 
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Urgocine ſighed, and ſaid to Funitor, tell your 
maſter, that affairs of the greateſt conſequence” 
have prevented my ſeeing him to day; but it is 

my deſire that he make himſelf ea. 

_ Notwithſtanding what Urgacine ſuffered, ſhe 
attempted this difficult taſk, in order by degrees, 
to inure him to bear her abſence, Tofimin fore- 
ſeeing what torture this reſolution would bring 
= on the lovely pair, attempted to perſuade her 
| miſtreſs to defer her deſign. Puriflon'is not yet 
| entirely well, ſaid her confident ; you will, by 
this rigour, throw him into the ſame ſtate that 
your- preſence recovered him from. What 
would you have me do, replied Urgocine; 
wouldſt thou have me expoſe myſelf to ruin, 
and make Puriſton, perhaps, ſuffer for my 
complaiſance; probable it is that ſome of my 
domeſticks have already divulged the ſecret, of 
the length of time I have kept this ſtranger with 
me: can you think, if ſo, my reputation can 
be preſerved? Thou art not ignorant, that as 
the firſt miniſter's daughter, I am placed in a 
conſpicuous view: | ſuppoſe my father ſhould 
come ſuddenly, and ſurprize me with a man 
who is an entire ſtranger; what would be the 
conſequence !' believe me, Toffmin, I am not 
leſs tender than my lover, I do not fall ſhort of 
him, either in my gratitude or in point of ſenti- 
ment; but the more I reflect, the more reaſon 
I find to fear from my preſent ſituation... 
 Tofimin repreſented that it was proper to re- 
move all cauſe of prejudice, by informing her 
father of the danger Puriſtan was in, by pre- 
a ſetving 
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ſerving her from misfortunes worſe than death. 
No, replied Urgocine, my father is juſt, I know 
him to be ſo; he can never be angry with me 
for having taken care of a man, who has been 
reduced to this extremity, only from having 
preſerved me; but when he learns my particu- 
lar and perſonal attendance on a ſtranger, he 
will cenſure me as guilty of an indelible indif- 
cretion ; he will imagine ſomething more than 
gratitude has retained me in the ſame houſe: he 
has much penetration, and will ſearch to the 
ſource of my regard, and not only doubt'my ſenti- 
ments, but alſo diſcover Puriſton's love for me. 
The confidante was going to anſwer this new 
obſervation, when a ſlave came to inform them 
of the arrival of the governor of the city; 
what can he want with me, ſaid Urgocine? does 
he come to complain of my not anſwering his 
invitations to his houſe, or does he bring me 
ſome news? Tofimin defired her to compoſe 
herſelf before ſhe ſaw the governor : Urgocine 
bid her go to Puriſton, and let him know of the 
viſit; ſhe fancied that this plauſible reaſon 
would calm his inquietudes, and that, as it of- 
fered ſo naturally, ſhe ought to make uſe of it, 
to bring the ſeparation that ſhe meditated to 
bear : not all that Tofimin could ſay, to palliate 
her miſtreſſes's abſence to Puriſton had any ef- 
ſet; the report that his ſlave had made him, 
who perceived that Urgocine ſhed tears when ſhe 
received his letter, threw him into the moſt 
eruel uneaſineſs. You deceive me, Tofimin, 
faid' he,  Urgocine does not come, becauſe” ſhe 
<td G 6 deſigrrs 
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deſigns, doubtleſs, not to ſee me any more; 
why don't you tell me ſincerely a truth that I 
muſt know ſooner or later ; I know you have a 
deal of probity and frankneſs, why do you 
afflict * y a man who has a great regard 
for you? you are ſilent, Tofimin ; tell me truly, 
I conjure you by all that is ſacred; I read in 
your eyes that you will ſatisfy me, truth will 
overcome artifice, and your good nature will 
get the better of the reſerve, that you have been 
hitherto obliged to keep. 

The king's perſuaſion at laſt overcame Tof- 
min's fidelity. I am not ignorant, ſaid he, of 
your moſt ſecret thoughts; you wiſh for a hap- 
pineſs at preſent not in your power, and perhaps 
Juckily I may aſſiſt you to overcome certain dif- 
ficulties, after which you may enjoy an inde- 
pendant ſtate; and that you may put ſome con- 
fidence in my promiſes, take this diamond, as 
a proof of their validity; depend upon my diſ- 
cretion and probity, when you know me per- 
fectly, you will not be ſorry for ** uſed me 
with a ſincerity, that will add freſh luſtre to the 
reſt of your good qualities. 

' Tofimin could not withſtand the artful manner 
in which the king treated her; ſhe had, for all 
her prudence, been incapable of reſiſting the ad- 
dreſſes of a young man, who had been ena- 
moured of her for ſome time ; their hearts were 
united, but money was the one thing needful to 
ſeal the marriage, for the youth depended on an 
avaritious father, who would not hear of his 
union with one of inferior fortune, The war 
72 mon 
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mond that Puriſton 8 her, was more than 
ſufficient to purchaſe her happineſs : this re- 
flection almoſt determined her, but what finiſh- 
ed her yielding, was, the hopes that as Puriſton 
ſeemed to know her moſt ſecret affairs, he had 
a deſign to ſerve her. 

Puriſton's generoſity to all the ſervants in the 
houſe had won their hearts. Gold has a great 
influence on theſe people ; even Tofimin could 
not reſiſt it: ſhe informed Puriſton of her mif- 
treſſes's intentions, and promiſed to inform him 
of every future oecurrence. _ 

The king was ſo pleaſed with her that he ad- 
ded a conſiderable ſum to his. preſent, .and pro- 
miſed her that, that ſhould not be the laſt mark 
of his generofity, and that he would take care 
of her fortune. You may judge after that he 
was well ſerved, and that ſhe did endeavour, by 
freſh petit treaſon. to merit his favour, r.. 

While Tofimin was bartering her infidelity, 
her miſtreſs was ſubjected to the moſt 23 
ing ſcene that can be imagined; on entering the 
ſalon, where the governor waited for her, ſhe 
felt a trembling that fore warned her of ſome 
approaching unhappineſs ; ſhe was frighted at 
the ſight of this man, he had a gloomy and ſe- 
vere aſpect, and approached her with little cere- 
mony. I am ſorry, ſaid he coldly, to interrupt 
thoſe happy moments, which were, without 
doubt, moſt agreeably employed ; I ſhould have 
been extremely glad, if the rſt miniſter, your 
illuſtrious father, had charged any other perſon 
with a commiſſion, which will, without doubt, 


be 
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be diſpleaſing to you. In ſpeaking this he gave 

Urgocine a letter ; ſhe received it with the ut- 

moſt perturbation ; ſhe knew her father's hand, 

which, added to what the governor had ſaid, 

_ cauſed her ſuch an emotion, that it was with 
the greateſt difficulty ſhe read the letter. 


Creſegol to Fitular, governor of Senacſs. 


V OU and J have long been friends: I am 
1 going to give you a proof of my confidence 
in you, and hope you will aſſiſt me to redreſs a 
mortifying citcumſtance. I have learn'd that 
ſince Not:/a's death, my daughter Urgacine has 
not lived with that reſerve, which Faw to 
expect from the prudence ſhe has hitherto ma- 
nifeſted. I beg you will ſee an immediate alte- 
ration in her conduct, go to her, and without 
entering into any eclairciſſement, ſhew her this. 
It is my order that ſhe follow you, and live in 
mo houſe, till I ſhall determine otherwiſe, I 
all not condemn her unheard, but let her be 
aſſured, that if I find any imprudence, or cauſe 
of blame” in her actions, ſhe ought to tremble, 
and wiſh that ſhe may not ever appear in the 


preſence of tho 
| 4 Croſeg 91. 


While Urgocine read this letter, Fitular look- 
ed earneſtly at her, and ſeemed to endeavour to 
diſcern what paſſed in her mind. Urgocine did 
not perceive it REY to diſcoyer her thoughts 


to the governor; 'and anſwered, that ſhe was 
l ready 


* 4 a 4 
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ready to follow him, and make known, by her 
reſpectful obedience to her father's orders, that 


ſhe had not any thing to reproach herſelf with. 
Fitular, as voluptuous as old, and whom 


Urgocine's beauty had eauſed to throw off the 
loomy air with which he firſt accoſted her; 
aiſed the ſubmiſſiveneſs of her anſwer. I am 

delighted, ſaid he, to have an opportunity of 

obliging you; I. was always complaiſant to your 


ſex, and if your rank did not command a reſ- 


ct from me, your charms, fo ſuperior to the 
reſt of your ſex, would force me to pay you the 


utmoſt homage. 


Urgocine was perplexed with a thouſand heart 


piercing reflections, but followed the governor 
without heſitation, affecting an air of eaſe, 


which gave her the utmoſt pain to ſupport. She 
ordered a ſlave to tell Tofimin, that ſhe was go- 
ing to the governor's, and that ſhe muſt follow 
her, and bring all her neceſſary apparel, as ſhe- 
ſhould want to paſs the night there: ſhe fancied! 
that this order would make Tofimm comprehend 
ſome part of the enigma, and that ſhe would 


let Puriſton know it. 


This ſhe did to his aſtoniſhment. I am loſt, 


cried he to to Teſimin, if you do not run imme- 


diately, and learn the cauſe of an event that I 
cannot divine. What has Urgecine to do with 
the governor?” , What authority has he over 


her? Without being a courtier I know ſome- 


thing of the cuſtoms of the courts, and that he 
has no power to compel her to change the place 


of her reſidence. 
| Purifton 
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Puriſton argued with warmth, but conſiſtent 
with his character; he appeared not as having 
authority, but as ſubject to the will of thoſe he 
was born to command. Tofimn begged he 
would be compoſed, and that early the next 
morning, ſhe would bring him a particular ac- 
count of every circumſtance relating to Urge- 
cine. 

In the mean time the old governor, natural- 
ly laſcivious, was delighted with the treaſure of 
which he found himſelf appointed guardian. 
He behaved in the politeſt manner, and uſed 
every means to render his houſe agreeable to 
Ur gocine he ſhewed her all the apartments, 
and deſired ſhe would chuſe that which pleaſed 
her. Quickly grateful, and ſenſible of the ci- 
vility which was ſhewn her, ſhe thanked the 
governor in the ſincereſt and moſt genteel man- 
ner. People of a generous and open diſpoſition 
are ſeldom enough on their guard againſt the 
wiles of king 

When Tofimin appeared, Urgocine wiſhed to 
ſpeak to her in private ; ſhe feigned herſelf in- 
diſpoſed, and begged the might retire to repoſe ; 
Fitular deſired in the moſt earneſt manner, ſhe 
would diſpoſe of his houſe and ſervants, as if 
- they were her own, and then left her. 
Now, Tofimin, cried Urgocine, what ſays 
Piuriſton of this unhappy event? ah ! let him 
not know of my confinement ; he will die with 
grief, or rather with deſpair. My father, Te- 
fimin, is doubtleſs acquainted with my love; I. 

| gs oth 
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am. loſt; too plainly I perceive it. What I 


foreſaw has happened; I tremble to think, ap- 


pearances are againſt me: my father is en- 
raged, nor will my innocence ſoften him; cer-- 
tainly he will treat me with the utmoſt rigour. 

In the name of Diana, replied Tofimin, dont 
preſage ills which may not happen; inſtead of 
plunging yourſelf into a ſea of refleions, each 


more melancholy than the other, you ought to 


ſtrive to prevent what may happen. Ah! re- 
plied Urgocine, what wouldſt thou have me do 
againſt calumny and prepoſſeſſion? Can I ex- 
cuſe myſelt for having lived with a ſtranger, 
who will be ſaid, without doubt to be a lover? 
How can I prevent this report, or how can I 
clear myſelf before my father? Ah! Tofimn, 
when his honour is concerned, he is the moſt. 
ſevere of all mankind. 

I acknowledge the juſtneſs of. your fears, re- 
plied the confidante ; but the more danger, the 
more you ſhould exert, and ſtrive to. extricate- 
yourſelf from it. Puriffon, whom I have left- 
almoſt in deſpair, will be the firſt to aſſiſt 
you, and now waits your- orders with the ut- 
moſt impatience ; ſay but the word, and he 
will remove from your houfe, which may ſoften 
your father's anger, when he does not find any 
foundation for complaint. Run back then, To» 


fimin, ſaid Urgocine, let him conſult with the 


ſurgeon the moſt proper method of removal, 
during the night, and bid my ſlaves be filent as. 


to this tranſaction, and the time Puriſon has 


remained with me ; though innocent, ſome en- 
__ vious, 
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vious perſon may defame me or him, but I de- 
pend upon your affection and fidelity. 
Tſimin was not dilatory to ſerve the prince; 
much was he ſurprized when ſhe told him the 
cauſe of Urgocine's being fetched away, but he 
foon acquieſced with her will, and reſolved to 
leave the houſe that night, and to keep his reſi- 
dence a ſecret to all, except Urgocrne and her 
confidante: they conſulted with his ſurgeon, and 
told him by way of ſecret, that there was ſome 
reaſon to „ Bn] Puriſion's being brought to 
trial, for puniſhing the villains who would have 
carried away 1 97, 

After theſe meaſures were taken, the king 
called a ſlave whom he had retained in his ſer- 
vice, from the time he had recovered his ſenſes ; 
this ſlave had been firſt introduced by the ſurge- 
on, to guard Puriſton during his raging fever, 
but retained by the prince, as he proved active 
and intelligent: | to him he gave commiſſion to 
provide in the moſt ſecret manner, a proper af- 
ſylum: this command was ſoon executed. 
Ihe chain of events following ſucceſſively, 
have prevented the diſcovery who this ſlave was. 
The readers certainly remember the conqueſt 
Urgocine made of a governor's ſon at the ball, 
where Tanidan appeared as a magician ; this 
ſlave was no other than that young gehtleman 
in diſguiſe. _ 
From the time he declared his paſſion to Ur- 
gocine, he determined to attempt her love, and 
was too lively and impetuous to be dejected on 


the:firſt repulſe ; he reſolved. to follow her to 
Senacſo, 
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Senacſo, and communicated his deſign to his fa- 
ther, who yielded to his ſollicitations, in hopes 
that ſucceſs in this point might lay a foundation 
for future grandeur. | 
His father was fond of him,. and furniſhed 
him with every article that might conduce to 
his making a brilliant appearance before his miſ- 
treſs, and that his figure, ſet off by all the aid 
of dreſs, might the ſooner make the impreſſion: 


W 

itaſu (this was the young gentleman's 
name) was very active in his preparation, and, 
on his arrival at Senacſo, went to Urgocine's 
houſe; but was greatly perplexed on being told, 
that ſhe did not ſee company, not having re- 
ceived any viſits ſince ſhe had been in the city. 
Vain was it for him tell his name and inſiſt on- 
ſeeing her; the porter, angry at his importuni- 
ties, would not deliver his meſſage, or give ear 
to any of the reaſons he offered, ſo that he was 
obliged to go away very much diſſatisfied; his 
vanity ſuffered, but his love was not diminiſh- 
ed, This repulſe determined him; he covered 
himſelf as a travelling pedlar, and being fur- 
niſhed with a box of trinkets and ornaments for 
ladies, he begged of one of Urgocine's maiden: 
flaves to ſhew them her lady, in hopes he 
might get himſelf introduced; but this attempt 
proving vain, he cut off bis hair, and, as a 
mean perſon, got amongſt the domeſtics, whom 
he treated in a good-natured manner, and con- 
ſequently ſoon was beloved and ſought. after. 


Then he learned the bloody affair. that had hap- 
pened- 
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pened in the houſe, and the danger that-Urgo-» 
cine had eſcaped by the courage of Pur:/on, 
whom; with the utmoſt juſtice, they greatly 
praiſed, 

Doubts and fears ſeized him, when he heard 
that, eve ſince this adventure, Puri/ton had 
lived in the houſe ; but he did not much regard 
the danger which the ſtranger had been expoſed 
to, as jealouſy ſeldom liſtens to any thing but 
its own ſuggeſtions. Mitaſn withed by ſome 
means to introduce himſelf into the houſe, that 
he might have ocular demonſtration of the 
truth of this adventure, which. ſeemed to take 
riſe from a paſſion like what he himſelf felt, 
Next day he had an opportunity to effect his 
deſign ; a flave informed him that they wanted 
an aſſiſtant, to relieve the ſervant of the wound» 
ed ſtranger, who was fatigued with 2 
Mitaſn offered his ſervice, which was accepted, 
in which he ſtrove*to gain a confidence to him 
of great importance: He behaved in ſuch an 
engaging manner, that, after Puriſton was well 
enough to judge, he choſe to keep him in his 
ſervice, 

Mitaſn was ſome time without finding any 
cauſe. for jealouſy ; but Puriſton becoming bet- 
ter, and Urgocine ſtill making him aſſiduous vi- 
. fits, he concluded ſhe had other reaſons beſides 
thoſe of gratitude ; but this was difficult to 
prove, as he was only permitted to ſee them 
when he was bid to wait. Perceiving that To- 
min was a confidante, he endeavoured to get 
into her favour, which ſoon he gained. He 
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was well-made, agreeable, polite, inſinuating, 
and very attentive to pleaſe, and excepr Juni- 
tor, who hated him through envy, there was 
not one of the family, whoſe eſteem he did not 
gain: Tofimin became deſperately in love with 
him; he had propoſed marriage to her, in order 
to be better received, and had ſucceeded fo well 
that he got poſſeſſion of all he could wiſh, or 
ſhe grant, when too late ſhe reflected that ſhe 
had not taken ſufficient precautions with reſpect 
to Mitaſn ; ſhe put him in mind of the promiſe 
he had made to marry her, declaring that ſhe 
wag afraid ſhe ſhould ſoon have reaſon to repent 
of her too great complaiſance. Afriaſn, who 
wanted her aſſiſtance more than ever, feigned 
to be greatly pleaſed with the news, and aſſured 
her that he would write directly to gain conſent 
of his father. A few days after, he pretended 
to be very penſive, and, on her requeſting to 
know the eauſe, he gave her this anſwer, that 
his father had threatened to diſinherit him, if 
he married without his approbation. Tofimin, 
regreted, but too late, her imprudent facility; 
ſhe cried bitterly, which Mitaſn ſeemed little 
affected with; but as it was neceſſary to calm 
her mind, he aſſured her, that if ſhe could by 
any means procure the ſum hi: father expeſted 
as a fortune, he would immediately marry her, 
and truſt to the gaining his father's conſent;,. 
when their union was completed, Contrary to 
his expectations, Tofimin had hopes to overcome 
this difficulty, which with tranſport ſhe aſſured 
him of. Hitherto ſhe had not divulged the 
| ſecret 
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ſecret love betwixt her miſtreſs and Puriſton 
but now Tofimin beheld Mitaſn in a new light 5 
conſidering herſelf as ſecure of matrimony, 
opened her heart to him, and told him, ſhe 
was certain of gaining the ſum from Puri/ton 
and her miſtreſs, whoſe love ſhe only was the 
.confidante of. This he affected to doubt, in 
order to have it explained, on which ſhe re- 
vealed the whole myſtery, aſſuring him that 
w were mutually fond of each other. 

This information gave him the utmoſt un- 
eaſineſs; he judged himſelf loſt, and that he 
ſhould never gain the point he wiſhed, Deſpair 
did not long keep poſſeſſion of the youth; va- 
rious were the ſchemes he revolved in his mind, 
and at laſt determined, by letter, to acquaint 
her father that Urgocine harboured a ſtranger in 
her houſe, who ſeemed to have dangerous views; 
from this information, which appeared a proof 
of his attachment to the miniſter, he hoped to 
draw favourable conſequences from the grati · 
tude of Croſegol, and the intereſt of his father, 
whom he had propoſed as willing to take her 
under his care; but the miniſter rejected this 
advice, as he did not know Mitaſn's father ſuf- 
ficiently to truſt him with fo delicate a com- 
miſſion, and thus anſwered Mitaſu, that he knew 
the perſon of whom they had wrote, and that 
there muſt be ſome error in the information ; 


for that prudence would guard her againſt doing 


any thing which might injure her reputation. 
This anſwer ſurprized Mitaſn extremely, and. 
an augmentation to his vexation was, that at the 
| | | ſame 
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ſame time he received a letter from his father, 
blaming his raſh undertaking as of more preju- 
dice than ſervice, and ordering him under pain 
of being arreſted to return home Theſe mena- 
ces he reſolved not to obey, truſting that he was 
ſecur'd from them by his diſguiſe, but ſet about 
with more earneſtneſs to gain Puri/tor”s favour, 
in hopes that ſome turm of fortune might ptove 
favourable to his wifhes. | I 

Affairs were in this ſituation when Urgocine . 
was removed to the governor's. Mitaſn was 
informed of every private tranſaction, and imas 
gined that by remaining near Puriſſon, he 
ſhould be able to thwart his deſigns, and reap 
advantage from his, maſter's diſappointment. * 
Mitaſn was not at much trouble in providing 
apartments for the king, as he propoſed placing 
him in a part of his own hired houſe. | 

In the mean time, the king, who was ſenſi- 
ble how important it was for him to leave the 
houſe, | cauſed himſelf to be carried to that of 
Mitaſn, and fortunate was the removal, for if 

he had ſtaid two hours longer, it would have 
been too late, as an officer then arrived with a 
commiſſion to arreft the ſtranger in the houſe of 

Urgocine ; but this was to be done fo ſecretly, 
that not even the governor was informed of it. 
Croſegal took thefe precautions, and divided his 
orders, with a view that they might be ex- 
ecuted with more ſecrecy and expedition. A 

The officer had preciſe orders well to examine 
the houſe, where he was to arreſt Puri/ton, in 
order to obſerve if there were any private wo 
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by which he might eſcape; Croſegol had told 
him, that the perſon he was to arreſt was a cri- 
minal to the ſtate, and promiſed him a great re- 
ward for due execution of the orders. The mi- 
niſter did not doubt, but that his intended victim 
would be on his guard, and from the preciſe or- 
ders he had juſt before ſent to the governor, he 
fancied Urgocine would not be at her houſe : he 
was the more anxious to ſeize the priſoner, as 
it was an affair of ſuch great moment, that he 
propoſed in perſon to interrogate and examine 
the priſoner, in order to come to the bottom of 
this adventure, which then gave him inceſſant 
uneaſineſs. . 

When Mitaſu had fixed the king in his apart- 
ment, he went to meet Tofimin, who waited 
for him at Urgoc:ne's houſe, in order to ſettle a 

lan for their future conduct, but they were fo 
| | 7 conſulting together, and forming political 
and love ſchemes, that night ſurprized and made 
mem ſenſible that it was time to retire; they 
parted, Tofimin went out firſt, followed by a 
ſlave that had attended her from the governor's. 

_ Mitaſn was about to leave the houſe, and 
held the door in his hand when the officer ruſh- 
ed upon him, and ſeized him by the collar, and 
ſwore that he would kill him if he ſpoke a word; 
the diſguiſed ſlave, frighted at this, ſuffered 


himſelf to be arreſted. ' Who art thou? ſaid the 


officer; I am, a ſlave, anſwered Mitaſn, you 
may perceive it by my habit. That is not what 
I always decide by, ſaid the officer, it hap- 
pens every day, that people Ciſguiſe themſelves 
4. to 


7 
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to eſcape juſtice, and your trembling I dare ſay, 


proceeds from a conſciouſneſs of guilt ; diſcover 

to me without deceit what I ſhall aſk, and per- 
haps you may find mercy, otherwiſe I ſhall yu. 

you to priſon, | 


| Mitaſn, who had not ever before been ac- 


coſted ſo roughly, was greatly embarraſſed in 


his anſwers, on which the officer turning to his 
aſſiſtants, cried out, this certainly is the man we 
want, put him in irons, and confine him ſecure- 


ly. After this, the officer, followed by two 


guards, went through the whole houſe, which 


they ſearched narrowly, but finding no other 


male ſlaves, except ſome old ones, the officer 
became confident that Mitaſu was the traitor 
he came in queſt of, and that he had put on the 
diſguiſe of a flave to facilitate his eſcape, It 
was in vain the officer enquired of the ſlaves he 
met with; they would not diſcover that Puri/-. 
ton had been there, but with one voice inter- 
poſed on behalf of Mitaſn, their fellow-flave, 
to all which the officer turned the deaf ear. 
Mitaſn was all this while much perplexed ta 
find the cauſe of the arreſt, and the means to 


get out of this unlucky ſcrape ; he recollectedl 


at firſt, that his father had commanded him ta 
return, or he ſhould be arreſted ; but he was at 
a loſs how any one could diſcover him, as he 
was not known to any but Urgocine's ſlaves, and 
was confident they had not penetrated his ſecret, 


Midfortunes ſeldom come ſingly ; one of the 


guards attending the officer was a natiye of the 
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city, where Mitaſn's father, was governor, and 
knew him notwithſtanding his diſguiſe ; this 
man had been ill-treated by the governor, who 
had drove him from the city, and obliged him 
to ſhelter himſelf in the capital ; and for this 
reaſon, the ſoldier embraced the opportunity of 
revenging himſelf, This, cried he, certainly 
is the traitor we have ſearched after; for it is 


Not likely that a governor's ſon ſhould be turn- 


ed into a ſlave, without ſome deſign; and *tis 
my opinion he ſhould be carried in irons to lord 
Croſegol. 


The officer was tranſported with joy, on his 
having his doubts cleared up; for much he 
ſeared that the perſon deſigned to be arreſted 
had eſcaped: he took the guard aſide, and aſked 


Him if he was well aſſured of what he ſaid ? As 


that I am alive, ſaid he, queſtion the priſoner ; 
he cannot deny who he is. This is ſufficient, 
replied the officer; my orders are not to enter 
into any detail with the priſoner, this was par- 
ticularly charged me; but let him be tied to his 


horſe, that he may not eſcape. The guard 


executed this order willingly, and treated the 
young gentleman not a little roughly, tyin 
im to the horſe with hard cords. The dif: 
uiſed ſlave did not expect ſuch treatment, and 
nding himſelf arreſted as a valet, and that 
they would throw him into a dungeon, without 
giving themſelves the trouble to examine him 
further, trembled at his rigorous deſtiny, En- 


raged he was at the guard, whom he called a 


villain, 
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a villain, and threatened that he would ſee him 
puniſhed for his inſolence ; the fellow, without 
regarding his menaces, went on his own way, 
well pleaſed with his revenge. 


Mitaſn, fearing he ſhould die on the road, if 
this continued, cried out that he would com- 
plain of the manner, in which they treated a 
man of his rank, and perceiving that they did 
not deign to anſwer this piece of oſtentation, he 
declared himſelf the fon of the governor of 
Maubaſco, and that he was named Mitaſu. 
Ah! when you own who. you are freely, faid 
the officer, we ſhall treat you in a proper man- 
ner. In effect, when he was perſuaded by this 
double aſſurance, that he was the governor's 
ſon, he ordered him to have all the liberty that 
could with ſaſety be allowed to him as a priſo- 
ner, whom he muſt deliver to the prime 
miniſter. 


We ſhall let Mitaſn proceed on his journey 
without pitying him, for falling into the ſnare 
that he had laid for his rival, and return to Ur- 
gecine. | | 


The governor of Senacſo, thinking Urgocine 
every day more beautiful, and from circumſtan- 
ces which had come to his ear, believing he 
ſhould not run any hazard, in letting her ſee 
the inclination which her beauty had given riſe 
to, accoſted her thus : I know that a man of my 
age ought not ever to oe to pleaſe, and he 

| 2 m 
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muſt - have loſt his ſenſes, who flatters himſelf 
with ſuch hopes. I eſtabliſh this maxim as my 
firſt principle, that you may not think my at- 
tention to you, and the warmth of my regard 
can make me propoſe any thing ſo ey Sir . ny 
No, Urgocine, I am not ambitious of a happi- 
neſs, which ought to be reſerved for the object 
of your choice; I only expect complaiſance, 
and hope you will allow me the liberty of teach- 
ing you the art of taſting pleaſures in perfeQion, 
This is a myſtery not to be underſtood without 
a long practice; there are none but people of 
my experience, who know how to teach it. If 
the enjoyment of pleaſures does not remain 
with old men, they are made amends by know- 
ing how to make people ſenſible of the true re- 
iſh of it. Ina word, it depends on you, to 
know how agreeable the converſe of an-experi- 
enced man is capable of being. Without 
ſpeaking of the complaiſance, and a continual 
attention to foreſtal even your wiſhes, you will 
find a friend in me, ready to gratify you, and 
even prevent your wiſhes, In fine, to let you 
ſee, how far my inclination to oblige you carries 
me, name a lover, nay, if you pleaſe, chuſe 
ſeveral, and I will facilitate their approach ; and 
in return, ſhall only deſire your confidence, and 
the pleaſure of being entertained with the hap- 
pineſs you have enjoyed ; the delightful life we 
ſhall lead ſhall be unknown to the world, and 
our father, notwithſtanding his being fo pre- 
poſſeſſed againſt you, ſhall be the firſt, through 
the care I ſhall take, and the good reports that 
1 | 1 
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J ſhall make, to render you an eſteem that you 
will wiſh for in vain, unleſs I procure it for 


you. 


Urgacine was thunderſtruck with this diſ- 
courſe, ſhe would have interrupted it ſeveral 
times, but aſtoniſhment, or rather fear prevent- 
ed her. How monſter, cried ſhe at laſt, ri- 
ſing up with the greateſt indignation, do you 
dare to ſpeak thus to me ? what can have em- 
boldened you to it, have you conſidered to 
whom you addreſs this inſolence? Make your- 
ſelf eaſy Urgocine, replied the governor coolly, 
and do not abandon yourſelf to ſuch tranſports, 
they ,will not avail, and will only make you re- 
pent the having given way to them : know this, 
that if I had feared you, and not believed ſuch 
diſcourſe familiar to you, I ſhould have brought 
yau to my purpoſe by leſs gentle means, but 
calm yourſelf, continued the old man, perceiving 
how impatient and exaſperated ſho was, you 
are in my power and muſt ſubmit ; think how 
much your father is prepoſſeſſed againſt you; be 
aſſured that one word from me can either regain 
you his favour, or ruin you for ever. After this 
ſalutary advice I ſhall retire, in order to give 
you an opportunity of making wholeſome re- 
flections. | 


It is eaſy to imagine Urgecine's ſituation afier 
this baſe declaration, I am loſt, cried ſhe; 
Oh! you celeſtial powers, have mercy and de- 


liver me. The governor was a ſly fox, knew 
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knew how to make himſelf feared by his ene - 
mies, and kept ſpies in conſtant pay, to adver- 
tiſe him of any complaints that were made 
againſt him; and he knew not only how to pre- 
vent informations, but alſo to ruin for their in- 
tention all perſons within the reach of his power. 


When he left Urgocine he ſent for Tofimin, 
and threatned to puniſh her ſeverely if ſhe did 
not confeſs the truth. I would know, ſaid he 
imperiouſly, the commerce that your miſtreſs 
has kept up with a man, of whom J have a per- 
ſect knowledge; I know part of it, and I would 
willingly hear your report, that I may know 
whether you dare attempt to impoſe on me. 


 Fitular took a wrong method in threatning 
her; money was more likely to feduce her into 
a breach of truſt. She anſwered him, that as 
ſhe had not committed any crimes, ſhe had not 
any-thing to fear, for her lord would protect her, 


The governor, ſurprized at this anſwer, per- 
cieving that he had nothing to hope from this 
girl, and not being willing that ſhe ſhould diſ- 
cover what had paſſed to her miſtreſs, he called 
a ſlave, and ſaid, take this woman into cuſtody, 
and confine her in a room, without ſuffering 
any one to ſpeak to her. He perceived the deli 
cacy of the ſtep he had taken, in venturing an 
attack on Urgocine, and took all imaginable pre- 
cautions that it might remain a ſecret, till 

ba 


* 
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had contrived meaſures to prevent being called 
to account for this execrable action. 


While Urgocine werfe imagination, to 
find means to extricate herf&} from this difficul- 
ty, the king, aſtoniſhed to find himſelf aban- 
doned by two people, in whom he placed great 
confidence, could not comprehend What 
could prevent Mitaſu's appearing, and was ſo 
much prepoſſeſſed in his favour, that he had not 
the leaſt doubt of his fidelity. As to Tefimin, 
he was not much ſurprized, thinking that ſhe 
had not had an opportunity of eſcaping to him, 
and in this hope determined to wait a few days. 


The governor of Senacſo, leſs moderate in his 
deſires than his prince, bore Urgacine's rigours 
impatiently; he could not think that they aroſe 
from a principle of virtue; her father's letter, 
and the reſpect ſhe had ſhewed to Puriflon, ap- 
peared a ſtrong teſtimony to the contrary, . Per- 
ſons often judge of others by their own hearts, 
and the moſt wicked are always ready to ſuſpect 
the moſt virtuous ; as they affect to appear 
what they are not in reality, they believe that 
all the world does the ſame; and that virtue 
is a phantom which does not exiſt; one ſtep in 
vice uſually draws on another, | 


Fitular had made advances, which, though, 
fruitleſs, he could not think of recanting, but 
determined to make more vigorous attempts on 
Urgocine. Three days he paſſed, chiefly in re- 
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- Aeting by what methods he ſhould oblige the 


beauty then in his power, to yield to the impe- 
tuoſity of his deſires: gentle means once more 


he determined to try, and with that view went 


to her apartment, with the greateſt ſeeming 
reſpet, You ſhed tears, Urgocine, ſaid this 
villain, am I ſo unhappy as to have given cauſe 
for them? or is it the dread of a father, who 
is offended by a daughter that he doted on, that 
occaſions your preſent ſorrow? Speak, my 
charming maid; the ſituation in which I ſee 
you at preſent cuts me to the heart; there is not 
any thing I would not do to make you eaſy. 


Urgocine, who had cauſe of grief from the 
abſence of Tofimin, and from the audacious ad- 
dreſs of Fitular, was enraged to find, after his 
reiterated inſults, that he ſhould pretend to be 
ignorant of the cauſe of her unhappineſs, and 
determined not to anſwer him; but a ſudden 
thought cauſed an alteration in her conduct : 
ſhe mildly anſwered, that ſhe hoped from his 
Juſtice, he would permit her to retire to a tem- 
ple of veſtals in the city. That I ſhall pre- 
vent, replied he; your father has confided you 
to my care, and I ſhall not give you an oppor- 
tunity to eſcape. I foreſee your deſign ; you 
have a lover, you ſuffer from his abſence, and 
you are contriving the means to join him. No, 
no, Urgecine, I have too much experience to 
give into ſuch deſigns; hypocriſy and a pre- 
tence of religion occaſion every / many diſ- 
orders. I have too great a reſpect for the gods, 
to 
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to permit ſuch abuſes, and you ſhall remain 
here till your deſtiny or your father determine 
otherwiſe; and in waiting till that happens, I 
ſhall ſee you every hour, that IJ may be able to 
anſwer worthily the confidence with which I 
have been honoured, 


Traitor, replied Urgoctne, do you expect to 
conceal your pernicious deſigns? Do you think 
that I have forgot your abominable propoſitions, 
and do you flatter yourſelf by this hypocriſy to 
be able to effect them? No, no, perfidious 
villain, added ſhe, looking at him with fury, 
all thy ſpecious pretences will only ſerve to 
bring ſhame on thee, and to make my virtue 
blaze forth with greater luſtre. Dare you to 
reproach me with a lover? Learn, learn, moſt 
baſe of mankind, that if I had gone fo far as 
to have given my heart, I ſhould have been, 
even in the exceſs of my weakneſs, as virtuous 
as thou art diſtant from every thing that has the 
leaſt analogy with virtue : but ſuppoſe I had a 
lover, what authority have you to—— I do not 
reproach you, interrupted the governor, for 
your love ; nothing is more free than the heart, 
and if you would give yourſelf time to recol- 
lect, you will agree, that inſtead of making it 
a crime, I have been the firſt to offer to facili- 
tate your engaging in a commerce with any 
lover that might be agreeable to you; but to 
deny an inclination that Tofimin has confeſſed to 
me you have, is to perſuade me that the hea- 


vens—Ah ! well, I acknowledge it then, re- 
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plied Urgocine, ſurprized at the treachery of the 
confidante, yes, I love; I don't diſown it; but 
I have no cauſe to bluſh at this love; I am 
ready to declare it to my father himſelf, if it 
muſt be ſo; but, Fitular, remember, after this 
diſcovery, that if you have ever the boldneſs to 
ſpeak to me of your deſires, this hand, weak 
as it -appears, ſhall deprive thee of a life. that 
thou art unworthy of, 


This tranſport did not in the leaſt affect the 
perfidious Fitular; whilſt Urgocine was thus ex- 
preſſing herſelf, that laſcivious governor was 
contemplating her beauties, and taſting in idea 
the pleaſure he ſhould have in poſſeſſing them. 


Inſtead of anſwering her menaces, he talked 
to her in the freeſt ſtrain. Urgocine was enraged, 
but knowing how uſeleſs her tranſports were, 


| ſhe turned from him, vowing in the moſt ſolemn 


manner, that if he continued to offend her ears 
with ſuch diſcourſe, ſhe would ſtab him, and 
deliver both herſelſ and the world from the ty- 
ranny and baſeneſs of ſo execrable a monſter. . 


The more reſolute Urgocine appeared, the 
more determined was the governor to execute 
the deſperate part he had begun, imagining he 
ſhould be ruined if Urgocine ſhould ever have it 
in her power to tell her father what had paſſed. 
Terrified at the thought, he reſolved to be 
the guard of Urgocine, and to ſend Croſegol, 
who was very tenacious of his honour, ſuch an 
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account of her that he did not queſtion would 
procure a decree to baniſh her to a diſtant t 
iſland, Straight he fetched Tofimin and put her 
into Urgocene's appartment, that he might the 
more ſecurely watch them both, uſing this 
maxim, that à truft confided is half betrayed, 
Urgacine received Tofimin but cooly, and re- 
proached her as guilty of a breach of truſt, but 
it was not difficult to clear herſelf from this aſ- 
perſion, and manifeſt her innocence to Urgo- 
cine, who found that ſhe had been the dupe of 
the governor ; ſhe then aſked her eagerly, what 
ſhe knew of Puriflon ? The confidante de- 
ſcribed his anxiety on being told of her depar- 
ture : ah! pleaſe the gods, cried Urgocine, that 
I had not any other cauſe for ſorrow but this ab- 
ſence; my reaſon and virtue would enable me 
to ſupport it; but, alas, I am expoſed to all 
that is moſt horrid and deteſtable. Teſimin, 


frightened at hearing this, demanded reſpect- 


fully an explanation. Urgocine related to her 
the perſecutions of the viilainous Fitular. After 


this detail, ſhe abandoned herſelf to the moſt 
moving complaints. 


After having paſſed the day in mutual aMic- 
tion, Urgocine aſked Tofimin if the could not 


think of ſome method to gain their liberty; the 


brave Puriſten, continued ſhe, turning her eyes 


to heaven, has delivered me twice from the 
H 6 moſt 
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moſt dangerous perils; what would he not do 
to deliver me from what I at preſent dread, 


which appears more terrible than thoſe from 


which he has preſerved me. Alas! how does 
he? What can he think, or how muſt he be 
ſuprized not to hear of me] His uneaſineſs, 
I fear, will bring on him deſpair, when he 
hears that I am gone, and no one can tell 
where. Alas, my poor heart! more than ever 
I find how dear he is to me, and worthy of 
my tenderneſs, 


Puriſton's thoughts were not leſs employed 
on his lover, whom he determined to ſearch for 
at the governor's. The ſurgeon diſcovered his 
uneaſineſs, and offered to ſerve him to the ut- 
moſt of his power, aſſuring him that it would 
endanger a relapſe, if he ventured to go 
abroad ; the fear of being again confined 
to bed, reſtrained the king, but nothing could 
curb his impatience to know what had hap- 
pened to Urgacine, 


Junitor, his faithful ſlave, offered to attempt 
every poſſibility to calm his inquietude. The 
ſurgeon, who had received ſeveral teſtimonies 
of the King's gratitude, which he could not 
have expected from a private perſon, begged 
earneſtly for an. opportunity of doing him ſer- 
vice. The king accepted the ſurgeon's offers, 
and engaged him to enquire what was become 
of Urgocine, and with all poſſible caution to 
gain the liberty to ſpeak to her, but to be quite 
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filent in reſpect to his employer. Junitor was 
ordered to find out, and if poſſible to bring To 
fimin to his maſter, and to learn from the go- 
vernor's ſlaves what had happened to Urgocine, 


When Puriſion was alone, he abandoned 
himſelf to reflection; during his ſickneſs he 
had been uſed to enjoy the pleaſure of ſeeing 
Urgocine, her ſenſe, her beauty, her virtue, all 
joined to fill him with love: her conduct had 
almoſt convinced him-that her virtue was proof 
againſt every temptation, but he wiſhed, to put 
it to the laſt proof, in hopes to- complete her 
happineſs and his own.. | 


ExpeRation of any intereſting news, makes 
the time ſeem long, The king impatiently 
waited the return of the ſurgeon and Junitor; 
at laſt he heard a perſon haſtily entering the 
houſe, what has happened, cried he; is. Urgo- 
cine gone from the city? They told me ſo at 
the governor's, replied the ſurgeon, . but I did 
not truſt to this report, I went to a. friend of 
mine, who lives near Fitular, and found out 
that ſhe is in his houſe, but has not permiſſion 
to ſee any body ; with all my ſearch, I cannot 
find that Tofimin has been ſeen ſince the day 
ſhe came here, and returned to her miſtreſs; 
ſo I cannot but conclude that the order is ex- 
— to her, and that ſhe is detained in the 


Puriſon | 
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Puriſton then interrogated Funiter, who re- 


ported that he had bribed one of the governor's 


ſervants, who affirmed that his maſter was in 
love with and jealous of Urgocine, and to pre- 
vent any connections abroad, he kept her ſhut 
up and himſelf watched her. 


The king could not help crying out, that he 
would make Fitular repent his temerity ; the 
ſurgeon anſwered, I wiſh 1 had power 
equal to your will; but pleaſe to conſider that 
this governor rules arbitrary, and fears no one 
except our king, who little knows his villainy. 
Puriſton preſented the ſurgeon with a diamond, 
to engage his ſervices, which it did effectually, 
for the ſurgeon ſwore he would aſſiſt him at the 


riſque of his life. 


1 report gave the prince much un- 
eaſineſs; the word jealouſy threw him into the 
greateſt agitation; he found that Urgocine was 
in the power of the governor, who had deſigns 
on her, and perhaps made baſe attempts on ber 
perfon. Enraged at this reflection, he cried 
out, The danger is too great! Let the conſc- 
1 be what it will, Urgocine ſhall be de- 
ivered from his tyranny ; I ſtill retain the au- 
thority the gods have given me. The ſurgeon 
was amazed to hear him ſpeak in fo deciſive 
a tone, and recalled to mind a thouſand things, 
which when ſaid had made no impreſſion cn 
him. Immediately he conjeQured that Puri/- 


ton 


Woman HATER. 159 


ton was not what he would appear, but he had: 
not the leaſt ſuſpicion who he really was. 


The prince was too much engroſſed by his 
fears to regard what the ſurgeon thought; his 
attention was wholly on the governor's being in 
love with Urgocine ; he knew him only by name, 
and as an officer, who in his youth, had done 
ſome ſervices in the army, and now was fearful, 
leſt, on ſtrict enquiry, he ſhould find the gover- 
nor unworthy of his place, and of the truſt then 
repoſed in him, 


He enquired of the ſurgeon, who affirmed: 
thus. There is not any perſon in the city, who 
does not both fear and hate the governor for 
two reaſons; he loves women and money to ex- 
ceſs, and will attempt every obſtacle to gratify 
theſe paſſions ; many and' fatal proofs he has 
given of his baſe heart. Two of his actions I 
will tell you, by which you may form ſome 
judgment what he dare attempt. 


About four years ago, an eminent banker of 
this city died ſuddenly; the governor, in an 
hour afterwards, went to his widow incognito, 
and ſaid to her, that being apprized of her huſ- 
band's death, and of the quantity of money he 
had left in the houſe, he was obliged, in virtue 
of his poſt, which rendered him the guardian 
of widows and orphans, to take this money un- 
der his care, that ſhe might not run any hazard 

of loſing it. 1 am. credibly informed, * 
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that ſeveral robbers now lurk about this city, 
notwithſtanding my care and vigilance, 


Without ſucceſs I have made ſearch, and-at- 
tempted to apprehend them, but am aſſured, 
that if theſe villains ſhould hear of your huſ- 
band's death, they will look upon you as one 
left without defence, and may break into your 
houſe, cut yours and your childrens throats, 
and I ſhould become very unhappy, to find ſuch 
a ſcene of horror in a city where IJ command. 


I have eſteemed you a long time, and have 
thought of looking out a huſband for your 
daughter; ſhe is handſome, and is now marri- 
ageable. X 


I have no Children, and have for ſome time 
paſt, had thoughts to adopt ſome young girl, 
and make her fortune, 


The good widow who had been much devo- 
ted to religious retirement, knew little of the 
world, or that the man preſent, who ought to 
protect the innocent, was their betrayer, thank- 
ed him for this mark of his condeſcenſion, and 
ſaid, ſhe ſhould be ruled in every thing by his 
directions, as he muſt be the beſt judge of 
things, from his knowledge of the world. 


Fitular, further to ingratiate himſelf, gave 
her ſome inſtructions in reſpect to the funeral of 
her huſband ; and bade her be careful, that 
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none of the family ſhould know their inten- 
tions; for, ſaid he, we cannot be too much on 
our guard, as I am well aſſured, that ſome of 
the villains have artfully got into ſervices, by 
which they procure intelligence, with intent to 
rob houſes. 


Their ſchemes are artfully laid, but as I 
know them, I will defeat them, and adviſe you 
to put your money, and every thing valuable, 
into an iron cheſt, Jock it ſecurely, and keep 
the key. I will ſend a proper guard as ſoon 
as it is dark, who will ſafely bring the cheſt, 
and r it ſecurely in the caſtle, where you 
may find it whenever you pleaſe. | 


I recommend ſecrecy to you a ſecond time 
you may indeed declare, that you are ſending 
your money to ſome friends, which will produce 
this good effect; when they know your money 
is not in your houſe, your life will be ſafe. 


The good widow being ſtruck with fear of 
impending danger, eſteemed herſelf vaſtly obli- 
ged to the governor, for the pains he took to 
ſerve her. The money was prepared, the hour 
came, and it was delivered to the governor's 
ſervants. 


The integrity, or rather ſimplicity of the wi- 
dow, induced her to deliver her money, with- 
out any acknowledgement from the governor 


of the receipt of it; he renewed at his depar- 
ture, 
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ture, the proteſtations of friendſhip, and offers 
of ſervice he had made, and affured her he 
would convince her in a little time of his fin- 
cerity. 8 1 IF. 


Some time after, a conſiderable draught was 
brought to the widow's bank for payment, on 
which ſhe went to the governor's, where, after 
much waiting, ſhe was admitted into a hall, 
amidft a number of people. Who are you, 
madam? faid he, has any one wronged you ? 
do you come to demand juſtice ? 


The widow fancied that the governor feigned 
not to know her, for fear the ſecret of her mo- 
ney ſhould be divulged, and approached as if 
to whiſper'in his ear; ſpeak aloud, ſaid he in 
the boldeſt manner, I am in this place to do 
you juſtice; if it concerns ſome vice, it is pro- 
per that it ſhould be known, that the example 
of the-puniſhment may deter others from com- 
mitting it, and that all the citizens may know, 

that Juſtice is daly executec. | 


The good widow, who could not yet com- 
prehend the governor's meaning, deſired leave 
to ſpeak to him in private; but on a refuſz!, 
was under a neceſſity of declaring publick !, 
that a bill bad been drawn payable on fight 2t 
her bank, and deſired he would permit her t. 
take that ſum from the iron cheſt; but that for 
the future, ſhe intendted to avoid giving him 
any trouble, and would fetch her money 3 * 

| C 


7% 1 held "I ns” W_ 


Woman Harras. 103 


The governor heard her with great patience, 
and when ſhe had done, turned to the people 
around him, and aſked, if any one of them 
knew this woman. Don't you admire, ſaid 
he, the pleaſantry of this adventure? This 
woman is ſurely either fooliſh or mad, or has 
the greateſt impudence of any woman in the 


world! What ſay you, gentlemen, ſaid the 


governor, Cling diſdainfully, I ſhould have 
Fond to do, if I was to pay all the bills of 
exchange ſent to this ci ye It gives me concern, 
to ſee an object deprived of reaſon ; the relati- 
ons of this woman ſhould keep her in confine» 
ment, and my guards are to blame, in ſuffering 
her to be admitte1 here, to diſturb the admini- 
ſtrations of juſtice, 


The governor appeared ſo unconcerned, at 
the ſecret fraud was not ſuſpected by "thoſe 4 


around him: ſome laughed i the old lady, 


who was ſhocked at the effrontery of Fitular 
the began to rail at him in the moſt bitter ſtrain. 
The mildeſt people become the moſt furious 
when exaſperated : ſhe did not fail to beſtow his 
proper names on the governor ; ſhe treated him 
as a villain, an impoſtor, and told the ſtory, 
threatning, that powerful as he was, ſhe ſhould 
compel him to do an act of juſtice, in reſtoring, 
her money. 


” Theſe inveRives and menaces, ſo far from 


affecting the governor, made him burſt out into 
a loud 
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2 loud laugh, in which the ſpectators joined, 
thinking it an improbable ſtory they had juſt 
Heard, and concluding, that the old lady was 
not in her ſenſes, they diſmiſſed her with the 
utmoſt deriſion, the ſlaves inſulting her as ſhe 
left the caſtle. | 


When the widow got home, ſhe ſummoned 
Her relations, who determined to apply to juſ- 
tice ; the widow commenced a law ſuit againſt 
the governor: the judges knew the juſtice of 
her cauſe, and that Fitular was a villain ; but 
as there was no proof to ſupport her cauſe, 
they were obliged to pronounce jndgment againſt 
her, and ſentence her to pay a large ſum, for 
having ſcandalized a man of the governor's qua- 
lity ; this ſhe was unable to do,. and was thrown 
into priſon, | | 


Her daughter, extremely beautiful, Fitular 
had been defirous of poſſeſſing for ſome time; 
butswhile her father lived, who was a man of 
reſolution, he did not dare to take any notice of 
her ; but now ſhe was io a forlorn ſtate, attend- 
ing her parent in priſon, he determined to at- 
tempt the gratification of bis will. 


Converſant in all kind of ſraud, Fitular diſ- 
weg himſelf in the habit of a prieſt of the 
lun, and went to the priſon. The chamber in 
which the widow lodged was dark, and his diſ- 
guiſe altered him ſo much, that he had no rea- 
ſon to fear detection. He ſaid, that from a 
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charitable motive, he was come to viſit the pri- 


ſoner, and ſtrive to alleviate the unhappineſs of 
being deprived of liberty. 


So plauſible a ſpeech produced the deſired ef- 
fe: the widow recounted her misfortunes, .. 
told her ſtory as it really was, and in finiſhing . 
it, abuſed the governor as he deſerved, 


Fitular bore this, in hopes of the propoſed 
pleaſure ; he gave the widow time to grow calm, 
and then told her that there was but one way to 
get releaſed from priſon, Here are two things 

to be conſidered, whether you have told me the 
truth or deceived me; if you have told me the 
truth, I have an infallible means to relieve your 
misfortunes, nay, end them. If, on the con- 


trary, you have deceived me, I ſhall leave you, 
and never ſee you again. 


This vague diſcourſe did not mean any thing, 
but it was neceſſary to * ſomething, not to ap- 
pear too complaiſant. The widow affirmed, by 
all that was ſacred, that ſhe had only ſpoke the 
truth, The falſe prieſt feigned to believe her. 
Send your daughter to me in the morning, ſaid 
he, and then I will let you know what I propoſe 
doing for you, I am now going to a lady, who 
has it in her Power to ſerve you, and on my re- 


port, will certainly deliver you from confinement, 


When he had aid this, he went, and pre- 
tended to forget to tell her where the daughter 
4 was 
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was to find him, that he might be the leſs ſuſ- 


ed ; but the widow was too much intereſted 
in the knowing it not to call after him that ſhe 
might know : he was at the bottom of the ſtairs 
when ſhe called, he excuſed himſelf from 
coming up again, ſaying, that he had a pious 


affair, that would not admit of any delay, but 


that if ſhe would make her daughter get ready, 
early the next morning, he would fetch her, 
and preſent her himſelf to the-perſon he ſpoke 
of: this ſhe immediately agreed to. 


The next day he ſent a man to the priſon, 
with orders to bring the young lady to a houſe 
that he had prepared. This houſe was hired 
by the governor under a fictitious name, and be- 
longed to the prieſts of the ſun : he had wiſhed 
for ſome time to be revenged on them for an af- 
front he had received, and ſtilt retained it in his 
mind ; and, with this view, he rather choſe to 
uſe for intrigue, one of their houſes than any 
other, 


Fitular, as ſoon as he had ſent for the bank- 
ers' daughter, went to this houſe to wait for 
her; he let them knock twice at the door before 
he opened it, and then he diſmiſſed the perſon 


who had brought her, and handing her into the 


houſe, ſhut the door: ſtraight he Walked on, 
bidding her follow him, 


Aſter having croſſed a court, they paſſed 
from apartment to apartment ; the gul began 
; T7 **..»500 
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to be uneaſy, and aſked if it was neceſlary to 
go ſo far to hear what he had to ſay, Neceſſa- 
iy! ah, very neceſſary, replied the villain, 
chucking her under the chin, we mult be at li- 
berty, and let what will happen, not be heard. 
This is the cuſtom of the prieſts of the ſun, 
we always receive with ſecure: ſecrecy ſuch” 
young beauties as you are, 


You may imagine fir, continued the ſurgeon, 
the young perſon underſtood but too well what 
this diſcourſe meant; ſhe was greatly agitated 
and threw herſelf at his feet, entreating him 
with the moſt moving ſupplications, to permit 
her to go away. You would be ſorry I ſhould 
one day or other, ſaid he, raiſing her, you do 
not know what I want with you; fit down on 
this ſopha, I am going to explain myſteries to 
you, which have been hitherto carefully con. 
cealed from you. | 


Sy: 

There are two things I require of you, one 
is, to make a ſincere confeſſion of whatever has 
happened to you, ſince, like a new blown flow- 
er, you have expanded your raviſhing beauties 
to my eager: eyes; your ſincerity will cauſe me 
to double my zeal for your inſtruction, and I 
ſhall be able to judge holily, if you are worthy. 
of the happineſs which attends you. 


The ſecond thing I demand of you is, to re- 


ceive willingly, and with a grace | 
thing I ſhall offer, and not to let a / fooliſh 


erations 


4 is 
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conſiderations induce you to make a fruitleſs 


reſiſtance, which I aſſure you will be in vain. I 
am obliged to perform the duties of my profeſ- 


- 


ſion, and you muſt ſubmit. 


I ſhall add to theſe a third conſideration, if 
ou conform with docility to the holy fervour, 
with which I burn in. your behalf, I promiſe 
you that your mother ſhall be releaſed from prꝭ- 
ſan to morrow ; and I will take care, that for 
the future, you ſhall not want for any thing ; 
and that I will endeavour to procure you 'an ad- 


vantageous eſtabliſhment z but if you perſiſt to 


cry, and to teaze me with your uſeleſs com- 
plaints, I declare that I ſhall treat you with the 
utmoſt rigour, and after a acquitted my- 
ſelf of a pious; duty, which I cannot exempt 
myſelf from, I ſhall turn you out of doors, and 
never concern myſelf any more about you. 


The young lady did not know what to reſolve 
on; + ſhe was virtuous, but ſhe knew that her 
reſiſtance would be in vain, and that ſhe ſhould 
expoſe herſelf to the greateſt hazards, 
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She was drowned in tears, and ſo confound 


ed, that ſhe was ſome time before ſhe made any 


anſwer. Ah, well, ſaid Fitular, what do you 
determine on ? are we to employ mildneſs or 
rigour? have you any ſcruples ? declare them 
to me; you know, that as a prieſt, I am inter- 

preter of the divine laws y 


Well 
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k Woll, replied the widow's daughter, 
— ſcarce able to ſpeak for tears, I am going t 

ſpeak ſincerely to you. If I was inclined o 

do as you would have me, how can I ſecu e 
f myſelf from the anger of the goddeſs Vea? 
Are not we menaced with the ſevereſt pu- 
niſhment by her if we ceaſe to be chaſte, 
and that we ſhall ſuffer in the other life for 
our incontinence, and are we not taught 
from our infancy the hiſtories of the judg- 
ments that have happened to girls that have 
loſt their virtue ? | 


Ah, well, cried Fitular, fince this con- 
ſideration reſtrains you, we muſt, out of 
charity, clear up the difficulty: tell me pray 
2 are you offended to ſee à Fly fly in the 
air | 


* * 


 & r . uo as Ph. 


: Why ſhould 1 be angry, replied the girl 

0 ingenuouſly, the fly is made with wings for 

| that purpoſe. . Well, ſaid he, another com- 

pariſon; ſhould you find any harm, for ex- 

ample, that two little birds careſs each other, 

that they make a neſt, that they produce, 

eggs, and from thoſe eggs little birds. No, 

replied the young girl, ws avec | 1112 | 

Well then, - ſaid Fitwlar, it is the ſame np 

with us, in compariſon of the gods which 

we dread ; we have been formed of difterent 
Vor. II. 1 | ſexes 


= a4. i. mw. ©. 


. 


170 FEMALE BANISHMENT, or 


ſexes to love each other ; from the love 
of the creature, we elevate ourſelves 
to that of the creator. Do you think 
the father bf light runs through the heavens 
daily in vain, No, charming maid, this god 
is pleaſed to fee vegetation amongſt his 
works. Veſta will not be diſpleaſed with 
you for receiving favourably a prieſt of the 
ſun; out of regard for her brother, ſhe will 
be pleaſed at your condeſcenſion for one of 


His miniſters. 


This diſcoueſe ſurprized the young perſon, 
but did not ſeduce her; after having reſſected 
2 moment, ſhe found herſelf. ſo far from ſub- 
mitting to the infamous deſires of this mon- 
ſter, Who endeavoured to decoy her from 
the paths of virtue, that ſhe told him reſo- 
litely, ſhe choſe rather to die than to loſe 
2 treaſure which was much dearer to her 
than any pleaſure on earth. After this decla- 
ration, Die cried out as loud as the could for 
help. The governor was ſurprized at what 
he called obſtinacy, and tried once more to 
ſooth ber, but in vain ; the widow's daugh- 
ter was reſolyed to defend herſelf to the laſt 


extremity. | 


Bauch conſtancy in a perlen of her age, far 
from checking tular, made him more re- 
folate to gain his peint, Auf he made dſe of 
the” moſt horrid means, which ſhe 11 
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with becoming vigour. At laſt, finding all 


his efforts vain, he gave her —— ſtabs 
with a poniard, and ſaw her weltering in her 
blood on the floor. 


After this inhuman act, he left the houſe 
and part of his dreſs, that. this dumb evi- 
dence might ſecure him from ſuſpicion, and 
make it fall on the prieſts of the ſun, On 
his return home, a ſpirit of revenge u 

him on to fix beyond doubt the crime he had 
committed, on the prieſts; for this purpoſe, 
he pretended that there had been a great 
noiſe heard in ſuch a houſe, and that he had 
been petitioned to ſend an officer and guards 
40 ſearch i ik, 1 


The officer was ſtruck with horror 
at fight of the wounded lady. The ton 
habit gave teſtimony againſt -the prieſts of 
the ſun; the houſe alſo was theirs, and 
the mother, who was in the moſt dreadful 
ſituation, when they brought her daughter to 
her, joined her depoſition with the OF of 
the Seen evening. 


In a word, every cerunlanch: acenſed: the 
miniſters of. the temple. On account of ſo 
many accuſations, they were all arreſted and 
confined ſeparately, without being acquainted 
with the reaſon. ſeparately exa- 
mined, as guilty of a crime their judges 
Were thorough! y N of, the greater 

part 
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part confeſſed crimes of a different nature 
from that with which they were accuſed ; 
but nevertheleſs, as they were ſufficient to give 
the governor an opportunity. of further gra- 
tiſying his revenge, he took this opportunity of 
feeding his avarice. He made the chief of 
the prieſts give him a prodigious ſum to be- 
come their protector, which he did, in order 
to prevent their being replaced (if he had 
ſuffered them to be puniſhed) 'by a freſh 
body, who might more effectually revenge 
the fate of their predeceſſors, and the igno- 
miny that had been caſt on the order. 


It happened in the mean time, that the 
widow's daughter gave ſome hopes öf a re- 
turn to life; her wounds were found not 
mortal, as they were only in the fleſh, The 
judges, ſenſible of the 3 of ſo im- 
portant a life to clear ſome doubtful circum- 
ſtances, ordered all imaginable care to be 
taken of the young lady; ſhe was attended 
by the moſt eminent of the faculty, and in a 
few days was able to relate the whole affair. 


The governor dreading that things might 
be carried farther than he wiſhed, reſolved to 
aſſiſt the prieſts ; he ſollicited openly their 
liberty, and by doing fo gained their friend- 
ſhip. This reſpectable body, on being re- 
leaſed, went to return thanks and aſſure him 
ef their gratitude, Amongſt the prieſts there 


} 
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was a you man who had been guilty of 
ſeveral ſeductions, when he heard that a 
number of prieſts were arrefted to diſcover 
the author of a crime that had been lately 
committed, he was afraid they were ſeeking 
for him, and this fear made him fly the city. 
The judges were very deſirous of ſeizin 


him that they might confront him with the 


lady, but he was gone beyond their reach, on 
- which they determined that his flight decla- 
red bim culpable, and paſſed ſentence of 
death on him, though abſent : the other mi- 


niſters were then preſent, and had the dan- 


ger they had eſcaped recommended to them 
as a caution for their future conduct. 


As long as the governor feared the conſe- 
quence of this affair, he behaved ſo well that 
his paſt actions were almoſt forgot; but in 
about two years nature got the upperhand 
of diſguiſe, and his behaviour made him 

both feared and deteſted by the whole city. 


At this time I became acquainted with the 
widow and her daughter ; they were both in 
priſon ; but notwithſtanding the miſery of 
their condition, people of the firſt faſhion 


viſited them, and took great pleaſure in ſerv- 


ing them. I had been for ſome months ſur- 
eon to this priſon and was called to the aſ- 
4 of the widow, who laboured under 
a malady, occaſioned by her misfortunes, 
13 "2, mn 
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The daughter's beauty touched me, her vir- 

tue was known, and though I was not rich 

enough to make her fortune, I propoſed mar- 

Triage to her; my declaration was heard, and 
e is at preſent my wife. 


Soon after marriage, I endeavoured to get 
* my. mother-in-law releaſed ; and as I knew 
the governor, who was the only perſon that 
could give her liberty, was a moſt avaricious 
man: I went to him, and offered, if he 
would grant me her releaſe, to ſerve his fa- 
mily for a year gratis. The propoſal he ac- 
cepted, as he could not hope for any thing 
further, and my mother-in-law was ſet at 
liberty. 


We could not avoid going to return this 
villain thanks. As pride made him extreme - 
ly obſervant of every reſpectful ceremony, 
we went dreſt in foim ; he ſtarted at ſeeing 
my wife; you have got an agreeable woman, 
ſaid he, trembling and looking pale, I wiſh 
you much happineſs with her; I am obliged 
to you for your viſit, but am at preſent much 
engaged, therefore you muſt excuſe me ; on 
which he turned his back on us, We retired 
directly; but, to my ſurprize, my wife com- 
plained and fainted away : I got her home 
with expedition, and had her put to bed. 
She deſired to ſpeak to me in ſecret, and ſaid 
that ſhe had ſomething of the greateſt con- 
' ſequence 
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quence to communicate. I liſtened with at- 
tention to what follows. 


Do you know, ſaid ſhe, the perſon we 
have juſt come from? yes, ſaid I, it is the 
governor; why do you aſk this queſtion ? 
know then, ſaid ſhe, putting her mouth cloſe 


to my ear, that he is a villain ahd a monſter, 


or the. moſt execrable of mankind : it was he 
that attempted to aſſaſſinate me in the diſguiſe 
of a prieft, Oh | the barbarity with which 
he treated me: I knew him the moment I 
ſaw him; his voice pierced me to the foul, 
and made me again fear the poniard ; I hage 
you will protect and defend me, for if you 
abandon me I am loſt. | 


What my wife ſaid, ſtiuck rye with the 
— horror; I ſhall ever remember it. I 
etermined to guard in ſilence againſt his fu- 
ture crimes; and though I deteſted him for 
his paſt villany, I deſpaired of being able to 
bring him to juſtice ; and ſinee that time T 
have lived in hopes, that a puniſhment due 
to his crimes will overtake him. 


The furgeon's hiſtory made the king more 
ſenſible of the danger, his charming miſtreſs 
was expoſed to: he reſolved, let the conſe- 
quence be what it would, to deliver her; and 


thus ſaid to the ſurgeon: I will truſt you 


if you will now ſwear a profound ſecrecy'of 
| 14 every 
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every thing you ſhall ſee me do. I intend to 


puniſh this governor, whom both you and I 
have ſo much reaſon to dread, 


« By all that is ſacred, (ſays the ſurgeon) 
3 wil do whatever you truſt to me.” **You 
« ſhall run no riſque, (ſays the king) and 
„perhaps, from what you- ſhall now do, 
.*+ your good fortune may ariſe hereafter. 
«© This myſtery ſhall be explained: for the 
© preſent depend on me; be prudent, and 
you will hereafter thank the gods for ha- 
„ ving met with me.” 


The king pronounced theſe words with 
ſuch an air of majeſty, that the ſurgeon did 
not know what to think ; he brought the 
king the neceſſaries for writing, who, aſter 
he had wrote, drew a ſeal from his boſom 
and ſealed the packet ; then having directed 


—— It, gave it to the ſurgeon ; carry this, ſaid 


he, to the perſon who commands under the 
governor, he will not aſk you àny queſtions ; 


go from him to Fitular's walk in his court 


yard, and obſerve every thing that paſſes ; 
then come to me, and give me an account 
.of what you have ſeen : remember, I charge 
you a ſecond time, to preſerve a profound 
ſilence, and only to employ your eyes; if 
you are exact you will reap the advantage of 
it: but fly, don't loſe a moment; I tremble, 


leſt it ſhould be already too late. 
1 The 
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The ſurgeon ſet out as quick as thought; 
he could not imagine who OO could be, 
who ſpoke to him in fo deciſive a tone, or 
what the packet could contain which he was 
charged with: he was tempted ſeveral times 
to ſatisfy his curioſity, but his probity re- 
ſtrained him. | 


* He went to the houſe of the king's lieu- 
tenant, who was not at home; but as he had 
been ordered to ſearch for him every where, 
he aſked where he was, and was anſwered 
on the parade, reviewing the troops. He 
ran there, but could ſcarce get to ſpeak to 
bim, but after having entreated the guards 
who ſurrounded him, they at laſt permitted 
him to ſpeak to this officer, who received the 
packet. ad 


The ſurgeon was curious to ſee in what 
manner his meſſage would be received, 
watched him attentively; and perceived, 
that at opening the letter he ſtarted with 
ſurprize, and that he was a long time read- 
ing it; this Intereſted the ſurgeon too much, 
for him not to wait to ſee the concluſion. 
As ſoon as this officer had read the packet, 
he called to another, and communicated the 
meſſage he hag. juſt received to him; they 
ſpoke to each other for ſome time in whiſpers. 

| 15  Neanps, 
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Nedonſo, which was the ſurgeon's name, 


concluded that they ſpoke of tomething very 
Important ; but as he could not diſcover any 
thing further from them, he went to the go- 
vernor's, and walked in the court as the king 
had commanded him. 


Soon after he ſaw Fitular come in; he 
looked extremely angry, and ſeemed in great 
emotion; whilſt the ſurgeon was obſerving 
him he heard a great noiſe, which made him 
imagine ſomething of conſequence was going 
on: he turned his head, and ſaw the king's 
lieutenant at the head of a party of horſe, 


| Curiofity made Nedonſo follow him. Aſter 

he had alighted he went into the governor's 
bouſe. The ſurgeon examined every thing 
that paſſed with the utmoſt attention; he 
walked up and down the governor's anti- 
chamber: ſcarce had he taken two turns, 
when the governor came out of his apart» 
ment with the utmoſt conſternation and fear: 
painted in his face. | | 
He aſked the captain of the whom 
be met; what the party of guards meant that 
he ſaw in his court, and by whoſe order they 
came there; without waiting for an anſwer, 
he was going down the ſtair-caſe, doubtleſs 
to enquire the reaſon of ſomebody. elſe, but 
1 who was coming up ſtopt 


. 
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At 
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At firſt he put on his uſual air of autho- 
rity, and aſked the lieutenant in great rage 
how he dared to command the troops to 
march without his order. I acknowledge 
none but thoſe of my ſovereign in this ci ts 
replied the officer, therefore deliver your fa 
bre, I arreſt; you in the king's name, and 
command you to follow me. 


. #itular appeared at this fatal moment like 
one mne ; he attempted to ſpeak, 


able to articulate his words. 


Ide le — then whiſpered to him, after 
which 2 mounted the ſtair caſe, followed 


| MT who afterwards. ſur- 
Sen Fug Eitular. he lieutenant knew the 
and pexceiving that the ofiiper 


ford d * ordered that he ſhould be pe 
* ig p 20 2 heard this and 1 
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* he entered a 
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 Urgocine, as ſoon as ſhe ſaw Fitular enter 
with people that were ſtrangers to her, cried 
out through fear; do you come, villain, 
ſaid ſhe, to put the finiſhing ſtroke to your 
perſecutions? Is it thus that you obſerve 
= your promiſe, to give me a months time to 
5 conſider, your infernal propoſals. I would a 
= thouſand times ſuffer death, if poſſible, ra- 
ther than ſubmit to ſuch infamy : put a pe- 
riod, monſter, to thy crimes, by deprivin 
me of life. Death | ſhall eſteem as a bleſ- 
ſing, as it will deliver me from thy abhorred 
preſence, 3 | LE 


Thus ſhe expreſſed herfelf enraged at the 
ſight of Fitular, before the lieutenant could 
tell her his commiſſion ; at laſt he interrupt- 
ed her, ſaying, you are free madam, and 
have nothing more to fear. I have orders to 
. conduct you to your houſe, to arreſt Fitular, 
and keep him under confinement, till I ſhall 


* * 


hear further from court. 


Finiſhing theſe words, which tranſported 
_Urgocine with the moſt lively joy, he preſent- 
ed, his hand to her, and ordered the officers 
who had followed him to conduct the gover- 

* nor. % his apartment, to difarm all his ſer- 
vants, and to chuſe a truſty guard, who 
Would not ever permit him to be out of 

their ſight. Theſe precautions taken, Urge- 
| | wages 
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cine was eſcorted to her houſe, where, after 
aſſuring her that ſhe was in perfect ſafety, the 
lieutenant took his leave. 


When Nedonſo had ſeen this, he return'd 
to Puriſton, whom he conſidered as a prince 
of the blood, or ſome great man in diſguiſe, 
who was in love with Urgecine, and a ma- 
ment after recollected that the king was ab- 
ſent, and that it was not known what realm 
he was gone to, and that perhaps it might be 
him, who, under the habit of Puriſſon, had 
cauſed this great change, 


On this idea occurring to his mind, - he 
recollected what his patient had ſaid in his 
frenzy, and was ſurprized that he had not 
attended to it before, and thus in raptures he 
ſpoke; his bravery, his generoſity, his pru- 
dence, his patience, are all a confirmation of 
his majeſty: Ye immortal powers ! I thank 

for your bounty ; my fortune is made 
Ah ! my dear wife, how much ſhall I rejoice 
you with the news of my felicity. 


The ſurgeon entered Puri/on's chamber 
with joy painted in his face, and ſtrait threw 
himſelf on his knees. Riſe fir, ſaid the king, 
think what you pleaſe, but be careful that no 
one penetrates what you ſuſpect; if you are 
wanting in this point, you will never ſee me 


— 7 
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After the prince had ſaid this in a reſolute 
tone, the ſurgeon gave him an account of 
what things had paſſed; and particularly, 
what ſhe faid on her delivery. In raptures 
the king heard, that Urgocine- had reſiſted a 
baſe rival, and thanked the gods for their fa- 


vours conferred on her he loved, 


Whilſt the ſurgeon dreſſed. his wounds, 
which were near well, his thoughts were em- 
ployed on Urgocine, whom he wiſhed ta fee, 
that he might learn whether abſence. had pre» 


Judiced him in her heart, 


- 
U 


She was not leſs pious SORE Gs for her 
lover; but here I muſt inform the 
that  Tofimin had been affected with her miſ- 


treſs's unhappy 2 and attributing it to 


her own treachery, ſhe conſeſſed her fault, 
and endeavoured — ſhed with the ut- 


moſt ſincerity, to waſh away the remem- 
brance, and boat www win t. 


rogcine aflured *. ſhe would e! 
alt aults, but inſiſted that ſhe ſhould return 
the preſents to Puriſton; for ſhe was not a 
little 0 that the man whom ſhe ht 
of common rank, ſhould be ſo thoroughly 
maſter, even of her thoughts ; but again ſhe 
conſidered, that from her own mquth, he 
had received frequent” aſſurances of — 
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and had never abuſed the confidence repoſed 
in him: beſides, fays ſhe, this is a confi - 
dence I owe him for — received. 

Tofimin offered to go to Puriſton's houſe, 
to know if he was there, and if he was cu- 
red of his wounds. Urgocine oppoſed it at 
firſt, but her inclination got the better of her 
reaſon ; ſhe permitted it, on condition that 
ſhe would be cautious that her character 
might not ſuffer, and that ſhe ſhould not 
own ſhe. had received: her miſtreſs's "pare 
miſſion. 


While theſe things paſſed at Senagſe, the 
officer who had arreſted * Mitoſs arrived at the 
_ Cro/egol being informed of it went to 

I have not cauſed you to be arreſted, 
fag he to Mitaſn, looking at him with good 
humour, for your love of my daughter; it is 
natural at your age, and to do all you can to 
merit a return; therefore young man, who- 

ever you are, do not be the Eat uneaſy at 
your detention, it will ſoon be over; there 
only requires your ſpeaking with- awry 
whatever you know of her. 


Mitaſu, who did not expect the firſt 4 
niſter was ſo well acquainted with his affairs, 
gave an exact account of his own concerns, 


hi had betwee: | 
. 
Croſegel 


A 


* 
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Croſegol, in his turn, was ſurprized at the 
youth's report; being convinced that this 
was the man of whom his father had given 
him notice, he aſked the youth a thouſand 


queſtions on the ſubject of his daughter's 


love for Puriſton, and racked his mind to 
think who this ſtranger could be. 


had declared he was entirely igno- 
rant who he was, but being jealous, and 
notwithſtanding what had happened was not 
leſs in love, he ſpoke in the moſt unfavour- 
able terms of his rival, and aſſured the mi- 


niſter, that his daughter was prepoſſeſſed in 


favour of a ſtranger, that he had the great- 


eſt reaſon to ſuſpect of not the beſt deſigns, 


and that he poſſeſſed the arts of flattery and 
ſeduction in a very high degree. 


The miniſter was more uneaſy than be- 
fore, and undetermined what to do in this 
important affair; he had no doubts with 
reſpect to his daughter's ſecurity, concluding 


ſhe was ſafe in the cuſtody of the governor, 


and had too good an opinion of his daughter, 
to fear ſhe would be wanting to her honour 


or duty, but it was her heart that he made 


his capital object. 


At that time he was negociating an adyan- 
tageous match for her, and ſagacious as he 
n | Was, 
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was, he knew, that if his daughter loved 
another, inſtead of making her happy, he 
ſhould render her miſerable. Out of pater- 
nal affection he became more ſevere, ha- 
ving wiſh'd that Urgocine's heart might have 
remained free, that in giving her to the huſ- 
band he had choſe for her, ſhe might be happy. 


This was, doubtleſs, a natural and wor- 
thy defign; but few daughters there are, 
that can in this point pay ſubmiſſion to the 
orders of a father. Love will not obey the 
caprices of rank or diſtinction, nor yet pater- 
nal authority, as He acknowledges not any 
but his own, and proves himſelf an abſolute 
ſovereign. | 


Reflections of this nature filled the mind 
of the miniſter for the whole day, nor was 
he at night more determined in bs reſolves. 
Next day he ordered Mitaſu into his pre- 
ſence, and after aſking a few more queſtions, 
determined to ſend him back to his father, 

with ſtrict orders, not to permit his return to 
Senacſo; but the arrival of a courier from 
the king's lieutenant at that city, made him 
change his reſolution. He trembled on read- 
ing the letters he received, at the riſques to 
which he had expoſed his daughter, and 
found great ſatisfaction in hearing of her 
virtue, and the courage with which ſhe had 
preſerved her honour, With tears of joy. 

| trickling 
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trickling from his cheeks, he thanked the 
gods for effecting her deliverauce. 


Recovering from the effects of paternal 


tenderneſs, he reflected on the order from the 


king, which had occaſioned this ſurprizing 
revolution ; he knew that this prince was 
perfectly acquainted with moſt things that 
paſſed in his realm, but it filled him with 
wonder, to find that the king bad carried his 
attention to ſuch minute objects; beſides, it 
ſeemed by what had happen ed, that he muſt 
have correſpondents in the kingdom, which 
he had not before ſuſpected. 


This ſentiment of jealouſy ſoon vaniſhed; 
the conſciouſneſs of his own conduct made 
him eaſy. What gave him great concern 
was, the filence that was kept with regard to 
Puriſton, of whom Mita ſn had ſaid ſo much. 
It did not appear natural, that a ſtranger, 
who had given riſe to ſo many events ſhould 
be forgot ; he imagined, from what he knew 
of the affair, that there was ſomething ex- 
traordinary in all this which was not known, 
but which was, nevertheleſs, the principle 
ſpring from whence all theſe events aroſe. 


This conjecture was too important not to 
merit exact penetration; but who could he 
entruſt with the delicate commiſſion of 
Watching his daughter, and giving him an 

| 3 2 account 
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zccount of what paſſed at Senacſo ? durſt he 
depend on any one in that city? No cer- 
tainly; therefore, he determined to chuſe 
ſome perſon who had no connections in it; 
from whoſe account he might be better able- 
to judge in this affair. | 


A ſudden thought, at laſt, determined his: 
choice, and ai was the perſon fixed on, 
as being jealous from his love, which added 
to the pleaſure he would take in obliging a 
father, who had influence over his beloved 
object, would ſpur him on to find out what 
the miniſter much wanted to know; viz. if 
his daughter really held a commerce with 
this ſtranger, whoſe country and quality this 
youth was to find out if poſſible. 


The miniſter did not doubt his exactneſa, 
as Mitaſn accepted the commiſſion with ſo 
much inclination, He ſet out, and ſoon 
after bis arrival at Senacſo, found the means, 
by a ſlave, whom his kberality had devoted 
to his ſervice, to conceal himſelf in Urgocine's. 
houſe, and to be able to obſerve every. thing 
that paſſed, WH 


If the firſt miniſter racked his mind to fa» 
thom an event, of which he was not able to 
imagine the cauſe, Urgocine was not leſs em- 
barraſſed with. what Nedonſo had diſcouered 
to her, in a viſit he had made her from 

\ | : | P ur iſton. 
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Puriſton, He had come to defire permiſſion 


for this prince to ſee her, and could not help 
letting her know, that ſhe had many reaſons 
to engage her to grant this petition. 


Ur gocine had diſcernment enough to be 
| ſenſible, that this was not ſpoke without 
ſome foundation. She would have engaged 
the ſurgeon to have explained himſelf, but he 
recalled to mind the commands of Puriſton, 
and was too much on his guard to fay any 
thing further. - 


Urgocine perceived his reſerve and perplex- 
ity, but ſhe was willing to appear ſatisfied; 
ſhe was curious to find the bottom of this 
enigma, which ſhe could not ſolve ; but ſhe, 
notwithſtanding told him, that he might aſ- 
| ſure Puriften, that the ſhould be glad to find 

him able to pay her a viſit. 


Puriflon had doubts that abſence might 
have injured the intereſts of his love; but 
heard with rapture, that he had permiſſion 
to ſee Urpocine, This condeſcenſion he 
ſcarce durſt flatter himſelf with the hopes of 
obtaining, and immediately went to vifit her. 
On emtering the hoiſe, be met Tofimin, 
whom he ſpoke to in a whiſper; but ſhe 


anſwered him with an air, that times were 


altered; that ſhe had obtained her miſtreſs's 
pardon for paſt perfidy : and to convince = 
| FAY king 
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king of her ſincerity, ſhe offered back the 
diamond and the money he had given her, 


In vain he objected, ſhe let them fall at 
his feet and ran away; on which he ordered 
Junitor, who followed. him, to take them 
up. The prince began to fear this was a 

relude to ſome misfortune in his love; this 

idea affected him; he entered Urgocine's 
apartment trembling, like a man who is going 
to appear before his judge. 


His viſag? appeared pale, and ſo much 
altered, that Urgocine was greatly moved at 
the ſight ; and if ſhe had followed the tender 
ſentiments of her heart, ſhe would have de- 
ferred till another day, the ſtroke ſhe had 
with difficulty prepared for him ; but ſhe had 
premeditately taken her reſolution, and ſted- 
faſtly began to put it in execution. 


“% You love me, Puriffon, (ſaid ſhe) 
« when he was ſeated, I am perſuaded of 
« it, and have not any reaſon to doubt it: 
&* it would be in vain for me to deny being 
* ſenſible to this love, and to all that you 
have done for me. = 


-' 


I am fincere; your reſpect has pleaded 
« equally in your favour with the ſervices 
you have done me; if I was at liberty to 
give you certain proofs of it, I ſhould do 

it 
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© it freely; but Puriſton, my virtue, my du 
<< ty, the obedience I owe my father, all 
« oblige me to declare to you-» we muſt part, 


„„This declaration gives you pain, I read 
5 it in your eyes, but if you love me truly, 
“ you will not add to my grief by making 
„ me a witneſs of yours, I requeſt of you 
« this proof of your love, can you be ( 
« cruel as to refuſe me“? 


n Notwithſtanding Purifton expected ſome 


chagrin, he did not imagine it would be of 
this nature; and though it was in his power 
to prevent any future uneaſineſs, by diſcover- 
ing himſelf, he was ſtruck dumb with what 
Urgocine had ſaid. 


„ You do not anſwer me, (continued 
<« ſhe) can you heſitate to grant my defire ? 
« IT cannot help ſaying yet further, that my 
« opinion of your virtue was ſo t, that 
« ] fancied you would be the Erff to ſuſtain 
% my reſolution, and that knowing the ne- 


<« ;ceflity of a parting ſo 

% Ah! -dear'Urgocine, what is it you ex- 
ce pect of me, (interrupted Pur iſſon, joining 
6 bs hands, and looking at her with the 


__ <«<-utmoſt- tenderneſs) I love you more than 


«ever man yet loved; and can you think 
e2 \ . ** 4 that 
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« that I have power to pronounce an adieu 
« which may part us for ever. 

Speak not of ſervices done you, I build 
« not on them, nor ſhould ever recall them 
% to your remembrance; but, charming 
« Urgocine, let the love that you have inſpi- 
% red me with be my interceſſor, and move 
« you to change this cruel ſentence. 


Have you forgot the dreadful ſtate to 
4 which your rigours had reduced me ? why 
« did you'not then permit me to die ? why 
« have you reſtored me life to deprive me 
« of it by greater cruelty; ah] you never 
loved me. -— 


Stop ingrate, (faid Urpocine weeping, 
“ vou f . Sh is the fartheſt from 4 
0 Did never love you? from whence 
comes it then, that I have made ſo many 
« fruittefs efforts to fly your too dear pre- 
« ſence? If you were indifferent to me, 
« ſhould I regard your love? I ſhould be 
«=eaſy, and not eſteem as any thing your in- 
« quietude; nor ſhould I talce the pains to 
« excuſe my rigours, I here declare that I 
* love you, and that your abſence will give 
„ me the .greateſt palin, and, perhaps, en- 
„ £ {no IR 


1 
i 

1 
E 


— 


102 FEMALE BANISHMENT, ar 


This declaration was too deciſive, and 
pronounced with too much paſſion for Pu- 
riſton to doubt his good fortune; he believed 


that in the preſent emotion with which he 


ſaw Urgocine tranſported, he ought to at- 
tempt every thing for a -proof which had 
coſt him ſo dear. | 


He threw himſelf on his knees, ſeized one 
of her hands, aud gave vent to a grief, 


which he knew to affect at that inſtant. bet- 


ter than to feel, with all the vivacity which 
was neceſſary to bring his 7 to bear. 
« You love me, Urgecine, (ſaid he, png 


_ « a Janguiſhing gh) and yet you woul 
am 


& deſtroy me. Ah but too. ſenſible 
c of the cauſe of the cruel. blow you have 
„ prepared for me; you deſpiſe a lover 


whom fortune has humbled at your feet; 


© but if I was of an elevated rank, you 
© would perhaps 1 | 


< You would not be more, fortunate (in- 
t terrupted Urgocine impaticntly.) Go you 
are not worthy of me; it proceeds from 
& your not knowing me, that you don't ren- 
« der 12 to my ſentiments. What 
% would you have me think ? (replied Puri/- 
« ton eagerly) You tell me that we muſt 


part, perhaps for ever; what can I con- 


«clude from ſo rigorons a treatment? 
* * That 
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$ That I love you, Puriſton (replied Urgo- 
* cine, looking at him tenderly) that I have 
« virtue to preſerve, which ought to get 
«© the better of my paſſion, and that I de- 
“ pend on a father“ So many conſi- 
ee derations (interrupted Puriſton very ear- 
e neſtly) are incompatible with a love 
« which J perceive you have not. My hopes 
ce are at an end; every thing declares me 
& loſt: I ought to believe it and terminate 
“ my misfortunes. Adieu ! cruel maid! this 
« poniard, the laſt reſource of an unfortu- 
6 nate lover, will deliver ws for ever from 
<« a man who was only deſirous of living for 
66 vou. 


In pronouncing theſe words, with the ap- 
pearance of the livelieſt paſſion, Puri/ton 
ſeemed juſt ready to ſtrike the fatal blow. 
« Stop, deareſt Puri/?on” cried Urgocine, her 
eyes ſwimming in tears, and throwing her- 
ſelf into his arms, Live if thou loveſt me, 
« or if you are determined to deſtroy me 
« by the cruel blow, ſuffer me to prevent 
« thee by dying before thy eyes. 


« Thus then you recall me to life (replied 
& Puriſton, mournfully letting fall his dag- 
« ger) that I may periſh by ſlow degrees in 
« your abſence : you will have it ſo, and 
© not permit me to die in your preſence, 
« but condemn me to ſuffer more than the 
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pain of dying a thouſand times, by driving 
6 me from you. Ah, well, cruel maid, 
ec you ſhall be ſatisfied ; I go, and ſhall con- 
ce ceal for ever from you my wretchedneſs ; 
«© be happy in the arms of a lover of greater 
« diſtinction, or with a huſband whom the 
ambition of a father may ſoon give you. 
* Io to die, and ſhall no longer be an ob- 
« ſtacle to your views. 


As ſoon as Puriſton had ſaid this, he took 
his poniard, and was going away with a very 
. feared that 

he was about to deſtroy himſelf, and trem- 
bling with the greateſt agitation, ran after 
him, in hopes to call him back and calm 
him, and likewiſe to oblige him to promiſe 
that he would not make any attempt upon 
his life. She thought ſhe ſaw him run into 
her chamber; ſhe flew after him: „Stop, 
dear Puri/ton,” cried - ſhe, ſeizing him 
whom ſhe took for her lover, Return, or 


-. << Jet me die this inſtant.” In vain ſhe 


ſtrove to ſtop him; he broke from her; ſhe 
called, but he did not anſwer, and was ſoon 
entirely gone. 


Who would have believed that Urgocine 
was addrefling this tender diſcourſe to the 
traitor Mitaſn; he had heard part of her 


- converſation with Puri/lon, and found that he 


was beloved, He had juſt left his lurking 


I 
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place, in hopes to ſurprize them, and was 
near being taken in his own trap; flight was 
his ſecurity, or he would have been detected 
and puniſhed by Urgocine, who was muc 1 


enraged apainſt him from what ſhe had heard 
of Tofimin, | 


The facility he had found of concealing 
himſelf in Urgocrne's apartment, gave birth 
to a deſign as daring as deteſtable. In 
ce caſe of failure, ſaid he, and ſhe dares ta 
«© menace me, I ſhall reproach her by ſay- 
«ing, I exact nothing more than what ſhe 
« grants my rival, and I will threaten in'niy 
turn to publiſh her love and complaiſance 
for Puriſton : the fear of her father, and 
a regard for her reputation may force 4 
compliance. If this happens, ſhe will be 
& obliged, in order to repair her honour, to 
« -marry me; then I ſhall be at the height 
* of my ambition, If my ſcheme ſhould 
« not ſucceed, I will ſend word to Creſegol, 
* that Puriſton was the perfon, and I will 
« get this accuſation backed by the flaves ;' 
«« fo that at the worſt I ſhall deſtroy my 
rival.“ 5 


388 8 


However extravagant theſe ideas were, 
Mitaſn believed them reaſonable, and in- 
tended the next night to put his deſign in 
practice. He fancied that he had got rid of 
Puriſton for ſome time, and determined ta 

* ö take 
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take ſome advantage of this opportunity, As 
Urgocine was not ſuſpicious, it was not diffſi- 
cult for him to hide himſelf in her apart- 
ment; Tofimin had good-naturedly intro- 
duced him to moſt of the rooms, and he had 
obſerved that the ſervants ſlept at a conſider- 
able diſtance from their lady, which he 
thought would facilitate his intention to ſur- 


Whilſt the daring Mitaſu premeditated 
this projet, Puriſton had conceived one 
which bore ſome reſemblance _ to it, but 

with a different view: more and more ſatis- 
fied with Urgocine's prudence, he was re- 
ſolved only to have one further proof -before 
he decided in her favour. The deſign was 
as bold as that of Mitaſn; for he intended 
to ſurprize her the ſame night, and throwing 
himſelf at her feet, to declare himſelf a Mi- 
lefian prince, whom the reputation of her 
charms had brought amongſt the Gauls, to 
ſay every thing that the moſt ardent tender- 
neſs could inſpire, and try if her virtue was 
proof againſt the promiſes and- plighted faith 
which he intended to offer her. | 


But in caſe this did not ſucceed, he in- 
tended again to draw his poniard, and try if 
ſhe would not yield to fears what ſhe refuſed 
to promiſes: after this proof, the king's in- 
tention ' was to ſet out for court without 
58 | taking 
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taking leave of her, and there to declare his 
intended nuptials, which he propoſed ſhould 
be celebrated with grandure. 


Inſtead of leaving the houſe after his con- 
verſation with Urgocine, as ſhe believed, he 
flipped into a lumber-cloſet, intending there 
to wait the hour moſt proper to execute his 
ſcheme, 


Urgocine little thought of the dangers that 
were preparing; ſhe wept bitterly at the 
imaginary ones her lover- ran. She repented 
a thouſand times the having ſuffered him to 
go, without exacting a promiſe that he 
would not attempt his life. - In vain her con- 
fidante ſtrove to comfort her; ſhe would not 
liſten to any philoſophic conſolation, hut 
ſooner than uſual retired to her bed, that ſhe. 
might with the greater liberty indulge her 
grief. 


Puriſton waited impatiently for the favour- 
able moment to execute bis project, and 
perceiving a deep ſilence in Urgocine's apart - 
ment, he came from his cloſet as ſoftly as 
poſſible, and approached her chamber: he 
was juſt entering it, when he heard a voice, 
as if in earneſt diſcourſe, and liſtening with 
the utmoſt attention, was filled with ſurprize 
on finding it to be a man, proteſting to lòve, 
and in the ſame breath vowing to force 

K 3 Urgocine 
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4 N if ſhe refuſed to comply with his 
will, 


Immediately ſhe ſhrieked, on which the 
prince, tranſported with fury, ruſhed into 
the room, and finding it dark, for Mrtaſn 
had extinguiſhed the light, he felt around 
until he got to the bed, where he ſeized the 
villain by the arm, and with uplifted po- 
niard ſtruck freely, crying out, Receive, 
«© wretch, the puniſhment due for thy baſe 
intent.“ 


Tofimin, alarmed with the cries, ſtarted 
from her bed, and alarmed the houſe. The 
flaves ſoon came together, each holding 
lights or ſome defenſive weapon, and ran to 
Urgocine's apartment, where they ſaw her 
lie as if dead, and the quilt of the bed all 
ſtained with blood. She is dead (cried one 
& of the ſlaves) where is the aflaſlin ?” 


They perceived Puriſtan at her fide inani- 
mate as a ſtatue. Aſtoniſnment, rage, grief, 
had all joined to deprive him of ſentiment ; 
he ſtood with his eyes fixed on the object of 
his love; but the Nlaves did not permit him 
to remain long in this lethargic ſtate ; they 
fell on him as the aſſaſſin, and if the ſtew- 
ard had not interpoſed, the prince would 
then have breathed his laſt, | 


60 Scize 
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„ Scize the monſter (cried the ſteward) 
* a common death is not a ſufficient puniſh- 
„ ment, I'll fee him broke on the rack; 
bring him hither ;” which they 1 
ately complied with. 


In the mean time Nedonſo, coding that 
the prince did not return to his houſe, though 
the night was far advanced, went to Urge- 
cines, to know what was become of him. 
He was ſtopt at the door by the noiſe that the 
late event had cauſed. He aſked the porter 
what was the matter, who without anſwer- 
ing beckoned him to come into the houſe, 
where he found, by confuſed reports, ſome 
great misfortune had happened, 


He ſtraight went to Uygocine's chamber, 
where the firſt thing he ſaw was Puriſton, 
whom four men were binding. © Stop (ſaid 
he, running up to them) you don't know 
„„ who it is yau treat thus; learn— &© Be 
% ſilent, Nedonſo, (cried Puriſton, who was 
recovering from his aſtonithment) ſay no 
4 more, but run to the affiſtance — the 
&© moſt worthy of her ſex; it is ſufficient for 
« you to know that I am the moſt criminal 
« of mankind, and that I have merited the 
0 greateſt of puniſhments,” 


The ſurgeon, convinced that Puriſion had 
his reaſons for ſpeaking in this manner, ſet 


" Var about 
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about to obey his orders, and approached the 
bed. Urgacine was in Tofimin's arms, who, 
with the reſt of the women, was makin; 

great lamentations, which had recalled their 
miſtreſs from her ſwoon : ſhe aſked, with a 
faultering voice, what all this meant, and 
ſeemed to have forgot every thing that had 
happened, 


Puriſton, to whom the ſound of that dear 
voice rendered all his faculties, which he 
ſeemed to have loſt, eaſily diſengaged him- 
ſelf from the people who were tying him, 
and threw himſelf on his knees before her. 
_« You ſee, ſaid he, at your feet the monſter 
© who, in ſtriving to deliver you from the 
„ hands of a villain, has been fo unfortu - 
© nate as te commit the greateſt of all 
„ crimes; and you, faithful ſlaves, who ſee 
© the cruel ſtate into which I have thrown 
«© your miſtreſs, why don't you pierce me 
« with a thouſand ſtabs? I ſhall forgive 
« you; for I deſerve them all.” 


Lal 


Nedonſo, during this, was examining Ur- 
gocine's wound ; the ſtroke had paſſed under 
the arm, and had only perforated the fleſh. 
He could not help teſtifying his joy at thiz 
diſcovery. ©* There is no danger (ſaid he to 
„the people who ſtood by;) the wound is 
only in the fleſh, in four days it will be 

well ; 
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<c well ; let every one retire, that I may be 


« able to dreſs it. 


Though theſe words in ſome degree ap- 
peaſed the ſlaves, yet they conſidered Puri/- 
ton as guilty of the attempt to commit mur- 
der, and flew on him a ſecond time, inſiſting 


that he ſhould be delivered to the officers of 


juſtice, who were at the door, 


It was in vain for Nedonſo to endeavour to 
hinder this affront, by ſetting forth that the. 


ſtranger was more unfortunate than criminal, 
and that the wound had been given by ſtri- 
ving to deliver Urgocine from ſome danger, 
of which they were ignorant: all ſignified 


nothing. The magiſtrate, who entered the 
room, bid the ſurgeon mind his patient; 


« As to the reſt (ſaid he) we ſhall take care 
© not to decide this man's fate without good 
* evidence, 


Prejudice generally miſleads us: Urgocine, 
who had believed herſelf mortally wounded, 


no ſooner heard that there was no danger, 


but fear vaniſhed, ſhe came to her ſenſes and 
ſpoke with eaſe. There remained only with 
her Tofimin, the ſurgeon, and two women 
ſlaves. When her wound was dreſſed, ſhe 


aſked Tofimin what ſhe thought of the acci- 
dent, and how ſhe ought to behaye to a; 


PU, 
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man whom ſhe had much eſteemed, after tn 
horrid action he had committed. 


“ Could you have believed (ſaid ſhe, in 
4 the utmoſt agitation, that Puriſton, ſo ap- 
<« parently timid and reſpectful, has had the 
<« temerity to conceal himſelf in my apart- 


'« ment, and to attempt my virtue. This 


« feems improbable ; nevertheleſs it is true. 
« Moſt unnaturally far he has carried his 
4 cruelty; for becoming deſperate on my. 


4 reſiſtance and cries, he — me a ſtab, 


« which he ſuppoſed would terminate my 
& life, Ah, heavens! who could have be- 
ac Jjeved that I ſhould have been ſo weak as 
<<, to perſuade myſelf that this man had a 


44 4 ſhare of probity than the reſt of 
« hi 


s ſex] I lived in this error, and put my 
f 


* confidence in him, and ſuffered myſelf 


4 inſenſibly to be carried away by a too fa» 


« yourable prepoſſeſſion.“ 


Urgecine, while ſhe pronounced theſe 
words, could not help ſhedding a, flood of 
tears; but Nedonſo was too much attached 
to Puriſton, and too greatly prepoſſeſſed with 

of g ſoul, to give 
any credit to this account. 


© Take care, madam,. ſaid he, (after: 
« having deſired her to make herſelf eaſy) 
are not deceived in this melan- 
E. 2 : f 5 ; ; C6 choly. 
4 i 
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4 choly affair, or at leaſt that you do not 
c confound objects. The brave Puriſtan is 
© incapable of ſuch an action; I know his 
“ manner of thinking too well: he reveres 
« you too much ta admit even ſuch an idea to 
4 his mind. No, there is ſome fatal ſecret . 
& in this affair, which will be diſcovered 
© ſooner or later. If I might adviſe, they 
&« ſhould not truſt to appearances, nor yet 
- © to the grief with which the ſtranger is op- 
c preſſed; in the condition he ſeemed to be, 
&« I ſhould not wonder to hear he preſſed 
< his judges to puniſh him for a crime he 
« did not commit deſignedly. 


* KRecollect, madam, if you can, that he 
e whom you ſuppoſe guilty, threw himſelf 
© on his knees before you, at the time that 
« you ſeemed recovering from your ſwoon, 
and declared his innocence to you and the 
« horror he felt. Did he not exclaim aloud, 
That he was a monſter, that in intending 
& to deliver you from the power of a vil- 
« Jain, he had committed the moſt dreadful 
« action?“ „ Theſe were almoſt the words 
ec he uſed, and if ane may give faith to them, 
c (and they appear very probable) he is not 
4 ſo culpable as he is ſuppoſed.” 


Urgocine, who remembered what Nædonſe 
ſpoke: of, was buried for ſome moments, in a 
profound reſvery, and then declared that. 

FF. *_ RR 
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There was a myſtery in this affair, which 
& ſhe could not comprehend, 1 ws may 
* be leſs criminal than I at firſt ſuppoſed, 
© continued ſhe ; but is it poſſible for him 
de to have concealed himſelf in my apart- 
«© ment, during the night without ſome de- 
« ſtgn? The contrary I believe is inconteſt- 
© able. If that is true, why did he come 
c there; what were his projects? How can 
«you excuſe an action that appears ſo ſuſpi- 
« cious ? however well inclined you may be 
© to do it, I believe it impoſſible to clear 
on him.” p 


The jealous Nedonſo began to defend this 
part of Puriſton's conduct, when ſomebody, 
knock'd at the chamber door ; Tofimin went 
to receive the meſſage, but was ſome time 
before ſhe returned; at laſt, ſhe came run- 
ning with an air of aſtoniſhment. 


c Ah! (cried ſhe) how madam, will you 
<« repent having ſuſpected the brave Puriſlon 
« of being guilty of a crime, of which he 
&« is incapable, when you learn that it is to 
«© him, that you owe, yet a third time, 
« your honour and your life, You are ſur- 
<« prized at what I tell you; I will not keep 
<« you longer in ſuſpence. PO ka hs 


ee Know then, that the ſoldiers of the 
& guard have ſtopt two ſlaves who were run- 
| N E © ning 
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& ning away; they are brought here on a 
“ ſuſpicion that they belong to you. One 
© of the traitors I know, and the other I 
& wiſh I had never known; (here Tofimin 
% could not help bluſhing) it is that villain 
« Mitaſn, whom you have ſeen with Puriſ- 
& ton; the wretch who introduced himſelf. 
& into the family, only to cauſe all the un- 
„ eaſineſs we have ſuffered. f 


© Now we have learned who he is, and 
* his deſigns, as you will ſee by the letters 
« that are found upon him; your ſteward 
„ has examined him, and by the. depoſition 
&« of the {hve whom he had bribed, there is 
« no doubt, but he is the author of all the 
& miſchief that has happened to night,” 


This account ſtruck Urgocine with aſtoniſh- 
ment. Have I been ſo unjuſt, (faid ſhe) to 
&« ſuſpect a man, to whom I owe repeated 
© obligations ? Run Tmin for the letters, 
« perhaps I may find out things that I am at 
<«*preſent unacquainted with; loſe no time 
& to procure evidence which may releaſe 
«. Puriſton; | begin to perceive my error in 
cc ſuſpecting him. v5 | 


However impatient Nedonſo was to ſee 
the ſecret cleared up, he remonſtrated to. 
Urgocine, that ſhe ought to defer further en- 
quiry of this myſterious affair till the 7 

1 7 ays 
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day, for fear that too great an agitation 
might prejudice her health ; to this ſhe yield- 
ed, though very anxious to be informed of 
the paſt tranſactions, on the ſurgeon's aſſuring 
her that he would, without loſs of time, 
make the moſt diligent enquiry into every 
circumftance relating to Puriſton. 


He then retired, and though the night was 
1 far advanced, ran to the priſon where they 
had confined the prince, and begged to be 
admitted; but without ſucceſs. ar from 
being uneaſy, the king of the Gauls would 
have been diverted at his priſon, and the ſin- 

larity of the adventure, where the ruler of 
the ſtate was put into confinement by virtue 
of his own laws, had it not been for the un- 


caſineſs he felt on Urgocine's account. 


« Perhaps, (ſays he) ſome: of my fellow 
« priſoners may be confined as unjuſtly as 
c myſelf, but hereafter: I will put a check 
«© upon the tyranny and arbitrary power of 
* magiſtrates, who ſhall. not impriſon any 
- man without firſt hearing his defence.” 
The King then began to reflect with-wan« 
der, who could dare to conceal himſelf in 
 Urgacine's chamber. If Siniſtin, or Orinon 
| had been alive, his doubts would have fell 
| on them; but at laſt he concluded, that it 
| muſt be ſome ſecret: admirer of Urgecine's, 
8 Who 
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who having eſcaped, might make more at- 
tempts yy Bona in his criminal projects; 
and in caſe a misfortune ſhould happen, 
4 can I avoid, (ſaid he) the accuſing myſelf- 
„of being the cauſe, by not preventing it 
„ by an open declaration of my affection. 
« Why do I delay to recompence a virtue, 
„ of which I have ſuch inconteſtible proofs ? 
«© Have I not carried my, dithdence to an un- 
e juſtifable length? 


After theſe reflections, the king determi- 
ned to diſcover himſelf, and yield entirely 
to his love, and not expoſe to more danger: 
her whom he prized. above life ; but a freſh 
idea that occurred to his mind with-held him; 
he thought it beſt, in his preſent ſituation, , 
to gain information how. Urgocine. would. be- 
have to him in confinement.. 


Another motive he had for concealing 
himſelf, which was, that he might ſee whe». 
ther juſtice was well adminiſtered. in his: 
kingdom, and if- the judges were ſufficiently: 
careful to diſtinguiſh. the innocent from the 
guilty: this indeed was his time to have a- 
authentic proof. This, point being decided, . 
he determined to let the proceedings go on, 
and to bring every proof in his power to ſhew: 
his innocence. | . 


Urgecine- 
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Urgocine, who had no reaſon to ſuppoſe 
her lover ſo tranquil, early the next morn- 
ing, cauſed the letters found in Afitaſn's 
pocket to be brought to her, that ſhe might 
find if poſſible, the juſtification of a lover, 


for whoſe ſafety ſhe was very anxious, 


Amongſt other unexpected articles, ſhe 
found to her ſurprize, that Mitaſn, under 
the diſguiſe of a ſlave, was the ſon of the 
governor by whom ſhe had been ſo well re- 
ceived; this information gave her room to 
form a great many conjectures : but ſhe be- 
came as. thunderſtruck on ſight of a letter 
from her father, couched in theſe terms, 


The MinisTER to Mitaſn. 


cc B E more attentive than ever in exami- 
6 ning my daughter and Puriſton; 
« what you have diſcovered of their intima- 
« cy furprizes me the more, as I could not 
cc have expected it. I approve of the means 
« you propoſe to gain certain proofs of their 
&© commerce; when you have ſucceeded, let 
c me know it; I ſhall then act in a pro- 
4 per manner: but let what will happen, 
above all things, be caretul to preſerve a 
« profound ſecreſy.“ 


Croſegol. 
This 
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This letter let Urgocine ſee that Mitaſn 
was a rival of Puriſton's, and that his jea- 
louſy made him endeavour to ruin her lover; 
ſhe trembled at his villany, and judged, after 
what had happened, that he would ftrive to 
blacken her in the opinion of him ſhe moſt 
revered, 


She was perplexed in this critical con- 
juncture what to determine on; ſhe at firſt 
thought of ſetting out directly, and to go 
and juſtify herſelf in her father's preſence, 
but all powerful love interpoſed, and checked 
her intentions How 5 cried ſhe, am I 
& capable of expoſing to the rage of a parent 
„the life of a man, who has employed that 
&« life ſo often in my ſervice. No, r 
bear the thought of abandoning him fo 
„ unjuſtly ; Puriſton is arreſted as a crimi- 
6 ke: he will doubtleſs periſh, unleſs I find 
„ the means of proving his innocence; it is 
4 proper that his preſervation ſhould be my 


6 firſt care, 
« But why do I juſtify him ſo eaſily ? 


& what certainty have I of his not being 
& ouilty? If even it ſhould be true, that 
= T owe my life to him a third time, ought 
I not to be as ſuſpicious of him as of the 
© other who attempted it? was he not con- 
e cealed in my apartment? what was his 

„ delign ? 


* 
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% deſign? whatever it was, did not he make 
me run the riſque of loſing my rgputa- 
tion? obſerved as I was by the traitor 
© Mitaſn, would it not have been ſufficient, 
if he had ſeen Puriſton leave my apart- 
ment, to have drawn from it the moſt 
vile conſequences againſt my honour ? 
yes doubtleſs, Puriſton is culpable, and it 
„is in vain for me to ſtrive to juſtify him.“ 

| I 


Nedonſo arrived at this inſtant ; what he 
told her of the rigour with which Puri/ten 
was confined, moved her, and threw her into 
great uneaſineſs; it was rumoured that ſhe 
would loſe her lover, for' that every circum- 
ſtance was againſt him: the judges, prepoſ- 
ſeſſed with the opinion of his guilt, were 
only embarraſſed in what manner they ought 
to puniſh him. They did not doubt his 
Felle, aſter what had happened, and his 

eing ſeized with the poniard in his hand, 
and that he was the author of the violence 
for which he was arreſted; appearances were 
ſtrongly againſt him, and the populace were 
unanimous that his trial weuld be ſhort and 
his puniſhment certain, 


Urgacine trembled on bearing this from 
Medonſo ; ſhe ordered her ſteward to be call'd 
to know, if, from the interrogations he had 
put to the ſlave, he had learned any thing 
that might be favourable te Puriſton. He 

anſwered 
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anſwered that Mitaſu would not confeſs any 
thing, but had deſired to be conducted to 
the governors, which was what they could 
not refuſe him. | 


As to the other ſlave, he had declared as 
has been ſaid before, that he had been bribed 
by To to permit him free entrance into 
the houſe; that he had let him in that night, 
but that he did not know on what deſign he 
came. This depoſition only ſerved to prove 
the perfidy of the ſlave, but did not clear the 
innocence of Puriſton. Urgacine ſighed, and 
judged with the moſt poignant grief, that it 
would be impoſſible to ſave him. l 

Whilſt ſhe was making theſe enquiries, 
the arrival of an officer from the king's lieu 
tenant was declared; he came to know how 
Urgocine did, and to defire the letters that 
concerned the priſoner, | | 


Urgocine would not give them up, her re- 
putation was concerned in them; and ſhe 
anſwered, ** ſhe would ſend them to her fa- 
ther, who might do as he pleaſed with: 
them; ſhe was not willing to give any 
* reafon for her conduct's being ſuſpected ;. 
her reputation was dear to her; ſhe judg- 
ed that her father was the moſt proper per- 

« fon to acquit or condemn her.“ 


The- 


— 
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The king's lieutenant had ſent thus, bes: 
cauſe Mitaſs had appealed to the letter of 
the firſt miniſter, as an inconteſtible proof 
in his favour, he was ſurprized at Urgocine's 
anſwer, ' and in perſon went to demand 
them; but Urgocine perſiſted in her refuſal, 


The lieutenant durſt not come to any ex- 
tremity, becauſe of her quality, and from 
what had happened to the governor was 
afraid of diſpleaſing her; he therefore ſent 
| Mitaſn to priſon, after telling him, © that 

* he would write to court, and that he 
e would treat him according to the orders 
* he ſhould receive.” 


Whilſt theſe things were paſſing, Puri/- 
ton's trial was preparing; he was firſt inter- 
rogated in the priſon, on the crime of which 
he was accuſed. The prince anſwered as he. 
had premeditated, and ſaid every thing that 
was proper to juſtify himſelf, and prove his 
innocence ;. and, as he thought the moſt ſure 
means. of- gaining credit to what he ſaid, was 
to ſpeak the truth, he began by explaining 
the ſervices he had rendered the miniſter's 
daughter, in preſerving her from the danger 
ſhe was expoſed to in their journey to Senac- 
%. He then declared his affection for her, 

and that, without ſuccefs, he had ufed every 
method in his power to pleaſe her. 4 
ter 
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After this declaration, he let them know 
the ſecond ſervice he had been ſo fortunate as 
to render her, and when they ſpoke of the 


crime that was imputed to him, he anſwered 
in theſe terms, 


« When perſons truly love, their thoughts 
& are continually employed on the object of 
6 their love, and are pleaſed with the moſt 
6e trifling things; to live in the ſame place 
„ with a miſtreſs, to go to places where 
« there is the leaſt chance of ſeeing her, to 
% Walk round the houſe in which ſhe lives, 
& are delicate pleaſures which afford infinite 
© joy, and which a lover is every moment 
„ ſeeking after; this has always been my 
& caſe, and this is what has occaſioned the 
c fatal event, for which I am at preſent, oh 
<« judges, conſtrained to appear before you. 


„On the night in which the misfortune 
«© happened, I was walking near Urgocine s 
&« houſe, meditating tenderly on the ſenti- 
c ments with which ſhe had inſpired me, but 
C was rouſed out of my pleaſing reſvery, by 
e the noiſe of a door opening at a few paces 
% from me. I was greatly ſurprized ; the 
« Jateneſs of the hour made me conclude, 
« that not any one could go in or out with- 
* out very eflential reaſons for it. A lover 
* is ever ſuſpicious; I dreaded that a mote 
ET; 
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<< happy rival was introduced: I approached 
«© trembling at this idea; they had not ſhut 
* the door, but left it half open; I made 
4 uſe of this favourable opportunity to enter 
© I ſtole to Urgocrne's apartment; the ſtran- 
$6 ger was conducted by a ſlave, and this 
4 ſlave, after he had introduced him, retired, 


& I had concealed myſelf, and ſuffered, 
« during this tranſaction, the moſt acute 
* torture, What! thought I, ſhall I} be 
& witneſs to my rival's happineſs ? has he ſu- 
<< perior merit? I then liſten'd with the ut- 
«© moſt attention, and to my ſurprize, found 
& that Urgocine was not in the leaſt concern'd 
& in this enterprize. 


„ A villain was going to make an attempt 
ce upon Her honour, he even proceeded to 
c the greateſt violence: tranſported with 
c rage I flew to him with my poniard in my 
& hand, ready to puniſh the monſter; I 
ce ftruck ; alas! you know the event. This 
« is my crime, for which I here wait your 
6 acquital or puniſhment,” 


The judges were aſtoniſhed, and dubious 
whether they ſhould give any faith to this de- 
poſition ſo different from that of Mitaſu, 
who declared that it was true, that he had 
introduced himſelf into Urgocine's houſe, but 
that it had been by order of her father, owing 

to 


» * 


Woman Har R. 2276 
to the advice he had received, that a ſtranger 
had endeavoured to ſeduce her, having found 
means to get admittance into her houſe, 


where, it was ſaid, he had done ſome trifling 
ſervices. | 


Mitaſn further -reported, that out of ear- 
neſtneſs to ſerve the firſt miniſter, he had diſ- 
guiſed himſelf as a ſlave to gain free admiſſi- 
on, in order to obſerve this man, whom they 
had ſo much reaſon to ſuſpect. 


After this, Mitaſn declared, that having 
. remarked, Puri/fton came to ſee Urgocine, 
and that he ſtaid in the houſe, as if he was 
about to execute ſome deſigns; he had took 
ſome pains to watch him, and had ſeen him 
ſteal into Urgocine's apartment; and that, in 
the beginning of the night, he had heard her 
cry out, on which he ran to her affiſtance, 
and found the traitor Puriſton treating her 
with the greateſt violence; that on his inter- 
poſing, the villain became furious, and either 
with intent to kill him, or Urgocine for her 
reſiſtance, ſtruck the fatal blow, which the 
whole city heard of with juſt horror: he ad- 
ded, that being afraid Puriſton would fly, he 
had prepared to run after, and puniſh him 
for his crime; and this had been conſtrued 
into his attempting to fly, and was the cauſe 
ol his arreſt, 1 


The 
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The judges were prepoſſeſſed in favour of 
this depoſition, becauſe Mitaſu inſiſted that 
- he had his authority from the firſt miniſter, 

and was the ſon of a governor whom they 
knew; and as a confirmation of the truth, 
Mitaſn deſired the proceſs againſt him might 
be removed to court, which they durſt not 
refuſe. 


Puriſton was a ſtranger, and would not diſ- 
cover any particulars relating to himſelf, 
which gave a ſuſpicious appearance; the 
judges were prejudiced againſt him, and de- 
clared, that if he had not better evidence of 
his innocence, they ſhould pronounce ſen- 
tence on him. He anſwered that he was ve- 
ry eaſy, that he depended on their ſagacity 
and equity, and from'a conſciouſneſs of his 
own innocence, ſhould with tranquility wait 
their determination, 


Urgocine was employed at this inſtant, in 
contriving ſchemes to ſave a lover, who, on 
reflection, appeared innocent; unexpectedly 
the officers of juſtice came into her houſe, 
to interrogate her concerning him. Their 
viſit threw her into a paſſion, but that ſhe 
might not do any thing that might bring 
danger on Puriſton, ſhe ſuppreſſed it, and 
in the moſt civil and polite manner, deſired 
them to enter her apartment. | 

T However 
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- However complaiſant they ſtrove to be- 
have, their preſence filled her with uneaſi- 
neſs, for ſhe conſidered them as perſons of 
conſequence, on whoſe report depended the 
life of 8 Strait they deſired to know 
the particulars of the inſult and injury ſhe 
had received. She ſaid every thing that 
might tend in' the leaft to juſtify hen, 
and prove his innocence. 


Prepoſſeſſion often makes people view 
things in a falſe light : the declaration that 
Urgocine had made in — s favour, was 
looked upon by theſe purblind judges, as a 
confirmation of the truth of Mitaſu's depoſi- 
tion, which gained credit from 2 know- 
ledge that he was a governor's ſon, and had 
ſpoke ſome things true; whilſt Puriſton, 
whom they believed a ſtranger, without 
friends or relations, was on the eve of periſh- 
ing, although he was innocent. 


Ah judges ! learn from this picture preſent- 

ed to your eyes, that when life depends on 

r. ſentence, you ſearch for the cleareſt 

— ; but if doubts ariſe, take the merciful 

ſide, for it is better to let a villain eſcape than 
murder an honeſt man. q 


The governor of Monbaſeo, that 
the life of his ſon was in danger, haſteted to 
ot. IT, L Senacſo, 


—— 
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Senacſo, and ordered Mitaſn to give him an 
exact account of his conduct: after having 
examined it carefully, he found that his ut- 


moſt intereſt would be required to ſave Mi- 


taſu, and did not a little dread that Puriſton's 
innocence would predominate in his favour, 
and that his criminal ſon would periſh as he 
deſerved. Urged by this fear, he went to 
court with the greateſt expedition, in order 
to procure the aſſiſtance of his friends. 


The judges, prepoſſeſſed as they were 
- apainſt the ſtranger, durſt not yet pronounce 
his ſentence. The king calmly reſolved to 
ſee whether innocence abandoned to itſcIf 
would triumph, and defended himſelf with 
ſo much addreſs that they could not, without 
the moſt flagrant injuſtice, condemn him. 


In the mean time, the firſt miniſter, ha- 
ving received advice of what was done from 
the king's lieutenant, was greatly enraged 
that Mitaſu had uſed his name, and diſcover- 
ed his. commiſhon in ſuch a manner, as 
would, of. courſe, affect his daughter's cha- 
racter: however angry he was with Urgocine, 
for a behaviour which he could by no means 
approve, he believed that in ſo delicate a 
— — oops poo ye ny tm 22 
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This induced him carefully to examine 
the proceſs which had been ſent him, and 
r Ranwogy that the letter which he had 
ſent Mitaſn, had not been produced, he ſent 
for anſwer to the judges that he did not 
know the | governs on, and that they 
ought to adminiſter juſtice, without having 
any _ to his falſe declaration. By this 
he diſengaged himſelf from being concerned 
in the affair, and prevented his daughter's 
character from being called in queſtion. 


They let Mitaſn know the contents of this 
letter ; he was ready to die through appre- 
henſion, thinking himſelf loft, and had not 
any hopes but in his father's protection. 
Purifton ſeemed now to triumph; this letter 
proved his innocence ; but what is not court 
intereſt, when arbitrarily directed, capable 
of effecting? A courier arrived the next day, 
whoſe diſpatches changed the face of things. 


Mitaſn's father had thrown himſelf at the 
firſt miniſter's feet, and had likewiſe uſed all 
the intereſt of his friends with ſuch ſucceſs, 
that the miniſter and ſeveral people of conſe- 

uence at court, wrote in favour of his ſon. 
he ſtranger's ruin was now decided; for 
the judges could not think of diſobliging ſo 
many perſons in I. they examined the 
— again, and as it was ſelf-evident that 
perſon was guilty» and without doubt it 

2 2 Was 
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was either Puriſton or Mitaſu, they deter- 
mined that the former ſhould be ſacrificed as 

the criminal, 


While they took this reſolution, ſo con- 
trary to juſtice and hurhanity, the king was 
engroſſed by the moſt generous cares, which 
proved him worthy of the dignity he was born 
to: he had learned from a perſon appointed to 
attend him, that there was in priſon a man, 
who had been ſhut up for thirty years 
without any one's ever penetrating the cauſe 
of his detention, He was aſtoniſhed at fo 
lingering a-puniſhment, and ardently wiſhed 
to know the cauſe. He ſpoke to his goaler 
of it, and promiſed him a reward proportion- 
ate to the danger of what he exaCicd of 


him. f 


It was not without great difficulty that he 
could bring him to accept the offer ; he had 
ſuch poſitive orders that not any body ſhould 
-ſpeak to this priſoner, and had been menaced 
with ſuch ſevere puniſhment in caſe he diſo- 
| beyed them, that he ſcarce durſt comply; 
but the all-powerful gold blinded his eyes 
and overſet his reſolution. With one hand 
de received the bribe, and offered the other 
to conduct Puriſton to the ſecret priſon. 


It was the midſt of night which the goaler 


had determined as the proper time to gain the 
reward, 
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reward, but with this limitation, that Pu- 
riſton aſter having once ſeen the unfortunate 
perſon ſhould never have, nor aſk to have, 
the liberty of ſeeing him again. 


The goaler had taken all neceſſary precau- 
tions to prevent a diſcovery, and to conceal 
the place of confinement even frgm Puriſten, 
he led him through ſeveral turnings and dark 
paſſages; when after having opened four 
doors, he ſhewed him into a dungeon which 
the light never entered, except by a ſmall 
opening in the cieling, which admitted ſo 


' ſmall a portion of day, that it could ſcarce be 


diſtinguiſhed from night. 


In this place, on ſtraw (become duſt by 
the length of time it had been in uſe) was ſeen 


extended at his length, the unhappy perſon, 


whoſe woes moved the prince to compaſſion, 
The life of the wretched man ſeemed almoſt 
worn out. Scarce had he ſtrength to raiſe his 
head to examine who wanted him: his eyes had 
been ſo many years deprivedof any raysof light 
ſtronger than what came through the top of 
his dungeon, that he was unable to bear thoſe 
of the flambeau which the king held: for 
which reaſon he turn'd his head anothe 

way, _ 7 


The priſoner appeared to be fourſcore 
years old, His * as white as ſnow, 
| 3 
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and his beard deſcended to his girdle ; a habit, 
which was ſcarce worthy of the name, hung 
in tatters round him, his legs and feet were 


naked, his ſkin was ſhrivePd on his bones, 
and he had leſs the appearance of a man than 
- of a living ſkeleton. FR 


Puriſton was greatly ſhocked at this ſight, 
after having examin'd for ſome time the 
miſery of this unfortunate man; * Is it 
«© poſſible, ſaid he, (not being able to re- 
« ſtrain the tears that ſtreamed from his 
eyes) that men can carry their inhumanity 
„ to this exceſs? What horrid crime can 
« merit it? Ah mortals! Have you no feel- 
„ ing! how can you treat with ſuch bar- 
{© barity a fellow creature.” 


The old man had not yet ſpoke, but 

appearing buried in profound wretchedneſs, 
turn'd himſelf, and without opening his eyes, 
aſked who it was that had ſo much tenderneſs 
and humanity as to ſeem affected with his 
miſeries. A man, a priſoner as you are, 
„ (replied Tanidan) who has been inform'd 
„% how long your ſufferings have endured, 
„ and ardently deſires not only to ſolace 
* your pains, but, if poſſible, to put an 
« end to them.” 


„ The gods be praiſed | (replied the old 
s priſoner.) It is more than thirty years 


e fince I have had the comfort of ſeeing a 
| « fellow- 
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4 fellow - creature. The cruelty of my ene- 
mies has been ſo exceſſive, that they have 
& baniſhed me from all converſe, like the 
<« vileſt of men; but do they at laſt ceaſe to 
© perſecute me? Has remorſe ſeized their 
„ hearts? Do they pity me? have they re- 
* aſſumed a humanity they had ſo totally 
„ thrown off? Shall I ſee, before I pay the 
tribute to nature, what is deareſt to me in 
© the world, and what I daily wept the loſs 
« of, whilſt I had in my body juices that 
% could become tears: Oh Blei my 
& dear and virtuous wife! No, no, [ flatter 
© myſelf with a vain hope; they have con- 
© fined me with too much cruelty, I can 
“ never view the light again, nor behold 
« the only thing which is able to make me 
„ wiſh to live, 


Theſe complaints much affected the king: 
from his pocket he drew a bottle contain. 
ing a rich. cordial, which he held to the 
mouth of the venerable priſoner, and after 
adminiſtering it with the moſt conſoling diſ- 
courſe, he requeſted to know the ſource of 
his misfortunes, with aſſurance that he 
would give him all the relief that was in 
his power. The old man thanked him for 
his kind wiſhes, and raiſing himſelf, thus 
began his ſtory. | 


L4 The 
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"THE 
HISTORY of VOLDY. 


8 C ARC E had I attained to years of diſ- 
cretion, before I began to feel the effects 
of my ill fortune. My father, the chief 
juſtice of Senacſo, I loſt in my infancy ; m 
mother periſhed along with him, by a Aſh 
of lightning attended with a clap of thunder, 
which ſplit our houſe from top to bottom, 
2nd the reſt of our family were killed by 
the ruins, except myſelf. Providence ſaved 
me betwixt two ſtone pillars, and a prieft of 
the temple, who ran like the reſt uf the 
town to ſee this dreadful misfortune, took 
me up, and as his brethren found that I was 
heir to a large fortune, they brought me up 
with all the neceſſary care to enable me to 


fill my father's poſt ; which was hereditary. 


When I was fifteen years old I entered 
upon the bufineſs of my office. Vapinute, 
who had officiated during my infancy, pro- 
miſed my friends that he would inſtruct me, 
and make me capable of filling the place my 
father had poſſeſſed: the propoſal was agree- 
able, and I was delivered up to his care. 
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The firſt objects that ſtruck my fancy on 
entering his houſe, were two young ladies, 
his daughters, near my own age, and very 
handſome; the one was named Dorifin, the 
other Matilan; the firſt was lively and en- 
tertaining, the ſecond. ſerious and tender. 
The fight of theſe girls gave me preat plea- 
ſure: and I found afterwards that they were 
not leſs glad to ſee me. I was tall and well- 
made, not 4 fool; and they imagined I was 

good- humoured. R 


We lived for ſome time with great reſerve: 
but at laſt grew very intimate, and were not 
eaſy when . little expecting what was 
to follow. Vapinute had obſerved our fami- 
Harity, and one day, whilſt I was innocently 
chatting with his daughters, and with ſome 
little witticiſms attempting to divert and 
amuſe them, Faddenly he came out of a cloſet 
adjoining, , and ſaid with, a furious air, 
Now, even now I am convinced of what 
] ſuſpected for ſome time: you ſeem to 
„be agreeably entertained with each other, 
© but F ſhall take care to put a ſtop to theſe 
proceedings. | 4 

We fell- on our knees before him; he 
drove his daughters from his preſence, but 
bade me riſe and remain with him. There 
bot. Is, but one way (ſaid he) to appeaſe me 
_ L 5 « with- 
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« without that I ſhall ſhew you no mercy. 
6 Thou haſt diſhonoured me, I do not 
& doubt, and nothing except. thy life, or 
what I exact of thee, can ſatisfy my juſt 
« reſentment.” .. | 


The tone in which theſe words were 
pronounced, and the frightful menace with 
which they were concluded, intimidated me; 
you may know what I choſe; at my age it 
was natural to love life, and do every thi 
to preſerve it, 3 


.  Vapinute ſaw my fear, and did all be 
could to increaſe it, and ſtill continued to 
threaten me. I threw myſelf again at his 
feet, and ſupplicated him with tears to have 
pity on my youth, aſſuring him that I would 
obey him in every thing. | 


_- This promiſe calmed him. Well (con- 
44 tinued he, ſoftening the tone of his voice) 
„ know what I expect of you: I am going 
ac to truſt you with a ſecret; but I declare 
« at the ſame time, that if you dare 
c to divulge it, I will ſacrifice you to my 
ic revenge in the moſt cruel manner.” I re- 
newed my proteftations; ye gods, who 
heard the propoſitions that he made ! could 
the eternal abyſs ever have produced any 
thing more horrid ? 7 


. * 
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dare 1 * (ſaid he) my 8 the hs 

c prevents my eſpo them, but the more 
* obſtacles I ind — e way to the grati- 
«« fication of my defires, the more ardent 
% are my — I haye contrived a way 
& to ſatisfy them, and have fixed my 
«© eyes on you to be the inſtrument of my 
„ happineſs. I ſhall make you eſpouſe — 
t ceffively Dorifin and Matelan, and then 
0 we ſhall — meaſures to procure 
« my felicity. T“ 


I could not conceal my ſurprize at 8 
this. How is this! © will you not conſent 
* to my deſires,” cried this villain with the 
teſt rage. « Yes, (replied I trembling} 
I will do any thing, but cannot compre» 
« hend how it is poffible for me to eſpouſe 
both your daughters. That is becauſe you 


«© Thou ſhalt firſt marry 
ce when I ſhall be tired of her, I will conceal 
« her from the world, and give out that ſhe 
« is dead ; then you will appear a widower, 
and may marry Dorin; by this means 
Do you com— 


een 
66 « Prebend it? 
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I durft not anſwer no, although I did not 
comprehend any- thing of this horrid contri- 
vance, except that it was the moſt wicked 
one that human nature was capable of form- 
ing; but he ſoon forced me into a compli- 
ance, to which, the fear of death greatly 
contributed, ; 
-- A ſhort time afterwards,” I was married to 
Matelan, and was delighted with the union, 
for ſhe loved me ſincerely. When the cere- 
mony of our marriage was over, Vapinute 
called me into his chamber: I have gi- 
« yen you my daughter, (ſaid he) but you 
«© know on what conditions; I forbid you, 
« on pain of death from this poniard, to re- 
% gard her otherwiſe than as a precious fruit, 
&- which you are not to touch.? 


However hard this law was I promiſed to 
obey, ** This is not all, (continued the 
c monſter) you muſt every night aſſiſt me in 
going to my daughter's bed, and take care 
that the does not diſcover it.” I trembled 
with horror at this propoſition, but his me- 
naces forced me to comply. + 


Near a month - paſſed without datelar's 
diſcovering the horrid ſcene of villany that 
Was daily carrying on; unhappy for her, ſhe 
perceived in my face the uneaſineſs that prey- 
ed upon me, and preſſed me oft to — 

0 e. 
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the cauſe: but the fear of death reſtrained. 
and kept me ſilent. | 


One night, as I was meditating on the ris 
gour of my deſtiny, Vapinute came into my 
cloſet, where he obliged me to ſhut myſelf 
up every night, whilſt he went to my wife; 
he held in one hand a bloody peniard, and in 
the other a flambeuu . 4 


Thy wife is no more, (ſaid he) her im- 
& prudence has been the cauſe of her death; 
“ ſhe had ſome fuſpicion of the ſecret, and 
ce to night had the temerity to hold a light 


4 to my face as I flept; I awoke in ſurprize, 


„ and with this ponlard prevented her from 
te telling tales. Follow me, we muſt 'wafty 
dc her wounds, ſtaunch the blood and bury 
& her. In a little time you muſt pretend ſhe 
is dead, and I will ſay; it was of a ma- 
<« lignant diſtemper, to prevent perſons from 
„ wiſhing to ſee her. CLI WORE. "HOT 


I followed him ' trembling,” and executed 
all his commands; every thing was tranſact- 
ed as the villain deſired. A month after- 
wards he ſent for me to his chamber: $ Do. 
« rifin, (ſaid he) is inconſoleable; I deſign 
« you ſhall marry her in a'few days; that 
4% may, perhaps, make her more eafy*: 
«and tell her the agreeable news, and bid 

her prepare for the ceremony bay in 


. * 


I ſeemed.. 
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I ſcemed pleaſed with the honour he did 
me, and concealed, as well as I could, the 


tears that ſtarted from my eyes; notwithſtand- 
nute perceived them. 


my care, Vapinus 
« Take care, (ſaid he) that you do not let 
«© any thing be diſcovered ; thy life ſhall an- 
c ſwer it.” I obeyed his commands, viſited 
| Dorifin, and was favourably received, 


- Soon after I was united to the charming 
Dorin; my happineſs would have been per- 
fect, had it not been for fear her father ſtill 
harboured baſe * That reflection 
made me deſperate, I loved her more than 
her ſiſter, and could not ſupport the thought 
of being deprived of her; tears forced a 
paſſage as I was conductin my bride home, 


_ Papinute perceived my uneaſineſs, and looked 
2 with the utmoſt w_ : 


When we were in the houſe he ſpoke to 
me, as he had done after my firft marriage; 
1 anſwered him in the ſame manner, but had 
reſolved not to obey him. 


Me were juſt going to fit down at table, 
when the governor of the town came on bu- 
fineſs ; my tyrant was obliged to go and re- 
ceive him : a look that he caſt at me at leay- 
ing the room, ſeemed deſigned to recom- 
mend caution to me. | 


Ia 
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I underſtood him but too well; from th 
impreſſion he made, an univerſal trembling 
ſeized me; Dorifin obſerved my une aſineſ 
and throwing herſeif into my arms, aſked me 
if I ſo ſoon repented being united to her. In- 
ſtead of receiving her careſſes I diſengaged 
myſelf from her arms. Would you ruin 
« me, (cried I, not thinking of the ſecreſy 
<< I had been charged with) do you conſider, 
„that my life is loſt if Ah! why, 
« (ſaid ſhe) can any one be offended on ſee- 
“ing a proof of my love for you.” 


I then found I had faid too much, © oh! 
« heavens, help me, (cried I) and be you, 
« my dear wife, ſilent, or we run the hazard 
bh, ©, our lives; dry your tears, Vapinute 
„ may come and ſurprize us. Know this, 
« if he has the leaſt ſuſpicion of what I have 
« giſcloſed, we ſhall both fall victims to his 
« rage. If you love me, be on your guard.” 


Theſe words ſhocked her to the foul ; Va- 
pinute coming in that inſtant perceived it, but 
kept his thoughts ſecret, and behaved, du- 
ring the reſt of the evening, with the greateſt 
ſeeming tenderneſs: to us both, and when it 


w late left us, under pretence of givi 
—— orders. un 


- I then —— Dori ta the reaſons for 
caution and reſe yneſs, diſcoveri 
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likewiſe Matelan's murder. Tears flowed 
from my wife at the ſhocking narration ; I 
begged her to forbear, and help me to find 
out means to deliver ourſelves from the horrid 
tyrant. $5? 


That moment the door was opened with a 
loud noiſe ; Yapinute appeared, followed by a 

ard of ſoldiers. *- Seize the monſter, 
„ "(ſaid he) whom I have loaded with fa- 
« yours, in return for which he has mur- 
& dered his wife; let him be ſecured in a 
% dungeom till he anſwers with his head for 
« having deprived me of a daughter, who 
% was fo dear to me.” Whilſt he pro- 
nounced theſe words, which my aſtoniſh- 
ment prevented me from anſwering, the ſol- 
diers ſeized me, and without regarding my 
dear Dorifin's cries, dragged me to this dun- 


geon. 


Can you believe, oh! moſt generous of 
men, whom pity has induced to conſole me 
in my dreadful misfortunes; ſtrange, yet true 

it is, the villainous Vapinute came two days 
after to this dungeon, and had the impudence 
to tell me that it was neceffary I ſhould die 
to prevent diſcovery, and with a view to get 
Tid of me, he cauſed my wife's body to be 

taken up, and the mark of the wound exa- 
-mined. 
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This conduct ſerved to confirm his accuſa- 
tlon, he ſucceeded in his deſign, and not- 
withſtanding the intereſt of my family, pro- 
cured a condemnation, by whieh I was to 
loſe my head. On the day he obtained this 
iniquitous and cruel judgment, like a true 
| hypocrite, he went round to the judges, 
threw himſelf at- their feet, and intreated, 
that in regard to the memory of my unhappy 
father, my fentence might be altered from 
death to perpetual impriſonment, | 


His requeſt was granted, and this proce- 
dure made him be looked upon as a worthy 
and humane man by the bulk of mankind. 
My poſt became forfeited to the crown, and 
Vapinute, to give me more mortifying cha- 
grin, came to tell me he had purchaſed it; 
and I have now no hopes of compelling him 
to do me juſtice. ; 


For a length of time, which has ſeemed 
more than an age, I have felt hunger and 
cold, have been deprived of ſeeing the plea- 
ting changes of ſeaſons and the converſe of 
mankind ; my days have here ſeemed all to 
be as perpetual night, unMeſt with the dawn- 
ing day. Uneaſineſs of body and mind have 
brought an apparent old age upon me, before. 
its accuſtomed time. 


I-have- 
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I have here met with rigours not to be 
heard of among ſavages; my keeper refuſes 
even the ſocial comfort of ſpeaking to me, 
and, deaf to my complaints, has fed me as 
if a lion in a den: my ſtrong conſtitution 
has been long in wearing away, and it is a 
miracle that I now have lived to find myſelf 
viſited by you, who have brought me conſo- 
lation by only pitying my- woes. Another 
comfort I now feel, which is, that I have 
had the liberty to unburden this truth, which 
expected would have been buried for ever 
in this horrid place. | 


The king was ſhocked at hearing of this 
unparalelled barbarity, and reſolved. that 
commiſſioners ſhould hereafter be ſent. to all 
the goals in his kingdom, to prevent ſuch 
cruelties ariſing from arbitrary power. H 
then addreſſed the old man, aſſuring him, 
that he might ſoon ſee happier days. 


dir, (ſaid the gentleman) I thank you 
for your kind wiſhes, but the hope of li- 
e berty, which for many years I cheriſhed, 
© has now from me,been many years baniſh- 
« ed; you are in confinement, and all I can 
expect from you are your good wiſhes ; but 
it might be ſome alleviation of my grief 
« if I was only permitted to keep you com- 


te pany. : | 


K «6 


The 
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The goaler had waited impatiently for the 
end of their converſation, fearing that it 
ſhould by ſome accident be diſcovered, and 
came at this inſtant into the dungeon to con- 
duct the king back again. As they were re- 
turning, he informed Puri/ton of the ſecond 
order come from court in favour of 2 3 
this caſt a damp on the hopes the prince had 
conceived of juſtice taking place, and threw 
him into a reſvery; where we ſhall leave 
him, and return to Urgocine, who was not 
the laſt perſon informed of the reſolution 
that was taken againſt Puriſton. 


« I cannot ſuffer, (ſaid ſhe to Tofimin,) 
that a man, to whom I have ſo many ob- 
4 ligations, and who has rendered me ſuch 
« effential ſervices, ſhall be the victim of a 
& villain, and fall a ſacrifice to the moſt out- 
„ ragious injuſtice. It will not become me. 
eto go to the judges, to excite their huma- 
e nity and juſtice for an innocent man, 
© whoſe only crime is loving me too well : 
« what I owe to my rank, to my father, 
„ and to my reputation with holds me, but 
% may employ other means; I will not ne- 
s plect any for his ſafety ; and, although my 
„ whole ? free ſhould be the price, I will, 
&« ſacrifice it with the greateſt pleaſure; it is 
« what gratitude, excluſive of every other 
© conſideration; demands of me. 


Ah! 


\- that if he deigned to regard her prayers, and 
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«© Ah! Purifton, what canſt thou think of 
„ my filence? doſt thou not reproach me 
“ with unkindneſs? but my dear man, was 


vou ſenſible what I have ſuffered fince the 


fatal moment thou waſt torn from me, you 


would, perhaps, be leſs unhappy, and I 


* ſhould have the conſolation, of having 
given you ſome marks of my eſteem; an 
«© eſteem which I ſhall cheriſh for ever in 
<< my heart, But what ſervices are in 


© words? let me give ſome proof of my af-- 


* fection for this unfortunate ſtranger.” 


Urgacine then reſolved in her mind what 
ſhe could do moſt effectually to releaſe her lo- 
ver in ſo critical and dangerous a conjuncture; 
at laſt ſhe came to this reſolution, ſhe wrote 
to her father, and freely acknowledged her 
paſſion for the ſtranger, deſcribing his ſervi- 
ces, his virtue, his valour, and declared, that 
if he did not interpoſe his credit- to gain a 
pardon, that it would be impoſſible for her to. 
ſurvive his condemnation. 


She repreſented that the judges were miſ- 
led by improper influence, to ſpare the guilty. 
and ſacrifice the innocent; and humbly beg- 
ged that her father would examine in perſon, 
into the merits or crimes of both the priſon- 
ers; and finiſhed her letter by aſſuring him, 


ſave. 
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ſave a man whom he oye. to protect, the 

would ſubmit to his will, and, if poſſible, 

ſuppreſs the inclination ſhe had for this ſtran- 

ger; or if it proved diſpleaſing to him, that 

ſhe would ſacrifice it to his pleaſure, and ne- 
ver again ſee Puriſton. 


In the mean time Mitaſu's father, who 
dreaded that the Jeaſt retardment of his ſon's 
releaſe might prove fatal, haſtened to Senacſo, 
and preſſed the judges to pronounce ſentence ; 
he made uſe of the favourable diſpoſition in 
which they were, to engage them to juſtify 
his ſon, and to make his impriſonment as 
ſhort as poſſible. His ſollicitations were 
backed with ſuch ſtrong intereſt, that he 
gained their conſent. A day was fixed for 
terminating the proceedings ; the herald pub- 
liſhed it, as was cuſtomary in thoſe days, 
that all perſons might hear, and approve or 


condemn the ſentence which ſhould be pro- 
nounced, 


Urgocine trembled when her ſteward made 
this report; the unfortunate Puriſton is 
„ loſt, (cried ſhe) if the judges meet before 
] receive an anſwer from my father; what 
4 ſhall I do Tofimin? Can I be fo cruel as to 
„permit the condemnation of an unfortu- 
“ nate lover, who periſhes for having pre- 
c ſerved my honour? ſhall I — and 
„ tamely be- a witneſs of his deſtiny ? perhaps 


60 he 
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« he ſuffers in idea the horrible approaches 
« of death, which is a hundred times more 
„ ſhocking than death itſelf. No, no, I 
« will not permit a man ſo worthy to periſh, 
« without having attempted, at leaſt every 
C poflible means to ſave him. I will ſee 
« him, and attempt to ſnatch him from his 
c impending fate. Oh Phebus ! thou know- 
<« eſt the purity of my ſentiments, aſſiſt me 
to protect and reſcue the innocent,” 


Immediately Urgocine ſent to deſire the 
king's lieutenant would come' to her, on an 
affair of importance; the officer, without 
loſs of time obeyed the ſummons, and thus 
was addreſſed by her. 


« Tt is in your power to do me a piece of 
&« ſervice which I ſhall ever acknowledge; I 
« do not deſire from you any act contrary to 
<<. your duty to the king, or whereby your 
« probity or honour may be queſtioned; I 
4 only wiſh you to give me an order, which 
% may admit a man to viſit - and converſe 
« with Puriſton; you know his crime is not 
« relative to the ſtate, therefore I may in 
* ſome degree interpoſe, without giving of- 
„ fence to the government.” 


The lieutenant anſwered, that he eſteemed 


himſelf extremely happy, in having an op- 
1 


Fg 
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portunity of proving his reſpect for her, and 
8 would ever be ready to obey ber com- 


mands. 


The manner in which a ſervice is rendered 
obliges often more than the ſervice itſelf ; Ur- 
gocine politely anſwered his civil offer, and on 
receiving the order, affured him ſhe would, 


the Arft opportunity return this compliment ; 3 
on which he withdrew. 


Immediately ſhe ſent for Nedonſo, and 
charged him to get her a man's habit. I 
will go to Puri/lon in a diſguiſe, (ſaid ſhe) 
e and would have you conduct me to the 

*« caſtle, and wait for me at the gate.“ 


The ſurgeon was tranſported with joy, at 
ny that Urgocine would exert herſelf to 
ave 


2 he had before determined to 


reveal ev he knew, rather than the 
life of W aste ſhould be in danger from 


the condemnation which was expected. 


Before night, which was the time fixed on 
by Urgocine to * her lover, Nedonſo 7 4 
provided ev _ for her diſguiſe ; 
found herſelf ſo .much altered by it, that . of 
did. not. fear. the ſucceſs of oe enterprize. 


55 — have an eile or (ſaid ſhe) of pe- 


© to 


a— 


on's thoughts in reſpet 
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© to me, and be enabled to judge whether he 
is worthy of what I have done for him.” 


With theſe thoughts ſhe ſet out, attended 
by Nedonſo; but when ſhe came to the caſtle 
gate, ſhe trembied at the ſtep which love had 
urged her to take, ſo contrary to her natural 
modeſty; but certain it is, that the heart in 
which virtue and innocence reign, when 
once prepoſſeſſed in favour of any object, be- 
comes bold and enterprizing to accomplith its 


wiſhes, 


Puriſton was greatly ſurprized to hear that 
a man had brought a letter, and waited to 
ſpeak to him in private; he had believed 
himſelf abandon'd by all the world, and went 
to receive the perſon, whom he thought 
might be Nedonſo, who by means of ſome of 
his friends, had obtained permiſhon to ſee 
him; and that the letter was from Tofimin, 
who had ſent him ſome news of her miſtreſs, 


The place in which they ſhut him up to 
receive this viſit was ſo dark, that it was 
ſcarce poſhble to diſtinguiſh objects. Urgo- 
cine, at the grating of bolts was uneaſy, but 
the more ſo on fight of Puriſton loaded with 
ratling chains, which were more heavy in ap- 
- pearance than in reality; for his friend the 
- goaler ſtrove to make his confinement tolera- 
' bly eaſy. Urgecrne, in great agitation pre- 

. ſented 


5 
* 


- 
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ſented the letter, which ſhe had wrote in or- 
der to introduce herſelf, and that ſhe might 
diſcern, by his behaviour on receiving it, the 
ſecrets of his heart. wx 

The prince, not perceiving the agitation of 
mind the bearer was in, began to read his 
letter by the dim light of a lamp, which was 
ſuſpended from the cieling, and was not a 
little ſurprized to find theſe words. 


Urgocine to Puriſion, 


& I Have ſent a man in whbm I place the 
«« greateſt confidence, in order to learn 
cc 2 the truth of the affair which 
« has occaſioned your confinement; the 
& riſques you run make me tremble ; - may I 
6c believe that you are really innocent? this 
« js what I muſt abſolutely know; on your 
4 ſincerity depends your life, If you are 
« able to aſſure me of your innocence, ou 
&« may fatter "yourſelf with the pl ing 
„thoughts, that I will attempt every thing 
cc to prove that I have not forgot you, 
% Adieu. If my regretting your unhappy 
©« ſituation may be any conſolation to you, 
ce he aſſured I do, and that I ſhall think on 
“ you whilſt I have any memory.” 


 Uxcocing,. 


The king was in an extaſy at reading this 
letter. Urgocine loves me, (ſaid he to 
« himſelf) ſhe thinks of me, ſhe is afflicted 
Vol, II. M - 66 at ... 
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« at my fituation, ſhe has taken pains to 
«© conſole. me, and will doubtleſs attempt 
«every thing to ſecure me from the danger, 
«© with which ſhe believes me menaced. 

_ - « It is not a monarch, who with the vain 
* luſtre of his greatneſs has gained her affec- 
tion; it is a merchant, a ſtranger, without 
« friends or dignity. I am beloved for my- 
« ſelf alone, and not any thing but my love 
© can merit a heart, preferable to all the 
4c crowns in the univerſe, I am the happi- 
« eft of mankind, and find myſelf fortu- 

4 nate, that ſuch unforeſeen events which J 
did not expect, have procured me proofs 
ce which I fo ardently defired.” 5 
Theſe agreeable reflections engroſſed fo 
much the attention of Tanidan, that he did 

not once think of the bearer of the letter. 
Vrgocine was perplexed at the profound reſve- 
ry in which he ſeemed abſorbed ; ſhe found 
that his misfortunes had thrown him into a | 
train of diſagreeable reflections. y 

«© Be comforted fir, (ſaid ſhe in a feigned 
« yoice) perhaps ſomething may happen to 
.« deliver you from this diſmal place; you 
c may ſee from the letter I have brought, 
e that you have friends who wiſh to ſerve 
„% you.” 100 | | | 
« Oh! that is what enchants me, (repli- 
« ed the king) and has been the cauſe, fir, 
„„ of 8 not yet thanked you as I 
ac qught ; but pleaſe to accept this ring, as a 
40 trifling teſtimony of my gratitude 2 the 
& good news you have brought.“ * 
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did not refuſe the preſent, ſhe put it on her 
finger, and could not help ſecretly admirin 
the noble manner in which it was offered. 
Perſons in love find a ny in every trifle, 

After ſhe had been for ſome time witneſs 
to the king's raptures, ſhe aſked if he had 
nothing to anſwer concerning his affairs. 
« Of what conſequence is any thing that can 
«© happen to me,” ' replied the king, preſſing 
her hand, which ſhe durſt not draw away. 
“ Urgecine thinks of me in a more equitable 
*© manner than my judges, and acknow- 
« ledges my innocence, fince ſhe deigns to 
« intereſt herſelf in it; after ſuch proofs of 
“ her affection, can I be uneaſy at whatever 
c may happen? No, my future moments 
„ ſhall be employed in demonſtrating my 
« gratitude, and I beg you will aſſure her, 
ec that I have felt no fears but leſt I ſhould 
« diſpleaſe her, and ſhall die contented, 
« ſince ſnhe has given me this proof that I am 
not indifferent to her, 


Theſe aſſurances of the molt tender paſſion. 


were too intereſting for Urgocine to deſire 


they ſhould finiſh ſoon; therefore ſhe did not 
interrupt them. At laſt ſhe let him know 
that Urgocine had not ever rightly underſtood 
how he came into her houſe, at the time he 
prevented the vile and baſe attempt of Afi» 
taſn; and that ſhe ſtill had ſome doubts 


4 


about this affair. + 


'' Puriſtin did not Joſe a moment in unde- 
ceiving him whom he believed ſent from his 
dear Urgocine, but N in what manner 


2 every 
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every thing had happened, only conceali 
the ch n he had formed Br trial of her wt 
tue. The ardent manner in which he decla- 
red his reaſons, determined Urgocine ſo much 
in his favour, that ſhe could not help re- 
proaching herſelf, for ever being capable of 
miſtruſting a man, who had rendered her 

J i own 1 0a 
The more worthy, the ftranger appeared, 
the greater was her uneaſineſs at the unbappy 
ſtate to which he was reduced. I wiſh it 
« was poſſible, (ſaid ſhe) to deliver you from 
« the riſque 8 run, for much 1 fear the 
ce threatning danger; the court is prejudiced 
c apainſt you, your judges are determined to 
& condemn you, and I wiſheven the firſt mi- 
c niſter my father —— Your father, (inter- 
* rupted Tanidan,) ye gods! what 77 I ſee ? 
44 js it poſſible? is this Urgocine? Oh! yes, 
46 it is] It is all that I have dear on earth. 
« Oh! ye immortal powers protect and re- 
4 compence her.” . | 


As the king ſpoke theſe words, he at- 
tempted to throw himſelf. on his knees, but 
ſurprize and joy ſo. much diſturbed his ſenſes, 
that down he fell at her feet on the ground. 
If the real proofs of the moſt tender love 
had touched e ſo far, as to make her 
ed tears, the condition in which ſhe ſaw 
uriſton made her almoſt diſtracted. Re- 
C turn, my dear, (cried ſhe, taking him in 
4% her ES return, it is thy Urgocine calls; 


& { loye you as much as maid can love, and 
& will be yours for ever; hear me dear Pu- 


n 
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e riſtun, convince me that my declaration 


% makes you more eaſy, I ſhall die if my 
voice has not power to recall you to life: 
« does it give you no pleaſure to hear from 


% my mouth, the infinite tenderneſs I have 


% for you.” 
Theſe ſweet words came as water to the 
traveller ſcorched in the Lybian ſands; the 
prince liſtened to them as he recovered his 
ſenſes, and manifeſted his joy in the moſt 
lively manner. Urgocine could not diſapprove 
his tranſports; ſhe had been the cauſe of 
them, and ſhe loved him too much not to 
participate in them. | Bs 
Purijton, notwithſtanding the love with 
which he was inſpired, never let drop the 
ſcheme he had propoſed to himſelf, and after 
a moment's reflection, determined that this 
was the time of probation he had — 
2 for, and that without delay, he 
make a final trial of Urgocine's virtue. | 
I am the bappieſt man on earth,” cried 
he, throwing himſelf at her feet with: the 
moſt tender action, . you love me, you have 
« deigned to tell me ſo, you have given me 
«© the moſt tender end of it, in coming 
* yourfelf to conſole by your preſence, the 
% man who lives but for you, | 
One thing oppreſſes me, and will make 


me go to the place of execution with re- 
„ gret; which is, that I muſt leave you, 


„ mare dear to me than every earthly plea» 
% ſure, for Mitaſu, or ſome more fortunate 
* lover. — Oh! kill me not with doubts, 


ö - - _—_ 
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« (cried ſhe) and jealous fears which have 
©. no foundation, Stop, my love, (ſaid 

he) give me but one proof and I will be- 

6 lieve myſelf happy, and die contented. 

When you leave me it will be for ever; 

„no more ſhall I touch or behold your 
lovely perſon; ſtay with me whilſt time 
permits you are mine by every lovely tye, 

and as this night may be my laſt, ſtay 

„with me, and let it be ſpent in mutual 

„ pleaſures, which will ever be ſecret from 
'< the world: ſuppoſe yourſelf mine, and 
live with, me whilſt 

Oh! ye gods,” cried ſhe, her face co- 
:vered with bluſhes, and at the ſame time, 
both reſentment and aMiction ſtreaming from 
her heart, what do I hear, or have I my 
<6. ſenſes? Is all this a fiction, or am I in a 

« dream? No, I fear not, I am awake, 

„and have been impoſed on and deluded ; 
my fond heart has miſled my ſenſes, and 
„ beſtowed itſelf on an ingrate. Unhappy ! 
„ thrice unhappy I, what will become of 
% me? Far aſtray has my erring fancy led 
&« me, but I will return, throw off my er- 
, rors, and ſtrive to make atonement for my 
| 4: paſt miſtakes, or death ſhall finiſh my 
« courſe of life, and time may blot out my 
, conduct, which has been imprudent, ſince 
I left my father's houſe. | 

« Oh! ftop, forbear to reproach my fond 
„ love, (ſaid the king) can I give you a 
« greater teſtimony of affection, than my 
„ with to die yours: myſelf I give up mow” 
' 5 | 23 1 
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ly to you; if you do the fame, we 
may enjoy the moments alotted me to ſtay 
with my Urgocine, and I ſhall ſecretly tri- 
umph over all enemies, and die with come 
fort, bleſſed with the favours of the moſt 
charming of her ſex. Come my fair one, 
permit me to kiſs away thoſe tears, and 
give me ſome proofs of your tenderneſs, 
„Too many have you already had, (an- 
ſwered ſhe) remember time paſt 5 but you 
need not go far back for an inſtance of my 
regard; have I not this day expoſed my re- 
putation to ſerve you an ingrate ? Cone 
ſider what I have attempted to free your 
from danger and bring you comfort. Have 
you, or any of mankind ever found levity 
in my conduct? Oh! cruel and baſe is 
your preſent attempt; reflect on it, it is 
unmanly and unworthy of your tongue ta 
utter, or my ears to attend to. 

It has been ſaid women are given to 
change, but from what cauſe do your pre- 
ſent actions ſpring? Lately you profeſſed 
the moſt ſincere affection, but now diſco- 
ver the moſt vile attempts; which almoſt 
convinces me, that your paſſion was on] 
pretended with a deſign to ſeduce my fool- 
iſb heart. Ah! woe falls on me little de- 
ſerved and little expected; but fear you 
not the gods, who witneſſed your vows 
and proteikons of everlaſting love? Come 
deſpair, come death, eaſe my troubled 
heart, and remove me to a place of reſt.” 


Tix: 5 hed Puriſton 
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Purifton had ſtood a ſpectator of the differ- 
ent paſſions with which ſhe was agitated, but 
ſtill ſuppreſſed, and kept under maſk the ten- 
der wiſhes of his heart. Forbear, Urgocine, 
c (faid he) you give me promiſes, but no 
&© proofs of love; your kind expreſſions ſeem 
to ariſe from humanity, or pity of the diſ- 
© treſs in which you ſee me; doubtleſs it is 
& to compaſſion alone, that I am indebted 
4 for theſe flattering aſſurances, and without 
more certain proofs Stop Puriſton, 
& (faid ſhe) conſider who I am, and rouze 
% not my juſt indignation, by acting in a 
„ manner improper for me to bear, and in- 
conſiſtent with your preſent condition; 
& you abuſe my good nature, and offer an 
« affront to my underftanding, which, if I 
5 loved you leſs, I ſhould reſent with fury: 
© but mark this, if you forbear not this un- 
«© becoming diſcourſe, I am reſolved for life 
« to feparate myſelf from you.” 
Pauriſton was a little ſhocked to hear her 
thus determinate, and faid, *©* I perceive the 
6+ greatneſs of my crime, by the puniſhment 
< you menace me with; I did flatter myſelf 
„with the fooliſh hope of receiving a plight - 
Sed faith, for which I would facrifice a 
& thouſand lives if poſſible, and which I re- 
„ garded as the only happineſs that would 
attend me to the grave. , 
„ Foggol that I was, without rank, fortune, 
© orfriends, loaded with chains, on the eve 
© of mounting a ſcaffold, to feed myſelt 
* with the ſweet hope of carrying to 4 
x how . de tom 
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tomb the envied title of huſband, but vain 
* was my hope; every joy has now left me, 
« Tam a and oned by the gods, the abyſs.is 
« open, T. mult bu in it my love, my 
* ſoaje and life, J already ſee injuſtice, 
* armed by favour, cruſhing d ying inno- 
& cence. Adieu, too charming I gacine 2 
& but may I hope, before you abandon me to 
< my unha app ate, you will deign to pardon 
< a crime ſho uld not have been guily of, if 
© T had not loved with 25 much violence.” 
Sorrow, humility and tenderneſs were ſo 
blended with his words, that Urgecine could 
not help being moved. Whence 
comes it Puriſſon, ſaid ſhe, viewing him 
with eyes in which tenderneſs and pity alter- 
nately ſucceeded each other, that you 
« take a pleaſure in tormenting yourſelf, and 
„ making me ſuffer pain? What reaſon 
« have you to imagine that I diſregard and 
«© deſpiſe you? Ah] ingrate, dare you har- 
8 505 ſuch a thought, after having received 
% ſo many proofs of my regard? Does it 
„ give you pleaſure to Jun de and 
* me? "yok expreſs a doubt of my giving 
« you my faith, when you know have gi- 
ven you my heart you believe that 
ec Honours or birth wou Fr) more attract me? 
% No, Pur: en, remain virtuous, and 
«© will be in my.opinion, ſuperiar to all = 
4 nours or dignities. Without virtue, the 
Mr kings on earth would appear as 
Tpicable, 541 ſhould prefer you with an 
- 66 honeſt heart to the moſt potent monarch. 
M 5 _ Receive 
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Receive now this pledge of my faith, 
< take it as a proof of the tender love I bear 
% you, Keep this ring as a token of my 
« eſteem, and let me keep yours, as a mo- 
© nument of our mutual love.” | 
The moſt perfect hero is ſubject to human 
"weakneſs ; for the prince had ftll-his ſcruples, 
and determined to put her to further trial. 
After having diſplayed his gratitude in the 
moſt lively manner. Dare I aſpire to a 
4 more certain happineſs? I am your huſ- 
« band,” faid he, at the ſame time attempt- 
"ng to raviſh a kiſs, will you Jet me die, 
© without carrying to the grave more ſub- 
« ftantial proofs — 
„Ves, perfidious wretch,“ interrupted Ur- 
gecine, diſengaging herſelf from his arms, 
with the moſt diſdainful and enraged counte- 
| nice, © you ſhall periſh, and I will not de- 
' plore your Joſs. I only regret my kindneſs 
« thrown away upon you. I thought that 
<< you loved me, but have been deceived, 
« you are not worthy of my regard, nor my 
4 plighted faith: I recall it, and now re- 
4c turn your ring, deliver up mine, and 1 
6 will-leave you for ever.“ ara Of 
Puriſton then threw himſelf at her feet, 
with a tranſport, ſaying, ** I am the happieſt 
4 of mankind; this laſt proof puts the 
44 finiſhing ſtroke to my felicity, which no- 
ç thing on earth can alter.“ a 
Urgocine, in expectation that he repented 
his crime, was willing to grant his pardon, 
but was again filled witn wonder at the extra- 
| | vagance 
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vagance of his raptures, which ſeemed to in- 
dicate a brain diſturbed, either with the fear 
of death or exceſs of his paſſion ; compaſſion 
pleaded ſtrongly for him,, and thus ſhe at 
tempted to relieve him. 

% Recover yourſelf, (ſaid ſhe) I ſhall over- 
4 look the cauſe you have given me to com- 
« plain, and ſtrive to ſnatch you from the 
4 fate with which you are menaced. Adieu. 
<« I dread that a longer converſation may be 
« ſuſpeted : remember that I have given 
60 * my faith, and hope you will deſerve it. 
% look on you as my huſband, and that ti- 
« tle will engage me to undertake every dif- 
« ficulty to put an end to your misfortunes. 
„ Farewel, we muſt part for a little while, 
6 but make yourſelf eaſy, I will protect you 
« from danger,” 

Thus ſhe left the king, whoſe mind was 
wholly engroſſed with admiration of Urgocine, 
whoſe every action appeared amiable, Her 
breaſt was filled with love and pity, but they 
were both tempered by virtue; in vain ten- 
derneſs of heart ſeemed to. ſhake her pru- 
dence ; ſhe remained always ftedfaſt and 
conſtant as a rock daſhed by impetuous waves. 
When her virtue was offended, out of pity 
ſhe pardoned the offender, but {till her virtue 
remained in its firſt purity. 

Nedonſo had been impatient to ſee Urgocine 
again, but was more pleaſed to find her de- 
termined to attempt the releaſe of Purifton ; 


and after conducting her home, willingly 
M 6 received 
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received her order to attend the next day, and 
aſſiſt to execute a project ſhe had formed. 
When Usgocine was alone ſhe could not, 
help reflecting on her own conduct at the pri- 
ſon, and thus began to exclaim. What 
have I done! I not only have given way 
< to the tenderneſs with which my heart is 
he filled, but have received without reſent- 
4 ment, declarations from Purifton, which I 
& ought to have reſented as an inſult; and 
< to compleat my weakneſs, I have given 
& my faith, and am engaged for ever. 
„ Oh! ye celeſtial powers,” continued 
The, ſhedding tears, and looking on the ring 
that Puriſton had given her, © why did you 
< not prevent me from contracting myſelf to 
& a ſtranger, whoſe name, and even country 
| J am ignorant of, and he even now in the 
= i "moſt abject Rate, What end could I pro- 
< poſe from ſuch engagements? Oh! my 
te father, to what excels will your anger riſe, 
„ when you know that your daughter has 
« engaged herſelf without your conſent ? 
« How ſhall Jever be able to juſtify a con- 
« duct ſo blameable, and ſo contrary to 
te your authority? Can I ever expect that 
& you will pardon me? No, no, I am loſt, 
< by having given way to my fond inclina- 
a 60 tions.“ | ; > 
Theſe ſorrowful reflections employed her 
for ſome time, but love and pity ſoon got 
again the aſcendant in her breaſt & Shall 
I ſuffer to periſh by an ignominious death, 
« (cried ſhe) the man to whom I am * 
| « by 
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© by the moſt ſacred ties? No, no, I will 
* ſooner periſh myſelf than be wanting in 
% my gratitude or love; though a ſtranger, 
. © he is my huſband, and in quality of his 
& wife I ought to regard him above every 
te thing, and to declare the union even to my 
« father, or, if neceſſary, to the whole 
£ nation. | | 

Whilſt Urgocine was revolving theſe things 
in her mind, ſhe turned the ring on her 
finger ineeſſantly; this ring Puriſton had at 
parting begged her to accept, in exchange 
for the one he had preſented her with before 
he knew her; it had a ſecret ſpring, which, 
on being unthinkingly preſſed by her, flew 
open, and diſcovered a picture under the 
diamond, which was very large. Urgacine 
ſtarted, fearing ſhe had broke the pledge of 
her lover's faith. Every thing -is precious 
that comes from a lover; and at thꝭſe diſtant 
times, as well as at the preſent, people were 
ſuperſtitious. Urgecinetrembled ati firſt with 
the apprehenſion, that what had happened 

was a bad omen, and examined the ring with 
| attention, . "P68 

She was preatly ſurprized to find, what ſhe 
had imagined a fracture in the ring was done 
deſigne c ly. and that, under the diamond was 
a pictuse, the ſtriking repreſentative of Pu- 
rillon; the looked at it with delight: ſhe was 
alone, and might indulge in the innocent 
pleaſure of examining features, which were 
fo dear to her; but with what amazemens 
was ſhe ſtruck to ſee a diadem, and all marks 
. od >. of 
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of royalty. Oh heavens | What is this ? 
& (cried ſhe) What can it mean? Whence 
© comes it that Puri/or is painted as a king? 
Was it the whim of the painter, or is it a 
reality?“ LEE: 
At this inftant a thouſand things occurred. 
to her mind, and particularly the act of 
ſovereignty that had delivered her from the 
governor, Theſe reflections, added to the 
miſterious words Medonſo had let drop, 
encreaſed her doubts; beſides, ſhe knew, 
that the king had abſented himſelf from court, 
about the ſame time that this ſtranger firſt 
appeared, and had done her the moſt hazard- 
ous ſervices; that it was to this ſtranger ſhe 
had engaged her faith. Theſe reflections had 
great weight, and almoſt convinced her, that 
this Puriſion could not be any other but the 
great Tanidan. | 
Full of theſe convictions, all ſtriking her at 
once ſhe went to bed, but could not there find 
repoſe. Early ſhe aroſe, and in impatience 
ſent for Nedonſo, whom ſhe imagined was the 
confident of the prince, and that on declarin 
to him what ſhe had diſcovered, ſhe ſh 
induce him to confeſs ſincerely a truth, on 
which depended her happineſs. 
Nedonſo liſtened with attention, whilſt 
Urgecine ſpoke on a ſubject, in which he was 
atly intereſted, though with a very different 
view; he ſaid that from all concurring cir» 
cumſtances, he was perfectly afſured that 
Pu riſton could be no other than the king of 


the Gauls; and then he diſcloſed to her the 
, affair 


— 
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affair of the governor's impriſonment, and 
that he had himſelf carried the orders which 
he ſaw Puriſton write. Urgocine cried “ I 
can no longer doubt that the great Tanidan 
e 18 the priſoner, who has cauſed me fo 
„ much uneaſineſs, and who has ſuffered 
„ himſelf to be. arreſted. for ſome eflential 
„ reaſons, impoſſible for me to penetrate.” 
Theſe mutual reflections that Urgocine-and 
Nedonſo made, plunged them into a profound 
reſvery; the cauſe indeed was different: | 
Urgacine imagined that ſhe had ſome ſhare in 1 
the king's diſguiſe. Nedonſo concluded he 
ſhould be greatly rewarded for paſt ſervices, 
and that great fortune was already ſecured to 
him; tranſported with this idea, he threw 
himſelf at. Urgocines feet; permit me, 
„ madam, (ſaid he) to be the firſt to ſalute 
«© you queen of the Gauls,, and to offer you 
my humble ſervices.” SIA 
_ © Urgacine could not help. bluſhing at this 
ſally, but was not in her heart diſpleaſed; 
ſhe anſwered, that he was too precipitate z 
but that if his omen proved true, ſhe would 
reward him for the compliment he had paid 
her. She then aſked him with great good 
humour, what reaſons he had to imagine, 
that the, ſuppoſed king of the Gault thought 
ſo favourably of her, as to prefer her to ſo 
many princeſſes, who wiſhed for the honour 
of ſharing his throne? 
„The proofs are very clear, (replied the 
« ſurgeon) and I have many times been 
, witneſs of the great tenderneſs he be for 
you; 
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you; the king, [ am confident, has diſgui- 
<< fed himſelf, in hopes to win your heart by 
% merit, without being obliged to the luftre 
<< of his dignity; with this view he has 
«© expoſed himfelf to dangers, and- ſuffered 
„ himſelf to be arreſted ; by which it ĩs very 
© eaſy to fee, how far diere is capable of 
« carrying him; and if it was permitted me 
to lay ſuch a wager, I durſt engage my life 
* and fortune on the truth of this aſſertion.“ 
The ſurgeon, after having fixed her ĩmagi- 
nary fortune, fancied that he foreſaw for 
himſelf an elevated poſt, and that all his 
acquaintance would pine with-envy and cha- 
grin at his good Juck, He then made a 
ſuppoſed journey from the court to Senacſo, 
in order to exhibit his grandeur to his fellow 
citizens, whom he ſuppoſed would vie with 
each other who ſhould firſt congratulate him, 
and ſollicit his intereſt at court. ; 
 Urgocine then charged Nedenſo, to keep as 
a profound ſecret what had happened; faying 
that it was conſiſtent to imagine, that the 
king had not taken ſo many precautions to 
conceal himſelf, without having ſufficient 
reaſons for what he did, and would be enra- 
ged to find his prejects diſcloſed. For m 
<<, part, (ſays ſhe) I ſhall be quite ſecret, al 
'66 he ſhall have declared himſelf; and T hope 
ec out of regard to your own intereſt, you 
« vill do the ſame”. The ſurgeon affured 
her, he would be as debe, even as death; 
on which ſhe diſmiſſed him. 
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While theſe things gaſſed, the firſt miniſter 
received his daughter's letter in Puriſton 
favour, and was ſurprized at the tender inter- 
eſt ſhe took in the fate of a man, ſo much 
beneath her: enraged at her conduct, he 
determined to purſue a ſcheme, in hopes to 
Toot out the paſſion which was prejudicial to 
her reputation, Whilſt he was prime mi- 
niſter, he could not, contrary to the eftabliſh'd 
laws, alter the place of her reſidence ; for 
which reaſon, he immediately propoſed his 
daughter as a match for the ſon of a nobleman, 
his intimate acquaintance. 

The nobleman received the favour offered, 
and after deliberation, it was determined that 
he ſhould take his ſon with him to Senacſo, in 
order there to prepare him for the intended 
marriage with Urgocine. propoſals 
were received with pleaſure, for it was a 
buſineſs of no ſmall conſequence to be related 
to the prime minifter, which in thoſe times, as 
well as at preſent, was a ſure road to fortune. 

Croſegol did not diſguiſe either to father or 
ſon, the doubts that he had on his daughter's 
account. Refouill, who from a ſpirit of 
ambition, ardently .defired this ** pro- 
teſted, that as he had CreſegoPs conſent, no 
obſtacle ſhquld prevent the match; and he 
had ſome hopes, that time would remove any 
prejudices, which at preſent filled the mind of- 
V gocine. 11 5 

This way of thinking, fo agreeable to the 
preſent reſentment which filled the breaſt of 
the-miniſter, met with approbation; every 
| | thing 
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thing was prepared with expedition, and 
the ſon ſet out with eagerneſs,” followed 
by his father: the journey was made- with 
expedition, and they arrived 1 a ſew 
hours before the fates of Puriſton and Mita ſu 
were to be determined by the judges. Urgo- 
cine was, the moment of their arrival, ſhut 
up in conſultation with Nedonſo, fo whom ſhe 
expreſſed her fears, and notwithſtanding the 
ſolidity of her conjectures, trembled for the 

fate of him who was ſo much above danger. 
 Tofimin haſtily entered the room, and told 
her, that two ſtrangers from the firſt-miniſter 
were following her. Urgocine had ſcarce time 
to bid Nedonſo go to the priſon and get 
intelligence, before they entered her apart- | 

ment, She was ſtartled when ſhe ſaw Roſovil 
and his father, who. delivered to her a letter, 
and at the ſame time intimated the purport of 
their journey. 5 
Sbe received them coldly, on which the 
old gentleman ſaid with an air of confidence, 
% That letter informs you of ſome particulars 
which you did not expect, but we are 
© ready to confirm with an ardour, which, 
more than words, will prove our willing- 

© neſs to ſerve you.” . oy 

Uxrgocine knew her father's hand, and kifſed 
the letter with rapture. ** I ſee by this ami- 
“ able tranſport, (ſaid the noblemen) your 
« ſubmiſſion to a parent, which is the moſt 
* commendable of all virtues; and I hope 
you will conſider that it is your duty to pay 
n perfect obedience to your. illuſtrious 
: , op father, 


- 
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father, which I will repay with all-imagk 
&* nable tenderneſs,” 

Urgocine was at this time much diſturbed 
with the contents of the letter, which ordered 
her in expreſs words to marry Roſovil without 

delay. © I expect, (ſaid this imperious 
father) * will not be averſe to a marriage 
& which I have thought proper for you; but 
* if you preſume to oppoſe my will, under 
any pretence whatever, I will force an 
<<. obedience, which I would. rather have as 
«© an act of your choice: I hope you are 
© better acquainted with your duty than to 
« oblige me to uſe rigorous means. 


Croſegol.” 


Urgocine was quick in her determination to 
reſiſt this marriage reſolutely, rather than 
infringe an engagement which ſhe looked 
upon as ſacred, *© Sir, (ſaid ſhe) I ſhall - 
& conſider on what my father has ſaid, and 
„ will write him an immediate anſwer.” 

&© That is needleſs, (replied the old gen- 
e tleman impetuouſly) we are come from 
your father, who commands you to marry 
« my ſon; the affair is concluded, and all 
t that you can ſay on this ſubject, will only 
& ſerve to irritate a father, to whom you owe 
c ſubmiſſion, and if he receive it not, will 
e puniſh you for diſobedience.” 

; This rude anſwer convinced Urgocine, that 
ſhe was in danger of a moſt diſagreeable per- 
ſecution. I know what I owe to my 
| 6“ father» 
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* father, (replied ſhe) and am ſurprizeg, 
4 that thoſe who pretend to my alliance, 
© ſhould repreſent my duty with ſo much 
„ haughtineſs, TI ſhould eſteem it as a fa- 
s your, if you would not ſpeak to me any 
. more on this ſubject ; but that I may not 
* for the future, have any cauſe to complain 
of ſuch proceedings, I ſhall take care to 
„ avoid giving you any opportunity :” on 
which, ſhe roſe up, and making a flight 
courteſy, left the room. . 
- Rofovil, on whom Urgocine's beauty had 
made the ſtrongeſt impreſſion, complained * 
with due reſpect to his father, that he had 
ſpoke too raſhly. ** You are a young man, 
„ (replied the father) and do not know in 
* what manner we ought to behave ;- do not 
* make yourſelf uneaſy at her airs, I ſuſpect 
„ the cauſe, and we ſhall take care to do 
« what is proper; this obſtinate beauty muſt 
«obey her father's orders, which are abſo- 
© Jute. What does it ſignify, whether ſhe 
«© ſubmits willingly or not, if we gain our 
cc int.“ , | a 
fter ſaying this, the old nobleman ordered 
that the houſe ſteward ſhould come before 
him, who appeared, and received a written 
order from lord Croſegel, to provide apart- 
ments for theſe ſtrangers, and to pay them 
obedience and reſpect due for the honour 
done his daughter, by the intended alliance. 
The ſteward anſwered, that he ſhould take 
the greateſt care to prove by his ſubmiſſion, 
, ate ahadci.c” 8 
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but defired at the ſame time, that he might 
have leave to communicate them to his youn 
lady. The old gentleman replied, that it 
was not neceſſary, the order being abſolute, 
and without reſtriction, and that if he did not 
immediately obey, he ſhould compel him 
to it. 
The firſt miniſter had foreſeen theſe diſſi- 
culties, and had ſent commands, that his 
whole houſhold ſhould obey the will of the 
nobleman. The ſteward” feared a longer 
reſiſtance, and promiſed to obey. The no- 
bleman then began to enquire particulars, 
relative to Urgocene's conduct, but the ſtew- 
ard evaded any accuſation of his lady, and 
anſwered, that ſhe ſaw no company, but 
uſually ſpent her time in her cloſet, + 
Whilſt an apartment was preparing for 
theſe troubleſome gueſts, Uryocine became 
uneaſy at Nedonſo's long ftay, ſhe was greatly 
alarmed, it engroſſed her attention more 
than the orders ſhe had received from her 
father; the hour approached in which Pu- 
rifton was to receive ſentence; though ſhe 
had.reaſon to flatter herſelf that he could. 
diſentangle himſelf, yet her breaſt was filled 
with fears, which almoſt prevailed on her td“ 
attend the court, and interpoſe with all her 
intereſt to ſtop the ſentence ſhe was afraid 
to hear of. 2 | 
Urgocine made theſe reflections at a win- 
dow, where ſhe watched Nedonſo's return, 
and the inſtant he appeared ſhe fixed her eyes 
on him, earneſtly looking to find, even from 


his 
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his air what news he brought ; ſhe imagined, 
from the celerity with which he approached, 
that he brought an agreeable account, but a 
moment after, fears ſeized her, leſt he ſhould 
inform her of a ſentence, that would, - as it- 
were, plunge a poniard in her breaſt ; on his 
entering the houſe ſhe left the window, and 
ran to meet him, and on hearing the door of 
her apartment open, cried out, © Do you 
„bring me life or death, how does Puri/- 
> en; But in a moment the colour of 
her face changed, and her ſenſes ſeemed- froze 
on meeting Roſovri/ and his father. 

By your aſtoniſhment, (ſaid the old 
„ man) it was not from us you demanded 
% news, which intereſts you a little more than 
& it ought; you have ſaid enough to confirm 
« my doubts: we are not ſurprized that you 
<< endeavour to evade orders, that you will 
te be obliged ſooner or later to conform to. 
4 If I might adviſe you, madam I. 
&* have told you, my lord, (interrupted Ur- 
« gocine) I will write to my father, and on 
© receipt of his anſwer give you mine; I am 
66 ſenſible of the honour you intend me, and 
„“ ſhall ſtrive to make a grateful. acknow- 
e ledgment of it“ | 
„The old gentleman was not quite ſatisfied 
with this anſwer, but Urgocine was reſolved 
to get rid of him, in order to ipeak to Ne- 
donſo, and made uſe of ſuch ſpecious and 
polite artifices, that Roſovil flattered himſelf 
that ſhe was a little changed in his. favour, 
and willing to appear more complaiſant than 
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his father, retired, aſſuring her, that it would 
always be the height of his ambition, to pre- 
vent her deſires: the old man yielded with 
reluctance, and left her; but on going out of 
the room, ſaid to his ſon, She diſſembles, 
„ but I will uſe equal art, and find out the 
% cauſe of her conduct; if fair means do 
«© not ſucceed, we miſt try rigorous ones.“ 
 Nedonſo had been informed by the ſteward, 
that Rœſavil and his father were with Urgocine, 
but could ſcarce be reſtrained. from forcing 
his way into her apartment. She was not 
leſs impatient, and as ſoon as ſhe had freed 
herſelf from her viſitants, went out to meet 
him. T 
“ur doubts are at an end, (cricd he, 
ce throwing himſelf at her feet) Puriſten is 
the great Tanidan, king of the Gauls;,;you 
« will doubtleſs be queen, and I am come 
to renew my homage. Speak, ſpeak Ne- 
% donſo, [cried Urgocine] I want not any reſ- 
« pect paid me, tell me quick what has hap- 
& pened; Is the ſentence pronounced? Has 
cc the king declared himſelf? No, [replied 
« Nedonſo \but his flight ſufficiently proves— — 
« Ah! what is it you ſay, [interrupted Ur- 
“ gocine] Is it true that this amiable ſtranger, 
& whom I dare not yet name my ſovereign, 
« is ſafe from danger? Yes, madam, [re- 
« plied Nedonſo] I will inform you of every 
ce thing that paſſed. 1 Ad 
wir The judges were aſſembled in the hall 
« of audience, but all prepoſſeſſed by the 
« ſollicitations that had been made againſt 
/ « Puriſton, 
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« Puriſton, they declared that he muſt ſuffer 
« death, and only waited for the criminal to 
«© be brought up to hear his ſentence pro- 
** nounced ; ſilence was commanded, ſome 
«© looked for the priſoner, others liſtened to 
£6 hear his ſentence, when, contrary to ex- 
« pectation, a venerable fage roſe up, and 
«« declared, that he differed in opinion from 
4 his worthy brethren on the bench, that 
C the ſtranger appeared innocent, and ought 
« to be ſet at liberty; he then made a ſum- 
« mary report of the whole proceeding, and 
46 repreſented the facts as they really were, 
«© and not as partiality had interpreted them, 
« and produced ſuch evidence in favour of 
« Puriſton, that the whole aſſembly cried 
«out, Let the ſtranger have juſtice, he is 
c innocent. The judges were alarmed at 
c the tumult, and would have adjourned the 
c court, but the multitude infifted to fee Pu- 
e 'x5/ton ſet at liberty, For my part, I was 
cc not the leaſt urgent to gain this point, but 
« to our ſurprize, the officers entered, and 
«© made report that Puriſton had eſcaped from 
« priſon, and that one of the goalers was not 
<< to be found. 

« This news cauſed a general huzza in the 
4c hall, the court broke up, and as quick as 
« poſſible I came to tell you.“ 

<< Yes, [ ſaid Urgocine] you have rather 
ee told me what you wiſhed, than given me a 
c proof that the man I love is a king; however 
« ] am ſatisfied to find r from dan- 
cc ger, and hope to ſee juſtice triumph: but 
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« Nedenſo, to what place do you imagine he 
© is gone? Can you believe, madam, [ſaid 
* he] that the prince can leave Sz2nacſo ?. No, 
* no, you will-ſoon hear from him. Phæbus 
grant it, [replied Urgec:ne] perhaps his aid 
© may deliver me from the embarraſſment / 
* of Roſovil's viſit. Mean time I muſt beg 
& you'll call every day on my ſteward, by 
* which means I ſhall. have an opportunity 
ce of communicating what happens, and per- 

„ haps employ you on Puriſton's affairs. 


This the ſurgeon promiſed to obey, and then 
took his leave. 


We ſhall at preſent leave Urgocine a prey 
to the reflections on what had paſſed, and 
how ſhe ſhould ſoften the anger of her father, 
who was going to ſacrifice her to his ambi- 
tion, and return to Puriſſon. Pet 

The night before he received his ſentence 
the goalcr informed him what would follow the 
next day, The tranquility with which Pu- 
ri/lon heard this ſurprized the goaler, who 
thus ſpoke : Lou diſcover ſo much noble- 
cc 


neſs in all your actions that I am conyinced 
£6 


you are nut a common man, or capable of 
cc 


the crime you are accuſed of; I cannot 
« bear to think you ſhould periſh, and will 
* ſave you though at the hazard of my life; 
cc Pl attend your flight and quit this employ- 
© ment, which poverty alone obliged me to 
« accept. You hear my mind, Sir; be 
© prepared, and before two hours are paſt, 
„ we will be in a place of. ſafety,” 
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The king was moved with the goaler's 
_ generoſity : he had conceived a ſcheme 
much the ſame, and intended, if he had met 
with a refuſal, to have diſcovered himſelf, 
and to have induced the man to ſecrecy by 
offers of ſuitable rewards ; but he found him- 
ſelf agreeably prevented, and without heſita- 
tion accepted the propoſal. The goaler pro- 
_ cured new dreſſes as a diſguiſe for the king 
and himſelf; and thus equipped they left the 
priſon, and went to the houſe of Nedonſo, 
but met with a diſappointment ; for they 
found he was gone out of town, and would 
not return till the next day. N 
Pauriſten had his reaſons for not leaving 
Senacſe; he wiſhed much to know how Ur- 
gocins behaved on hearing the account of his 
dangerous. ſituation; and to gain his deſire, 
he attempted to engage the wife of Nedon/o 
to receive him as an intimate friend of her 
huſband ; but diffidence of doing wrong pre- 
vented her from admitting him, on which he 
went to an inn where he remained that night 
and the ſucceeding day. | | 
On Nedonſo's return home he heard of the 
viſit that had been paid him the night paſt, 
and from circumſtances was vexed at the 
accident, concluding that the king had been 
at his houſe. © To compenſate in ſome de- 
gree for what was paſſed, he waited at 
. in hopes that he ſhould ſee the illuſ- 
trious fugitive. As ſoon as the ſhades of 
night came on, the king went again with the 
goaler to Nedonſe's houſe: the ſurgeon impa- 
* Fr tiently 
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tiently received him, and without per- 
ceiving the goaler his attendant, threw him 
ſelf. on his knees, and ſwore that he would 
pay obeiſance to him whilft he had life. 
Puriſten, to check this imprudence, 
ſqueez'd him twice by the hand as he raiſed 
him up. The ſurgeon found he had com- 
mitted a fault, and ftrove to repair it, by pre- 
tending that his foot had flipt ; but the goaler 
was alarmed, and began to think his compas= 
nion a perſon of N . 
Nedonſo whiſpered Puriſton, that he would 
tell his wife that he had two patients of 
conſequence whom he muſt treat private 
ly, by which means he might remain un- 
ſeen by any of his family; this was im- 
mediately executed, and Pur;/fon was ſoon 
at liberty to enquire after his dear Urgocine; 
but much was he ſhocked to hear of the mar- 
riage propoſed ; at firſt it threw him into the 
deepeſt affliction, looking on himſelf as a lo- 
ver, who was going to have the object of his 
wiſhes torn from him; but a moment's re- 
flection not only calmed, but alſo made him 
look on this as a Jucky affair, which would 
bring her affection to the touchſtone, “ If 
& ſhe reſiſts (ſaid he) ſuch a father as Croſegal, 
c“ and runs the riſque of his indignation, I 
& ſhall no longer doubt of the violence of 
& her affection.“ be | 
This idea flattered him, the ſatisfaction he 
felt appeared on his countenance ; oy 
was ſurprized at it, and repreſented reſpect- 
fully, that he did not expect him to be pleaſed 
ak this account, _— the intereſt he had feem- 
2 - "4 
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ed to take in the fate of a perſon who was {o 
' worthy of his regard. The king found that 
he muſt either diſſemble, or diſcover his de- 
-fign to the ſurgeon ; he reflected that this ſe- 
cret was not to be truſted, and anſwered Ne- 
donſo that he was greatly pleaſed with the re- 
* tbr teſtified for the worthy lady, but.that 
| he had particular reaſons not. to be diſpleaſed 
at this marriage, and inſiſted that ſhe ſhould 
not be informed of what he had ſaid, or even 
"that he was in Senacſo; aſſuring him, that if 
| he perceived him wanting in a ſtrict obſerv- 
aànce of this deſire, that from that moment he 
mould leave him for ever. 

This menace made N:doxſo tremble, and 
as he was now confirmed that it was the king 
" bimfelf, he looked upon this order as a com- 
mand, the infringing of which would deſtroy 
the fortune he had flattered himſelf with; and 
it gave him great concern, to perceive that 


this prince had no regard, as he imagined, ' 


for Urgocine, whom he had amuſed himſelf 
with, without any intention to make her his 


queen. N \ , 
; © fs - who had a great ſhare of pene- 
"tration, diſcovered part of the ſurgeon's 


thoughts, but did not ſeem to do it; he told 

"Him, that he ſhould take it as a favour, if he 

_ ,-would ſtill continue to go to Urgocine to know 

what "paſſed, but not to mention him: Ne- 

| donſo promiſed to conform to his orders in 
"every thing. 

While the king was employed thus .to 

_ plunge Ur gocinc into the moſt cruel perplex- 

Iles, 
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ities, with the view of making her one day 
amends, for the uneaſineſs he had cauſed her, 


Roſovil's father wrote to the firſt miniſter, and 


gave him an account of the manner in which 
he had been received, and the difficulties he 
foreſaw in the intended marriage; he added 


maliciouſly every thing that might exaſperate 


him againſt his daughter, and, without accu- 
ſing her poſitively, gave him to underſtand, 
that ſhe was prepoſſeſſed in favour of a man 
of mean fortune, and that nothing but mar- 
riage with his ſon, could root out: from her 
heart a paſſion, which would ſooner or later 
have the worſt conſequences. 

This ſtimulating report had the expected 
effect; Croſegol * a courier, with {trict 
orders to deliver his letter into his daughter's 
own hands, in which he reproached her as 


guilty of bad conduct, and concluded by aſ- 


- ſuring her, that if ſhe did not pay greater 


reſpect to him, and accept as a huſband the 
young nobleman, who would repair the hon- 
our of her family, that he would come him- 
ſelf to Senacſo, and by force compel her to 


marry him, or ſtrike a poniard deep through 


her heart. | 


Urgocine had remained in continual alarms 
in vain had ſhe expected to ſee or receive aſ- 
ſiſtance from her lover, who was her only de- 
pendance. When ſhe received this letter ſhe 
ſhed a torrent of tears. To what am I 
4 deſtined, (ſaid ſhe) I am not only ignorant 
6 of what is become of the man to whom I 
„% have given my faith, and whom I love 

| N 3 * 
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* more than life, but I muſt be alſo forced 
*© to give my hand to one, fo much the ob- 
<< ject of my hate, that I would rather chuſe 
é the poniard with which I am threatned ; 
*© Oh! my father, how could your paternal 
*© tenderneſs be unmoved at receiving my laſt 
© letter? What have I done ſo criminal as 
to draw on me your indignation? Muſt 
«© the fight of you, which hath hitherto 

<< given me the greateſt pleaſure, become a 
„ puniſhment to me, which I dread more 
„than death? Ah! Phebus, ſupport me in 
* theſe dreadful circumſtances, and permit 
« me not to fall a victim to thoſe who con- 
« ſpire againſt my repoſe;” 

Nedonſo came whilſt Urpocine was in this 
perplexity; it required all the reſpect he had 
for the commands of his gueſt to prevent the 
betraying him at the ſight of Urgocine's un- 
happineſs he did all he could to conſole her, 
without betraying the ſecret with which he 
was intruſted. Not any thing calms the mind 
fo much in adverſity as pity. Urgocine, who 
was become a prey to the moſt lively ſorrow, - 
did not conſtrain herſelf before a man who 
ſeemed to compaſſianate her, and who ap- 
peared attach'd to her intereſt. Well Ne- 
« donſo, (ſaid ſhe) what do you think at pre- 
« ſent of the queen of the Gauls, to whom 
« you have rendered the firſt homages ? 
„ Alas! you ſee in me only an unfortunate 
victim prepared for ſacrifice; - every thing 
« cunſpires againſt me] the gods, my fa- 
« ther, even Puriſton himſelf has abandon'd 

| | „ me, 
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* me, or rather as an accomplice aſſiſts my 
„ perſecutors, who ſtrive to render me the 
“ moſt unhappy of all beings. If I durſt 
6 ſtarter myſelf that he yet thought of, or 
% durſt hope that he had not forgot the 
« wretched Urgocine, it would confole and 
„give me courage to bear the difficulties I 
«© am involved in, but now I am at a loſs. 
« what to do, and even on the brink of de- 
« pair.“ | | 
Urgocine then ſhewed Nedon/o her father's 
letter. You ſee, (faid ſhe) to what my 
« fidelity to an ingrate expoſes me; the kin 
« of the Gauls, it it is he, has been vleaſed 
to be convinced in the moſt tender manner, 
„of a paſſion, which has become but too 
«© manifeſt, and now he is certain of my de- 
< feat, he diſappears, and leaves me a prey 
to my perſecutors. Ah! Phæbus, what 
&« will become of me] Oh! my father, 
«© have pity on a daughter Wo was once ſo 
« dear to you, give her the hearing before 
“ you deſtroy her. But to what purpoſe do I 
« publiſh my griefs? I am condemned to 
« puniſhment; death alone can releaſe me. 
Nedonſo was much affected by her com- 
plaints, and was afraid that, if he permitted- 
himſelf to be a ſpectator any longer of Urge- 
cine's uneaſineſs, he ſhould betray his truſt, . 
and difcover where the king was; he there- 
fore determined to retire, under pretence of 
going to make freſh enquiry after Puri/ton : 
however vague this promiſe was, it gave Ur- 
| | 4 1.1, goes, 
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gocine hopes ; .and in the moſt piercing ſorrow, 
2 gleam of hope gives ſome relief. | 

"Whilſt Urgocine: was a prey to the moſt 
poignant ſorrow, old Rofovil was elated with 
joy; he had received freſh power from Croſe- 
gol, which ſet a fixed day for his ſon's marri- 
age; Croſegol aſſured him that his daughter 
would ſubmit, and permit herſelf to be led 
to the altar, Young Roſovil was not leſs 
pleaſed at this promiling proſpect, and prepa- 
red eagerly all things neceſſary for the cele- 
bration of his marriage. . 
The king, informed by n of Urge- 
cines riet applauded himſelf ſecretly, and. 
let the ſurgeon know the deſire he had to be 
preſent at the ceremony; Nedonſo promiſed to 
affiſt him, though he wondered at a project, 
which ſeemed ſo much the more cruel, as he 
had before told him of Urgocine's grief. 

When every thing was ready for the cere- 
mony, Rofovil was ordered by his father to 
inform Urgacine ſhe muſt prepare for her mar- 
riage, which would be the following night : 
this unhappy maid trembled at the ſight of 
him; ſhe had flattered herſelf, from not ha- 
ving heard for two or three days of this dread- 
ful ceremony, that they were tired with her 
' repugnance, and deſigned perhaps to leave 
her; but on hearing. this unexpected order, 
ſhe was ready to die with grief ; ſhe was ſen- 
ſible of the conſequences of a refuſal, and 
foreſaw the ſtorm ſhe ſhould bring on herſelf ; 
in this perplexity ſhe thus dad by Roſoull , 
«« You declare a love for me, and offer to 
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4 tye with me the ſacred bands of marriage, 
© but notwithſtanding, I am convinced that 
„ you deſpiſe and hate me; you would in- 
<« terrupt me, I read in your eyes that you 
<« are ready to proteſt the contrary, and that 
< you love me beyond any thing, but that 
© will only render you {till more dreadful to 
„ me. If you would perſuade me that you 
really have a paſſion for me, grant me one 
« favour, and 1 ſhall judge that you truly 
c eſteem me, and will gratefully repay the 
« obligation.” 

Roſovil anſwered' with a number of proteſ- 
tations that he would do whatever ſhe ſhould 
defire. - Urgocine thanked him for this kind 
aſſurance, and ſaid, ** I fear not to ſpeak to 
you ſincerely, the promiſe that you have 
% given me to ſubmit to my deſires, begins 
„to perſuade me of your regard; but Roſo- 
«* vil, is your love ſufficient to render us ha- 
* py? No doubtleſs, the happineſs of mar- 
t riage conſiſts in a ſimilitude of ſentiments 
in thoſe who ſubmit to the tye ; far your 
* own ſake you ought to be convinced that I 
** have a reciprocal affection, without which, 

ur no. felicity, pleaſure or re- 
© poſe; inftead of making you happy, I 
* ſhall-render you miſerable ; the obſtacle ta 
“ our mutual happineſs may be removed by 
© time: previous to marriage, I only defire 
an opportunity to accuſtom myſelf to your 
© merit. Forc'd marriages have generally 
bad conſequences; give me but leiſure to 
© remove the prejudices with which my heart 
5 I 4 «© is 
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«is filled, and I may at length be brought to 
* love you; engage your father to put off a 
4 marriage, which at preſent ſtrikes me with 
« the greateſt horror; it may perhaps wear a 
% more pleaſing face when it is deferred. 
This, Reſovil, is what I expect, if you 
ic are capable of conquering your impatience 
« ſo far, there is not any thing I do not per- 
<« mit you to hope for.“ 
 KRofovil was a little chagrined at the promiſe 
he had made her; he ſighed without knowing 
what anſwer to make, and ſtood as if petri- 
fied; but his father, who had liſtened at the 
door, ſtepped in and removed his lethargy. 
„Leave the room, (ſaid he to his ſon with 
« ar ironical ſmile) you are too much in love 
“ to know how to perſuade; leave me to 
< play your part, I ſhall acquit myſelf at 
«leaſt as well as you have done.. 1 
After having conducted him to the door, 
with a diſdainful look he turned to Urgocine, 
who was more dead than alive; © So, ma- 
« dam, (faid he) you would deceive us under 
e the notion of delicacy · of ſentiment, but I 
„ am not the dupe of this pretence ; I have 
« diſmiſſed my ſon, that he might not be ac- 
« quainted with ſeveral things I have to tell 
« you, as he is to marry you to night, it is 
«'neceſlary to preſerve, if poſſible, his good 
4 opinion of you; and although you do not 
_ «& "deſerve it from me, I will do you any fer- 
« vice in this critical conjuncture, W * 
*© you attempt to evade the ceremony by a 
L trigneddehicacy? Confeſs — 
ö | 1 r 
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heart is engaged to the wretched Puri/ton, - 
© who will be condemned to morrow, ani 
executed when apprehended, as a ſeducer 
and an aſſaſſin: a little ſincerity had met 
with better ſucceſs than all your frivolous 
artifices. I am perfectly informed of the 
connection between you and the fugitive, 
to whom I believe you moſt — en- 
gaged, without your father's knowledge: 
theſe truths are diſagreeable, I ſee they af - 
fet you, but they will not put off the 
marriage; I adviſe you to get ready, you 
had better gain my eſteem, by ſubmitting 
with a good grace to an unavoidable 
event. | | "rs 
Urgocine ny anſwered tears. 1 
$ once was in love, | (continued the old gen- 
ce tleman) I have been fond, angry and paſ- 
4 ſionate, and have wept too; but know 
« where all this muſt end; you ſhed tears at 
„ one time, you laugh at another, theſe 
* things vary according to the different fitua? 
« tions of our minds; it is not poſſible for us 
& to cry always, neither can we al 
% laugh; your preſent ſituation is the happi> 
„ eſt of your life, it gives you hopes of a 
6 good huſband, well made, rich, and whoſe 
« dignity will become yours, and recover 
c yaur honour already loſt by your imprudent 
“ conduct.“ b 
4c Sir, (ſaid Urgocine, burſting afreſh inta 
6 tears) you carry your audacity to great 
lengths, and injure me baſely; my birth 
tc entitles me to better uſage, nor will I bear 
| | N 6 % ſuch 
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« ſuch language; and would rather periſh a 
„ hundred times, than be allied to a family 
«© ho can ſo much injure me in thought. 
acknowledge myſelf contraQed to Puriſ- 
< ton, but my honour is free from blemiſn; 
% and though my father threatens me with a 
4 poniard, nothing ſhall force me to a marri- 
«© age my nature abhors. | 
„Lou may give yourſelf what airs you 
„ pleaſe, (ſaid he) I ſhall come this evening 
<<. prepared for your nuptials, which your 

% oppolition may for a ſhort time put off, 
„ but will bring your enraged father to ſee- 
« executed,” _ "tak ; 

As he pronoynced theſe words he left her, 
and returned ihe evening, prepared to lead 
her to the altar, which 2 oppo- 
ſed : to his prayers, tears, and menaces ſhe - 

proved inflexible, declaring that ſhe would 
rather die than ſubmit to ſo deteſted a union. 
.,, Great part of the city was aflembled at the 
temple, to affift, . or be ſpectators of this 
grand marriage, which had been proclaimed 
with great oſtentation. Puriſton: was con- 
cealed in the aſſembly, and waited to ſee the 
event, and in his heart reproached her with 
lightneſs and inconſtancy; but he felt the - 
higheſt tranſports when publick rumour de- 
clared, that the bride would not appear, and 
refuſed reſolutely the huſband attempted to be 
ſorced on her: he waited. till he. ſaw the 
- etowd diſperſed, and the gates of the temple - 
ſhut, on which he retired to the ſurgeon's with 


This 


„ 
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This too delicate prince brought a ſevere 
trial on Urgocine, when ſhe was loaded with 
the reproaches of the incenſed nobleman, 
whoa, to torture her the more, ſhewed her a 
letter to her father, which, in her preſence, , 
he ſent by a courier. This letter was full of 
complaints, of the affront Urgacine-had put 
on him and his ſon. Deſpair almoſt ſeized ' 
this virtuous maid, - ſhe ſaw the gathering 
ſtorm; the thunder was ready to- ſtrike,” but 
no danger could move her to break+the en 
gagements which Puriſton did not ſeem wor- 
thy of; oft ſhe ſought for reaſons to defend 
his conduct, and from her own good heart 
was inclined to hope, that ſome unexpected 
event prevented his coming to aſſiſt her. 
« Certainly, (ſaid ſhe) his heart is not capa- 
<« ble of entangling me with love, and ma- 
« king me wretched' out of ' wantonneſs, 
« whether Puriſton is king of the Gault or 
« not, he loves me, and has proved it by 
«© the dangers he has attempted to ſerve me, 
&« and ſooner or later will reward me for the 
« conſtancy and fidelity in which I have per- 
« ſevered.” 1. | 

Tofimin contributed not a little to conſole 
and give her theſe hopes: mean time Mitaſn, 
who had been releaſed and carried to 
baſco, heard that Urgocine was in danger of 
being forced into a hateful marriage; this de- 
termined him to make another attempt to 
gain Urgocine ; he left his father's houſe, and, 
diſguiſed as an hermit, reſolved at all ha- 
wards to break a marriage ſo fatal to * 


Ws 
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poſe; he ſtill retained his hatred to Puriſton, 


and had hopes by ſome means to be revenged 


on him. With expedition he arrived at Fe- 
nacſo, and after having been privately inform- 
ed of every thing that had paſſed, he preſent- 


ed himſelf one morning with the moſt modeſt 


appearance to Roſouil, who never before had 


ſeen his perſon. . 1 | 
„I have heard, (ſaid he) that you, my 


4 young lord, have made an offer of your 
66 her 


d to lord Croſegol's daughter, and as an 
4c honeſt ſervant of your family, thought it 
© my duty to reveal a ſecret, on which de- 
« pends your future happineſs. My conſci- 
«© ence urges me to make a diſcovery. of the 
c danger you are in, which I would do at 
« the hazard of my life.” 

This opening made a ſtrong impreſſion on 
Roſovil, who deſired his father might hear 
the diſcovery. © <5 Willingly, (replied the falſe 
« hermit) it is neceſſary that he ſhould be in- 
% formed of this affair.” - Roſovi] immedi- 
ately conducted before his father the falſe her- 
mit, ' whoſe habit rendered him reſpectable in 
the old man's opinion, who liſtened with 

Treat attention to the following narrative. 
„About four days ago, on my return from 
« collecting alms, as I paſſed through a little 


e wood, I ſound myſelf-ſo fati that I 


« laid down on the verdant graſs, where I 
cc was ſheltered from the heat of the ſun, by 
ce the thickneſs of the trees, and was ju 


4 finking into a ſweet fleep, when I heard 


-44 the ſound of voices near to me; I raiſed 
2 * . * my 
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my head, and through the trees perceived 


„ 2 Grecian talking with a ſlave; this ftran- 


«© ger had a noble and majeſtick air, which 
* excited my curioſity, and made me attend 
66 to their diſcourſe ; Ah] immortal powers, 
© much was I ſhocked to find what I am go- 
c ing to relate. | 

&© The Greek was ſpeaking of a commiſſion 
c that he had charged his ſlave with, I fee 
* by this letter, ſaid he, that Urgocine —— 
4 Urgocine, yes, go on, (cried-Roſovil and 
<« his father, this concerns us) — This 
“ letter proves, cominued the Greet, that 

« Urgacine has always been faithful, and aſ- 
<« ſures me, that ſhe with much averſion 
« hates Roſouil, and will rather part with 
cc life than prove unfaithful to me; but ſhe 
cc expects that as à proof my love, I ſhall 
« deliver her from his perſecutions ; ſhe has 
cc reaſon, (continued the Greek) it is but juſt 
& to grant her defires, which I can effect by 
« an infallible means. I will ga to Urgocine, 
cc and clear her houſe of wretches, - who 
« would rob me of what is dear to me, I 
ce have an herb, the ſmell of which alone, 
« vyill ſilence the two Roſovils. Urgacine 
« will find a way to adminiſter it, as it will 
« deliver her from ſome troubleſome gueſts,” 
Old Ryſowil interrupted him to know if, in 
the converſation, he had heard the name of 
the Grecian : © Pardon me,” replied the falſe 
hermit, rubbing his forehead, and ſeeming as 
if he endeavoured to recollet himſelf, I 
de think his name ends in on, and that it was 
o 5:4 5 Pian, 
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« Pifton; Puriflon, (cried Roſovil) 
“ Yes, my lord, (ſaid Mitaſn) do you know 
« this man? Ah, doubtleſs we know him, 
© (ſaid Roſovil) he is a fugitive traitor, whom 
„ we with to ſeize, and bring to immediate 
« execution; but for the t, let us find 
« means to remove the impending Cangers 


© which may be done a diſchar - 
gocine's — he father ſaid it was 


better to confine Urgocine. The hermit, with 
a deal of humility declared, that their lives 


A 


were in danger whilſt they ſtaid i in the houſe 
with Urgocine; that it — be beſt in his 


opinion, to leave her in the management of 
lord Croſegol, which was the end wiſhed for 
by Mitaſn, who deſigned to attempt the car- 
rying her off, aner he had cleared the houſe 
of theſe ſevere guardians ; and likewiſe pro- 
pre report that Puriſton had done the 


The old man and his ſon reſolving to * 
in the houſe, diſconcerted Mitaſus ſcheme, 


' who retired, after receiving a moderare re- 


compence, and determined to ſee Urgocine, 
in hopes of better ſucceſs : his habit he ex- 
pected would favour his enterprize, as he 
knew ſhe was of a pious and charitable diſpo- 


ſition; by her means he hoped to find out the 


| reſidence of Purifion, whom with a mortal 


hate he determined to 8 as the greateſt 


obſtacle to his happin 
As ſoon as he had laid the plan of action, 


he went to the door of Urgocine's apartment, 


and de ſired to communicate ſomething do her; 
it 
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it was to Tofimin he addreſſed  himſe!f, who 
had great reaſon to know him, but as ſhe paid 
little attention to his diſcourſe. he became 
confident that he ſhould paſs unknown. 

Urgocine hearing that a ſtranger waited for 
admittance, ordered him to come before her, 
being full of hopes it was a meſſenger from 
Puriſton. Mitaſn approached, and ſaid he 
preſumed that ſhe gueſſed his errand : this ap- 
peared to Urgocine a confirmation of her con- 
jectures. How does Puriſton, (ſaid ſhe): 
for I ſuppoſe you come from him; Why 
did he not ſooner ſend to me? Have you 
brought any letter? Puriſton ſuffers all 
* that man can feel, (ſaid he) in being depri- 
ved of the happineſs of ſeeing you; in a 
& little time he reſolves to ſurmount all the 
_ ©. obſtacles that oppoſe his happineſs ; he has 
© ſent me to aſſure you of the ardour of bis 
& ſentiments, and entreats you to ſupport? 
«© your reſolution to oppoſe the tyrants, who + 
9 0 attempted to rob him of what he 
i would preſerve at the expence of a thouſand 
& lives, if they were in his power,” Theſe 
words, vague as they were, anſwered his in- 
tent; they agreed ſo well with Urgocine's ideas 
that ſhe had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of trea- 
chery ; ſhe aſked why Puri/ton abſented him- 
ſelf from her; but the artful Mitaſu think- 
ing a longer converſation might betray. him, 
feigned myſteriouſly, that until he received 
further orders, he durſt not tell her all he 
could wiſh. This reſerve made Ur gocine ima- 
gine, that Puriſton, - as king of the Gn 
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had reaſons for acting as he did, and content- 
ed herſelf with telling the hermit the perſecu- 
tions ſhe ſuffered ; in hopes that when Puri 
fon received the information, he would find 
means to deliver her. IS 
| 3 was going to retire, delighted with 
having learned that Puriſſon had diſappeared, 
when old Roſouil entered, attended by ſeve- 
ral officers and armed ſlaves: * Ts it thus 
« traitor, (ſaid he) that you dective me, and 
& carry on the intrigues of a wretch, whoſe 
© crimes have made his life forfeited ? Seize 
& the villain, and put him to the rack, till 
& he diſcovers the houſe that harbours the 
& villain Puriſton.” Urgocine trembled at 
this order. You are frighted, (ſaid the 
* old man) adieu! you will bave reaſon to 
* be moreſo,” 

Tefimin, who was preſent, regarded with 
pity the unfortunate hermit, whom they were 
putting in irons ; but on his hood being took 
off, ſhe cried out, and ran to her miſtreſs as 
if ſhe had ſeen a monſter, ** Ah! madam, 
& (ſaid ſhe) what a diſcovery! the hermit is 
© no other than Mitaſn, who is now in the 
& cuſtody of Roſovil's ſervants.” The old 
- gentleman having heard the hermit's declara · 
tion to Urgocine, had no doubt that he was an 
agent of Puriſton, and made him ſuffer the 
moſt cruel torments : in vain did Mitaſu de- 
clare his quality, the officers believed him not, 


but tormented him the more, in (expectation 
that they ſhould remove his obſtinacy, and 
compel him to diſcover the traitor whom he 


» 
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ſerved, At the ſame time Urgocine was per- 
plexed to account for the ſuppoſed intimacy” 
between Mitaſn and Puriſton. 

Whilſt Urgocine's houſe was filled with 
| Plots and cabals, lord Croſegol received the ac- 
count of Urgocin?'s oppoſition to the intended 
marriage; with fury he read the diſpatches, 
and threatned to compel Urpocine to obedi- 
ence. Without loſs of time he took proper 
meaſures, that the ſtate might not receive in- 
jury by his abſence, he ſent for one of the 
lords of the council, and told him that he' 
ſhould be abſent about four days from the ca- 
pita), and gave him a power to aſſume his ſeat” 
during that abſence: the ſecret journey he 
confided only to Dearchealb, who accompa- 
nied him without Joſs of time to Senacſo, _ 
On their arrival the old nobleman received 
them with open arms, and ſoon began to re- 
late what had paſſed, accuſing Puriſton as the 
principal cauſe of Urgocine's diſobedience, 
Tofimin was immediately cailed before them 
and interrogated, then Mitaſu was brought 
in, and had this aſſurance from Croſegol; that 
he would order him to be ſet at liberty, if he 
found his confeſſion free from any impoſition, 
From theſe enquiries Craſegol diſcovered no- 
thing of moment, but that his daughter loved 
Puriſton, and that ſhe was beloved. Then 
he went to Urgocine's apartment, not doubtin 
but his preſence would produce the deſi 
effect, and that ſhe would ſtudy to merit his 
pardon, by a ready compliance with his com- 
mands. | 
| Urgacins 
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 Urgocine was ready to ſwoon when he ap- 
peared, *©* Recover yourſelf,” ſaid he, ſeating: 
himſelf on a ſopha, I am not come to pu- 
„ niſh your diſobedience, or treat you as a ſe- 
« vere father for the diſhonour- with which 
* you have covered me : call up your ſpirits,” 
ſaid he, ſeeing by his daughter's turning pale 
and trembling, that her ſenſes were ready to 
abandon” her; © I come, (continued he) to 
give you the greateſt marks of my paternal 
6 tendernefs, in offering you the means to 
make me forget your follies.” ; 
Urgocine was but too ſenſible what theſe 
means were; ſhe threw herſelf at his feet, 
ſaying, however prejudiced fir, you may be, 
I beg you will not condemn me without an 
examination; my innocence will appear 
on trial, pray conſider, and hear my de- 

e fence before you paſs ſentence.” AN. 
She then related all that had happened, 
ſtom the time ſhe leſt the court, and ſpoke 
of ber gratitude to the ſtranger, as a thing 
that was indiſpenſable, after his having expo - 
ſed himſelf ſo often to preſerve her life and 
honour; © If gratitude be a crime, (ſaid ſhe) 
I plead guilcy, and am prepared for puniſh- 
«© ment.” She took care not to ſpeak of her 
love ſor the ſtranger, or of the ſecret engage- 
ments between them; but Croſego/ had too 
much diſcernment not to diſcover her love, 
and replied that he did not blame this grati- 
tude, which was indiſpenſable in the light ſhe 
had repreſented things, but that gratitude 
ought not to have cauſed an oppoſition to his 
order, 


2 
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order, which he was now come to ſee execu- 
ted, and which nothing ſhould prevent. 
The .preſence of an 'incenſed father caſt . 
ou fear on the mind of. Urgocine, who had 
been brought up in the greateſt ſubmiſſion and 
reſpect. This arbitrary command ſhe an- 
ſwered with intreaties and tears, which avail- 
ed not, for he reſolutely perſiſted, that if ſhe 
would not conſent, he would force her to 
obedience. Sir, (ſaid ſhe) hitherto in life, 
your will has been to me as a law, nor 
% would I now oppoſe it, if I was not aſſu- 
red that a ſtate of miſery will attend the 
union you attempt to force upon me; but 
vou ſhall be obeyed, do with me what you 
. «©, pleaſe, I give up all hopes of comfort, and 
without repining, will ſacrifice every plea- 
«© ſing proſpect to your commands.” 
| Pleaſed with her ſubmiſſion, Croſegol em- 
braced, and aſſured her, that he would not 
.ever forget this mark of her affection, and 
calling in Reſovil, he preſented him to her, as 
a huſband, who would merit, by his attenti- 
on and tenderneſs, the place that he ought to 
occupy. in her heart. Urgocine, with tears in 
her eyes, received the father and ſon with the 
dieference that was ſo tyrannically exacted of 
ber. The firſt miniſter, to keep his daughter 
in the ſame humility, ſtaid in her apartment, 
which he ſuffered no one to enter, propoſing 
to keep her in employ, until the hour fixed for 
her nuptials ; and to prevent any interruption, 
he ordered the domeſtics to keep his arrival ſe- 
Cret. 
| Notwithſtanding 
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Notwithſtanding this order, the king gain- 


.ed intelligence of what paſſed, by one of the 


ſlaves, whom Nedonſo conſtantly rewarded in 
proportion to the intelligence he brought. 

 Puriſion, unwilling to riſque any thing on 
ſo important an occaſion, had taken into his 
ſervice another ſlave, whom he ſet to watch 
at the door of Urgocine's houſe. This ſlave 
brought an account that two ſtrangers had ar- 
Tived the preceding night, and that they were 
ſtill in Urpocine's houſe. Puriſton was alarm- 
ed, and ſent Nedonſo to get intelligence, who 
meeting with Urgocine's ſlave, learn'd that the 
prime miniſter was come; of this Nedonſo 
ſtrait informed the king, who ſeemed ſtruck 


with perplexity, as the time now approached 


when he ſhould be aſſured, whether ſhe, whom 


he loved fo tenderly, was worthy of his regard. 


He ordered Nedonſo with an air of authority 
which was not uſual to him, not to truſt to 
any one, but to go himſelf to be informed of 
what paſſed at Urgocine's. ** Remember, (ſaid 
c he) that this buſineſs is of importance; 


c take care that Urgocing be not married, un- 
“ leſs I am preſent at the ceremony; if you 
„& fail to give me timely notice, your life ſhall 
b anſwer it.” 


Theſe words ſtruck Nedonſo, as if ſpoke by 
a king, in all the luſtre of his dignity; he 


went immediately to Urgocine's houſe, and 
bade the ſlave who was the confident to bring 
* Tofimin to him. - I would willingly procure 
„ you the ſight of her, (replied the ſlave) 
& but ſhe cannot inform you of more than 


this, 
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4 this, my miſtreſs is to be married in two 
« hours. I was coming to let you know it; 
all things are ready for the ceremony, and 
only wait for the miniſters of the temple, 
* who are ſent for.” | 
Nedonſo trembled at this account; as he had 
not a moment to loſe, he bade the ſlave to 
wait at the door, and there to admit him and 
his friend. The ſlave promiſed to obey. The 
marriage was to be performed in a little cha- 
pel dedicated to Diana. Lord Croſegol had 
thought proper to unite the young people in 
this place, in order to avoid any fatal event 
that its being public might occaſion. 3 
After Nedonſo had ſecured the flave by a 
freſh preſent, he flew to Purifton, whom he 
informed of what he had heard : it was then 
night and the hour was favourable for the 
projected deſign. The king, who felt the 
| greateſt emotion, dreſt himſelf in the Grecian 
habit in which Urgocine had firſt ſeen him, 
he took in. his boſom the royal ſeal, and 
quickly walked, accompanied by Nedonſo, to 
Urgocine's Houſe, where they found the ſlave 
in-waiting, who making ſome ſcruples about 
admitting a ſtranger, Nedonſo aſſured him 
that Puriſton was his brother that had been 
as a merchant abroad, and was dreſſed in the 
habit of the country where he had laſt tra- 
yelled. The ſlave was ſatisfied, and conduct- 
ed them into a cloſet near the altar, where the 
ornaments of the chapel were uſually placed, 
At this time Urgoctne was plunged in thf 
deepeſt affliction; her father's py was 
5 carce 
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ſcarce able to reſtrain her tears; they ſtole 
every moment down her cheeks, and her ſighs 
forced a paſſage, notwithſtanding all her ef- 
forts to prevent them. The nearer the fatal 
morngent approached, the more was her heart 
oppreſſed with horrors. In vain her father 
bad impoſed a blind ſubmiſſion on her afflict- 

ed mind, the remembrance of the. faith ſhe 
had plighted to a lover who was perhaps ig- 
norant of her hard fate, made her reſolve to 
reſiſt a marriage which her conſcience dic- 
tated ſhe could not engage in without offend - 
ing-the gods, whom ſhe had called to witneſs 
her contract with Puriſſon. The more this 
idea repreſented itſelf to her imagination, the 
greater was her ſtruggle between duty and 
— : ſhe was a long time conſidering what 
ſhe owed to her father and to herſelf: at 
length love and conſcience prevailed over du- 
ty, and ſhe reſolved to be only Puriſton's, 
though certain death ſeemed the conſequence. 

She had no fooner taken this reſolution 
than the officers came and informed her father 
that the prieſts of the temple waited for the 
bride and the young lord Ro/ovil, Urgocine 
heard this dreadiu} meſſage, and was fo af- 
fected with it that ſhe was ready to fall from 
her ſeat ; her father ſupported her on one ſide 
and young Roſovil on the other: they led her 
in this manner, more dead than alive; ſhe 
attempted to ſpeak, and would have made 
freſh objections to their proceedings, but ſhe 
had not then the power of ſpeech. Thus 
was ſhe dragged to the altar; Pari/ton > 
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her pale, trembling, and ready to ſwoon, 
and yet defired greater proofs of her love; 
the greater he perceived Urgocine's grief, the 
higher ſatisfaction he felt. Ah, too delicate 
prince, why did you ſuffer fo worthy a wo- 

man to endure ſuch torture! | 

Croſegol perſiſted in his reſolution, and 
made a ſignal for the prieſts to take the hands 
of the young couple. Urgocine ſaw this, and 
though very faint, ſhe called up all her reſolu- 
tion, and plucking her right-hand from the 
prieſts, ſhe drew a poniard from her breaſt, and 
with her whole force ſtruck at her own heart: 
quick as lightening her father ſtruck her hand 
and diverted the blow, which lightly pierced 
her arm: immediately he diſarmed her, and 
ſeizing her hand, bade the prieſts proceed 
and quickly tie her to Reſovil. To his rage 
was added aſtoniſhment, when his ears were 
truck with theſe words from behind the al- 
tar: © Forbear, Croſegol, Urgocine is no long- 
« er in thy power; ſet her at liberty; thou 
« haſt no right to force her will.” The aſ- 


ſembly fixed their eyes on Puriſton, who ad- 


vanced towards Urgacine ; ſhe was ſtruck 
with amazement at his voice, and gave a ſud- 
den fhriek on ſight of her lover. Creſegol knew 
the king, and approaching near to him, was thus 
ſtopt: Thy raſhneſs, ſaid Tanidan, has incur- 
red my indignation.” Cyeſegel on this, as 4 
ſuppliant kneeled before the king, and the 
aſſembly preſſing forwards to enquire the 
cauſe, Dearchealb ſtopped them with the 
voice of authority. 
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Tamdan turning from Creſegol flew to Urge» 
cine, who was ſcarce ina fituation toreceive her 
illuſtrious lover, Inſtead of making vain pro- 
teſtations, he took his diadem and placed it 
on her head ; he put the royal ring on her 
finger, and then offering her his hand, Re- 
ceive this, cried he, thou honour of thy 
< ſex, and with it accept my heart and 

© crown! May heaven bleſs and make hap- 
| ®* py this our union | And you, oh! venerable 
© miniſters of the gods, proceed and confirm. 
« by ſacred rites my marriage with the moſt- 
« virtuous of her ſex.” The king's com- 
mands were ſoon obeyed, and great was Ur- 
Focinss joy to receive the hand of her king 
and lover whom ſhe believed loſt, and that ſhe 
had not any other refuge than death; ſhe preſſed 
His hand, and in ſome words, ſcarcely arti- 
culate, teſtified her gratitude; how ſweet the 
Found to the raviſhed ears of Tanidan / 

The firſt miniſter found himſelf in a ſtate 
of mind difficult to be deſcribed ; he fell a 
ſecond time at Tanidan's feet: Riſe, riſe, - 
« (faid the king) I now look upon you as 
« my father,” © May heaven bleſs (ſaid 
4 Croſegel) the ki the Gauls /”? | 

Roſovil and his father were inexpreſſibly 
diſappointed, when tay found themſelves 

| deprived of pleaſures almoſt within graſp: | 
the king turned to them, and ſmiling ſaid, 
„ What's paſt I forgive, and will make 

4 you ſome amends for what I have took 


© from, you.” 


Nedonfo 
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Nedonſo on this diſcovery jumped for joy, 
and gave a looſe to his tongue, which be- 
fore ſeemed burthened with a ſecret. Juni 
tor, the ſlave of Puriſton, beat his head againſt 
a pillar, and being aſked the reaſon, anſwer- 
ed, he could not forgive himſelf for being ſo 
ſtupid as not to find out that his maſter was 
a king. In the mean time the lieutenant 
came, and with humility begged to. know 
| Where the king would pleaſe to reſide whilſt 
at Senacſo ; Tanidan anſwered, I ſhall uſe 
your houſe during my ſtay, for I wiſh not to 
reſide in the caſtle, which will oft put me in 
mind of the . baſe governor. The king then, 
in a whiſper, bade him to prepare an ap- 
partment for the queen, and another for the 
old man, who had been long reſident in the 
dark priſon, and if poſſible to find his Dori- 
fin, and afford him all things neceſſary to 
remove his afflictions. | 
Theſe orders. being given, the king pre- 
ſented his hand to Urgocine, who made ſome 
reproaches to her ſovereign for having con- 
cealed ſo long a ſecret, which had made her 
omit the reſpect due to him. | 
1 was willing, ſaid the king ſmiling, as a 
Greek Merchant, to endeavour, without the 
luſtre of rank or fortune, to gain a heart, 
which ought to be won only by love. I had 
ſworn, my Urgocine, that your ſex ſhould 
never gain any power over me; but your 
beauty and virtue have removed my an- 
tipathy ; you ſtruck me the firſt moment I 
ſaw you, and from that time I have yiſhed 
to 
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to be near you; I had my reaſons for making: 
you relate your hiſtory, and you are ſtill un- 
acquainted with a thouſand things which may 
hereafter divert you. Urgocine anſwered in 
the moſt pathetic and tender manner, and 
ſoon after turned to her father, to whom ſhe. 
behaved with her uſual ſubmiſſion and duty. 
After two days ſpent at Senacſo, the king and 
queen ſet out for the capital, where they. 
were received with-the higheſt magnificence, 
Croſegol was univerſally eſteemed ; and- 
though the king offered him : honours and 
profitable employments, he refuſed them, de- 
firing only as a ſteward to manage for the good 
of the king and his ſubjects. 'T he king made 
Nedmſo his firſt ſurgeon; Funiter he made 
free and kept near his perſon ; to Tofimin he 
pare a large fortune, and ſaw her married to. 
 Reoſovil, whom ſhe choſe, and refuſed M. 
taſn, as being of a baſe diſpoſition, The 
governor of Senacſo was condemned to per- 
petual impriſonment ; and to the old priſoner 
was reſtored the eſtate. of his father-in-law, 
who was dead. The whole. nation ſent to 
rs. par the king on his marriage. This 
might with propriety be called the golden age 
of the Gauls, who enjoyed peace and plenty, 
ariſing from the upright and judicious admi- 
niſtration of Creſægol. Tanidan and his queen 
ſaw this with pleaſure, and lived in mutual 
happineſs, the general reward attending a, 
2am 
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